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Islam and Cyberspace Newsletter

* This newsletter is prepared and sent only for the purpose of inform-
ing about the news and information received from different news
sources, and the office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace shall not be
responsible for any distortion of facts therein.

* The contents of this newsletter are not necessarily the positions of
the Office.

* Send your points, suggestions, and news in one of the following ways:

https://fb.me/Islamic.Studies.on.Cyberspace
IslamicCyberspace@gmail.com
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Preface

Preface

The Office of the Islamic Studies on Cyberspace affiliated to the
Cyberspace Research Institute and was established in Qom in 2018
with the aim of strengthening the policy-making of cyberspace based
on Islam and the development of Islamic research on cyberspace.

The main activities of this office are:
* Designing a comprehensive jurisprudential system on issues related
to cyberspace
* Collecting jurisprudential research in the field of cyberspace
* Organizing scientific and research meeting

» Launching workshops, conferences and festivals about Islam and cy-
berspace

* Monitoring the cyberspace and identifying threats and opportunities

» Researching in English and Arabic works and communicating with
researchers in the field of Islamic research on cyberspace

* Publishing research works
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Great Religious Scholars and Politicians’ Speech

The possible detriments of virtual education

Ayatollah Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
via videoconference with the Minister of Education and other man-
agers in the educational system said:

There is another point about virtual education which is the detri-
ments that virtual education potentially contains. The happy envi-
ronment that has been created through virtual education is a good
thing, but you should take care not to let youth enter a free and un-
restricted zone so much so that they will become busy with things
that are dangerous to them in terms of morals and beliefs. You should
be careful about this and you should predict. Of course, yesterday
or the day before yesterday, they delivered a report to me about the
measures that the educational system has adopted in this regard, but
you should work more in this regard. This cannot be ignored. This
is because children’s close contact with cyberspace has certain ad-
vantages and disadvantages. One of the disadvantages is what I just
mentioned. Another disadvantage is that children might become iso-
lated at home. When they become familiar with tablets and other
such devices, they become busy with them and they gradually drift
away from the family environment. You should pay attention to these
points and take care not to let this happen. This was another point.

[1, Sep 2020]

Ayatollah Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
on the occasion of National Government Week said:

Well, cyberspace is very important. Some gentlemen have certain
viewpoints about cyberspace. They say that it has become part of
people’s main life. I agree with this. In the present time, cyberspace
has really turned into an inseparable part of people’s lives, let alone
for the existence of an electronic government and other such mat-
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ters. There is no doubt about this, but what I wish to stress is that
cyberspace is being run and managed from the outside and without
us controlling it. This is the main discussion. Cyberspace is not like
some flowing water which one can use in whatever way one likes.
Others are channeling it towards the direction that they like. They are
running this virtual space.

Well, when we know that some people are channeling and directing
cyberspace while we are the ones in charge and while it affects us, we
cannot sit idle in the face of this. We cannot leave our people hanging
who are in contact with cyberspace so that they will be controlled by
the managers who are behind the scenes in the area of cyberspace.
Powerful international elements are extremely active in this regard:
They are active in the area of news, analysis of data and various oth-
er areas. Thousands of things are being done in cyberspace.

That is why I stress the issue of National Information Network.
When we formed the Supreme Council of Cyberspace and the Na-
tional Center of Cyberspace and when I insisted that it be formed and
that the honorable heads of the three branches participate in it and
make decisions, it is because of the significance of this matter. This
issue cannot be ignored. I can see that the matter has not received
due attention. Well, in the present time, the National Information
Network has certain constituents and sections, each of which should
be implemented in the specified time. However, we see that they
are not implemented in the specified time and that they are behind
schedule. Another issue is that there are fundamental policies in the
area of bandwidth, each of which has been announced many times.
Well, these policies should be observed and these are my firm de-
mands on which I place great emphasis.

[23, Aug 2020]
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Cyberspace and Islamic Manners in Speaking

On the blessed anniversary of the birth of Hazrat Fatima Zahra
(peace be upon her), the Leader of the Islamic Revolution participat-
ed in a videoconference with a number of eulogists of the Ahlul Bayt
(the Holy Prophet’s Household).

He stated, “Unfortunately, today, with the expansion of cyberspace,
Islamic manners in speaking is gradually diminishing.”

He stressed, “Spread Islamic manners in speaking in the society. My
dears! One of the most important things is maintaining Islamic man-
ners in speaking. Unfortunately, today, with the expansion of cyber-
space, Islamic manners in speaking is gradually diminishing. Today
some try or ignore, and this issue is spreading in the society, espe-
cially on some media - both audio and video media - and especial-
ly in cyberspace. Abusive language and vituperation and the likes
must be eliminated in society. Sayings, conversations and speeches
should not be without evidence. There should be no backbiting, there
should be no slander. Teach people, teach them, with your speech
and practical manner. The Commander of the faithful Imam Ali said:
‘I dislike you being abusers, but if you describe their deeds and re-
count their status that would be a better mode of speaking and a more
convincing way of arguing instead of abusing them™”’

[Feb 3,2021]

Cyberspace is the Cause of Violence Against Women

Grand Mutfti of Egypt Dr. Shawki Allam said: “Harassment of women
and domestic violence and the rise of rumors in Egypt have reached
their peak. This emerging phenomenon is the result of improper use
of cyberspace and has endangered human values”. He considered so-
cial networks to be the main cause of divorce in Egyptian families. In
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the Sada Elbalad News, referring to the moral standards in the family
and society, the Grand Mufti of Egypt said: “Few people in Egypt
spread such diseases in the society by improper use of social net-
works and cyberspace.” He added: “Sexual violence against women
is forbidden and is a great sin and a sign of hypocrisy.”

[December 11, 2020]

Reaction of the Shiite Religious Authority to the
Harms of Virtual Education in the Seminary

Grand Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi at the beginning of the academ-
ic year of Islamic seminaries said: “If it is possible to hold face-to-
face classes, even with small numbers, classes should be held in this
way. Another important point is that ethical issues in virtual education
should not be diminished, and attendance should be observed. Wheth-
er in the online teaching or face-to-face classes, teachers should try to
read and explain a moral hadith every day or every week.”

[S September, 2020]

Recreating the Role of the Seminaries in Cyberspace
Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, head of Iran’s Islamic Seminaries said: “mov-
ing away from significant seminary traditions such as mubahata, dis-
ruption of teacher-student relations, disruption of tazkiya and moral
interactions are among the serious harms of e-learning.”

He stated: ‘I declare this year’s slogan of the Seminary as “Semi-
naries and cyberspace”; Fields and scholarly association related to
cyberspace have been established and works done in the field of ar-
tificial intelligence have been in line with the activities related to
cyberspace.’

|5 September, 2020]
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Using the Positive Aspects of Cyberspace
Grand Ayatollah Noori Hamedani, one of the Shiite religious author-
ities said:

“Cyberspace is an important issue and you have a big responsibility
in this regard. The religion of Islam promotes everything which is
in the interest of Islam and humanity. The positive aspects of cyber-
space should be used, but we must be careful and avoid misleading
issues in it.”

He expressed concern about the enemy’s cultural invasion in the field
of propaganda and cyberspace, and said, “We see the propaganda in
different areas and aspects of life. And it is with heavy competition
in the world. It should be noted that this propaganda is effective and
influential.”

Strategic Slogan for Islamic Seminaries

Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, head of Iran’s Islamic Seminaries, on the
sidelines of a visit to the Information Technology Center of the Sem-
inary, said, “In the new management charter, taking advantage of
cyberspace is a strategic and practical slogan. In the field of artificial
intelligence, Islamic seminary programs are advancing and currently
its focus is on jurisprudence and ijtihad.”

[December 9, 2020]

Virtual Governance of West for Slavery of Societies

Ayatollah Seyed Mohammad Mehdi Mirbagheri, a member of the
Leadership Experts and chairman of the Academy of Islamic Scienc-
es, said: “We are in a new era of modernity and virtual governance.
The form of slavery has changed. During this period, Westerners
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have developed and expanded a new slavery and intend to enslave
all human societies to achieve their desires.”

[7 October, 2020]

Former Mufti of Egypt: People Can Lock the Door of
Their Homes but They Can’t Close Their Facebook Page
“There has been an investigation about the causes of divorce in
Egypt,” said Dr. Ali Jumaa, the former Mufti of Egypt, in a televi-
sion program about family, he stated: “As a result of this research,
it was found that cyberspace has increased divorce and the cause of
40% of divorces is the Internet.” He added: “When we advised some
troubled families to stay away from cyberspace for a few days, after
three days, they said: “We suffocate without the Internet.””

“People can lock the door of their homes but they can’t close their
Facebook pages,” Shaykh Ali Jumaa said who spoke about the fam-
ily on CBS. “This means that the philosophy of family and family
formation is not yet known for some. Some people have become
addicted to cyberspace. When these people get rid of this kind of
addiction, they themselves say they have come back to life.”

[22 November, 2020]

The Capacity of Cyberspace for Achieving Justice

Shaykh Dr. Saied Reza Ameli member of “Supreme Council of Cy-
berspace” in Iran stated: “Social justice is a very key issue for Is-
lamic society. We must move towards the establishment of Islamic
civilization, and for this movement to become successful, we can
use the wide-range capability of cyberspace, such as transparency.
Efficient use of the country’s financial resources and smartening of
administrative processes are among the benefits of cyberspace, but
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it also has its disadvantage since Internet is basically originated in
America. There is a great need for us to invest in cyberspace infra-
structure and content. Unfortunately, our perception of cyberspace is
simplistic and therefore little budget is allocated for it, while in other
countries we see that they don’t take cyberspace very lightly instead
they deal with it as a serious matter.”

[25 September, 2020]

Significance of Cyberspace in Islamic Seminary
Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace Dr. Abolhassan
Firouzabadi, met with Shaykh Dr. Bahjatpour, director of the center
of women seminaries.

Dr. Firouzabadi considered the innovative and principled approach
with cyberspace necessary and said, “In the current situation, it is
necessary to propound the significance of cyberspace as one of the
important issues in the Islamic seminary and to design new methods
in education, propagation and research topics.”

He pointed that traditional methods of propagation are not enough
in the current situation and said, “In addition to traditional methods,
new methods of active and interactive propagation should be used so
that users can actively participate. In order to achieve this, no place
other than the Islamic seminary can design and implement it. In the
educational system, by compiling courses in the field of cyberspace,
jurisprudence, theological experts can be trained in various fields.”

[February 13, 2021]
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Establishing National Information Network

Shaykh Reza Baranjkar, the head of the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings spe-
cialized center, referring to the importance of faithful life in cyber-
space, said, “Faithful life in real and virtual space is no different.”
Slander and backbiting are not allowed in both spaces. Almighty
God in Quran said: “O you who believe! If a wicked person brings
you any news, examine it carefully” (Quran: 49/6). So we cannot
share a topic based on speculation or hearsay. Unfortunately, we
have seen many times that people who follow Islamic principles in
real life but do not adhere to these principles in cyberspace. Defama-
tion is forbidden in any space, and religion’s view of this issue is not
relative. Faithful life in cyberspace is exactly the same as living in
real space, and we are obliged to observe it.

The head of the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings specialized center pointed
out, “Countries that are exposed to the rivalry of other countries and
have a foreign enemy should have a national and an independent
network. Establishing a national information network is a basic need
for today’s society, even if we do not face sanctions, cultural and
economic warfare, etc., this space is still required.”

Artificial Intelligence and Deducing the Commands

of Sharia

Shaykh Ahmad Moballeghi, a member of Assembly of Experts in
Iran said, “To compile contemporary jurisprudence in addition to
the ‘contemporary of the subject’, we also need ‘contemporaneity in
method.”” Contemporary human has a specific definition of his needs
and relationships, so we should not focus on the ancient human and
his limited needs in lieu of contemporary human. If we consider the
criterion of ancient human and then deduce the commands of the
Sharia for the contemporary human, it will be neither understandable
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nor enforceable, nor problem-solving. Therefore, it is necessary to
establish new academic majors, provide facilities, identify and uti-
lize different talents in the framework of classical jurisprudence, and
use new facilities and tools and even artificial intelligence.”

Announcing the Readiness of Academic Elites to
Support Higher Level Course of Jurisprudence in
Contemporary Jurisprudence

In a letter to the director of seminaries, 35 university administrators,
professors and graduates of top universities announced support and
interest in cooperating in fields related to contemporary jurisprudence.

Among the signatories of this letter are thinkers in the fields of cy-
berspace, social networks, cryptocurrencies, computers, information
technology, and artificial intelligence.

The signatories of this letter have expressed their readiness to coop-
erate in order to transfer the most up-to-date specialized knowledge
in the world to the scholars and jurists of seminaries.

[January 13, 2021]

Using New Technology and Means of Communication
Are Honor for Islamic Seminaries

Grand Ayatollah Safi Golpaygani, one of the Shiite religious author-
ities said: “Islamic civilization has always had the greatest medal of
honor for better use of modern sciences and knowledge. Because
religious scholars emphasize utilizing scientific and technical tools
of the time for solving problems and providing superior products for
global management.”
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He added: “Today our seminaries are still proud for using the latest
technology and new means of communication like artificial intelli-
gence to promote correct ideas, guide people, attain healthy lifestyle
and achieve the perfection of humanity. Today, we can also use arti-
ficial intelligence for presenting religious opinions and views. Thus,
nowadays, seminarians’ duty is far greater than ever and their re-
sponsibilities are heavier.”

[25 October, 2020]

Using Artificial Intelligence for Solving Religious
Problems and Supplying Needs of Society

At the opening ceremony of the First National Conference on Arti-
ficial Intelligence and Islamic sciences, Grand Ayatollah Makarem
said in a statement: “The unbridled expansion of cyberspace and
facilitating users’ access to a variety of information has led to this
platform to be used for transferring the viewpoint of global domi-
nation system. The cultural and content richness of the teachings of
Ahl al-Bayt (Peace be upon them) obliges us to make proper use of
these technologies, including artificial intelligence, to confront and
combat the threats of cyberspace.”

He further stated: “In order to benefit from artificial intelligence, in
addition to focusing on solving religious problems, necessary ac-
tions should be made in social areas and also in dealing with the
needs of society.”

[25 October, 2020]
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Artificial Intelligence Is a Tool Which Can

Be Used in Islamic Propagation

Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, head of Iran’s Islamic Seminaries, said: “Ar-
tificial intelligence is one of the future developments in the world
and the field of meta-technology and extra-sectoral, and it holds a lot
of amazing benefits in the future academic scenarios.”

He added: “Aurtificial intelligence is related to Islamic seminaries
from two sides: 1) artificial intelligence as a research topic for Islam-
ic studies; and 2) artificial intelligence as a tool which can be used
in education, research and Islamic propagation. It is actually a tool
placed in the hands of the jurists and Muslim scholars. This technol-
ogy can increase the speed of ijtihad, accuracy of work, and it helps
a lot in systematizing works and is very effective in establishing the
relationship between ideas and concepts.”

[25 October, 2020]

Artificial Intelligence Is an Advisory Tool for Jurists
Ayatollah Mehdi Shabzendedar, one of the prominent scholars of
Qom and a member of the jurists of the Guardian Council, stressed
the need to use artificial intelligence by saying: “There is a point in
Usul al-Figh according to which one can act on practical principles
(al-usul al-’amaliyah) and al-Amarat only after a complete search.
Accordingly, any possibility that completes the search for a Mujtahid
in the path of ijtthad must be considered.”

He added: “If there are new possibilities, without using these facili-
ties, the search for a mujtahid will not be complete and fatwa cannot
be issued. Without the use of IT in its general sense, which includes
various facilities, one cannot attribute anything to Islam.”
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Ayatollah Shabzendedar considered the use of artificial intelligence
in the process of ijtihad as a necessary thing and said: “If we do not
use new tools, we are responsible to God Almighty, because in this
case, ijtihads will be less accurate, so the new technology that God
has given to human beings must be used.”

[15 November, 2020]

Artificial Intelligence Capabilities: a Gateway

to the New World

Ayatollah Mamoud Rajabi, a member of Supreme Council of Islamic
seminaries, said: “The great capacities of artificial intelligence open
up a new world for researchers. If IT technology would be available
for researchers, it can help a lot in terms of comprehensiveness, speed
and accuracy. This technology prevents committing lots of mistakes
and enables fast and accurate access to numerous data and saves time
for researchers so they can devote their time to scientific reflections.
In addition, artificial intelligence is very progressive, accelerating
and organizing for cultural activities and Islamic propagation.”

[6, February 2021]
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Corona Opportunities for Al-Azhar University

Dr. Yousef Amer, Vice President of Al-Azhar University, said: Coro-
na accelerated the universities’ use of technology for education and
research. He pointed to the opportunities for online education and
said: ‘Currently, 400,000 students are studying in Al-Azhar through
cyberspace. 23,000 of them are foreign students.’

|4 November, 2020]

Social Network and Strange Fatwas

“Social media has led to the spreading of false and bizarre fatwas,”
said Dr. Majdi Ashour, the scientific adviser to the Grand Mufti
of Egypt. “People should receive the correct fatwas from reliable
sources.” He stressed: “Extremist groups are abusing these fatwas
and using it for their personal interests. This causes the spreading of
strange fatwas in cyberspace.”

Filtering Instagram Depends on a Suitable Internal
Replacement

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace Dr. Abolhassan
Firouzabadi, said: “There are many discussions about the issue of In-
stagram. But after filtering Instagram without a suitable alternative,
we will face some problems. People need connections and social
networks; thus we cannot close a social network without finding a
suitable alternative. Some people see only the moral problems of
Instagram, but I see much more problems. Instagram puts users in
information bubble, and increases the self-fascination and imposes
the will of the platform on people. However, many people live on
this environment and we cannot easily block this platform.”

[10 January, 2021]
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Parliament’s Approach Towards Cyberspace

The speaker of Iran’s Parliament wrote in a tweet: “The eleventh par-
liament’s approach about cyberspace is to emphasize on opportuni-
ty-centeredness of this space rather than threatening. Let’s discover
opportunities without politicization.”

[25 August, 2020]

Social Networks Have Unlimited Power

Priest Dr. Andrea Zaki, president of the protestant community of
Egypt, said: “social networks have unlimited power and ability to
influence the culture of individuals, especially young people, and
their behaviors, ideas and actions. They are subject to modification
and change by the influencers. Today, users of social media not only
live in society, but also produce new forms of social existence.”

[24 November, 2020]

Violence and Hatred in Cyberspace

Have Become a Global Issue

Dr. Sameh Fawzi said: “Today, hateful religious, ethnic, social or
cultural posts are spreading in all societies, both advanced and de-
veloping.”

In a meeting hosted by Al-Sharq Al-Awsat News Agency and in
cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Awgaf: Dr. Sameh Faw-
zi said: In new media, unlike the traditional media, people are not
only the recipients of the news, but also directly produce the news,
expressing their feelings and thoughts about themselves and others.
This accelerated process has reduced human power and confused
them about the events around it which has led some researchers to
ask Internet celebrities to think before writing anything.

91

/




Islam and Cyberspace Newsletter

The director of the Research and Development Center of Alexandria
Library continued: “Violence and hatred in cyberspace have become
a global and regional issue. A set of actions are needed to make the
Internet free of violence and hatred.”

[24 November, 2020]

The First National Conference on “Artificial
Intelligence and Islamic Sciences”

The first national conference on “Artificial Intelligence and Islamic
Sciences” was held on the 25th, October 2020 in Qom in order to in-
crease cooperation and further explanation of the goals and capabil-
ities of this technology. Conference axes were as follows: Jurispru-
dential and analytical analysis, Theorizing and modeling, Analyzing
opportunities and threats, Logical reasoning and modeling, Algo-
rithm design and ontology, Intelligent and interactive applications.

In this conference, an intelligent system called ‘“Najaf” was unveiled.
Najaf intelligent system will be highly efficient in identifying new and
up-to-date jurisprudential issues of the society and this system has a
powerful server which the entire history of hadiths, jurisprudence and
interpretation can be extracted. In this intelligent system, all publishers
of the Islamic world can offer their works and books, and their intel-
lectual and material property rights will be preserved in this system.

, The 34th Islamic Unity Conference on “Media
Cyberspace and Islamic Unity”

Hujjat-ul-Islam Dr.Hamid Shahriari, Secretary General of World
Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought, in his speech
at The 34th Islamic Unity Conference on “Media, Cyberspace and
Islamic Unity” said:
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“Currently we are facing three tsunamis which are information, com-
munications and blockchain. Information tsunami means that human
knowledge will be double in a short time. With the help of social
networks, it has become easy for people to reach out and message
each other. In other words, with the expansion of social networks,
the power of people over the government has increased and is one
of the reasons for the Islamic awakening and power in the world.
Accordingly, access to communication networks has reduced the
power of governance. Another tsunami is blockchain tsunami which
analysts predict despite this tsunami, we will face reduction in gov-
ernment organizations, and consequently, a reduction in their role,
which is a threat.”

[29 October, 2020]

A Religious Super App for Muslim Children

Named “Dordaneh” Was Unveiled

In this application, more than 20,000 Iranian cartoons, educational
and entertainment audios, various books, online and offline games
with an Islamic-Iranian perspective have been collected.

This Android software is the first [ranian startup that seeks to com-
prehensively meet the needs of Muslim children and their parents in-
cluding education, entertainment, goods and services, etc. The baby
products store section of this religious startup will be operational two
months later.

[12 November, 2020]
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Social Network Control Law in Turkey

Turkey’s competition watchdog on Monday launched an investigation
into Facebook and WhatsApp over the messaging application’s chang-
es to its data-sharing rules. The Competition Board also said in a state-
ment that it has ordered a suspension of WhatsApp’s new data collec-
tion rules in Turkey. The move came after the messaging application
said it was updating its terms of service and privacy rules as of Feb.
8, forcing users to agree to share more of their data with Facebook,
which owns WhatsApp. The company says the changes are related to
business transactions and that private messages wouldn’t be affected.

[1 October, 2020]

The 6th Islamic Finance Conference on “Islamic
Finance: A Strategic Option for Global Economies”
Effat University, the Islamic Research and Training Institute IRTI, and
the International Center for Education in Islamic Finance INCEIF, or-
ganized the 6th Islamic Finance Conference on December 17th 2020 in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The COVID 19 has shown that Islamic finance
could be the strategic option to address the global economies through
its many channels and tools such as Cash Waqf. Some of the Themes of
the conference were as followings: Fintech and Saudi Vision 2030, New
Economic Models after Covid 19, Economics of COVID 19: The Islam-
ic Finance Perspective, Ethics and regulations of digital Islamic finance.

Promoting Skepticism and Denying Divinity

in Video Games

The ninth workshop of the Office of Islamic Studies of Cyberspace was
held in cooperation with the theological school of Imam Kadhim (a.s)
on the subject “The wisdom of video games.”
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Shaykh Dr. Mohammad Mohsen Mir Morshedi, an expert and de-
signer of computer games, at the beginning of the workshop spoke
about the nature and importance of this issue and then defined video
games, its history, features and components. He went on providing
and saying the statistics of using video games in Iran and the world.

Explaining the threats of computer games, Mir Morshedi said, “Some
of the problems that abound in these games are: Promoting skepticism,
relativism of truth, misinterpretations of God, spirit, and jinn, promot-
ing the Trinity, violence, Islamophobia, validation of Zionism.”

Google plans Fiber-optic Cable Linking Israel

and Saudi Arabia

Google intends to build a new corridor for internet traffic via a fib-
er optic network for the first time between Israel and Saudi Arabia,
linking Asia to Europe, which is seen as a threat to Egypt’s future as
a major transit point for international submarine cables.

[24 November, 2020]

Saudi Arabia Has Launched a New

Mobile App “Eatmarna”

The Ministry of Hajj and Umrah of Saudi Arabia has launched a new
mobile app “Eatmarna” “U_«ie” which enables domestic pilgrims to
book an appointment to perform Umrah.

“More than a million Saudi citizens and expatriate residents have
registered for Umrah through the Eatmarna app”, Deputy Minister
of Hajj and Umrah, Dr. Abdul Fattah Mashat said.

The Ministry of Hajj launched the (Eatmarna) application to enable
those wishing to perform Umrah and visit to request the issuance of
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permits to enter the Two Holy Mosques to perform Umrah, visit and
prayers according to the capacity approved by the concerned author-
ities to ensure the provision of a spiritual and safe atmosphere that
achieves health precautionary measures.

Facebook Account and the Website

for Ababil Seized by US

The US Department of Justice boycotted and confiscated 20 sites
that affect the minds of the American people at the same time as the
elections in this country. The first site and at the top of this list is the
Spanish-language news site “Ababil”, which has been dealing with
the issue of Palestine and Israel. This site was operated by the stu-
dents of the Islamic seminary of Qom for the Spanish languages of
the American continent.

[10 November, 2020]

Holding a Higher Level Course of Jurisprudence
“Social Networks and Messengers”

The jurisprudence course of “Social relations with the approach of ju-
risprudence of social networks and messengers” was started by Aya-
tollah Alireza A’rafi, director of seminaries, from the beginning of the
seminary academic year, and 13 sessions have been held so far.

[10 November, 2020]

Higher Level Course of Jurisprudence “Bitcoin and
SDR currency + startup investment jurisprudence”
Contemporary jurisprudence course on “Bitcoin and SDR currency
+ startup investment jurisprudence” is holding by Ayatollah Seyed
Mohammad Reza Modarresi. He is a member of the Guardian Coun-
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cil and a member of the Qom Seminary Teachers Association. Topics
covered in this course are as follows: The nature and rules of bitcoin
and cryptocurrencies, jurisprudential review of Convertible contract,
jurisprudential review of SAFE (Simple Agreement for Future Equi-
ty) contract, the nature and Rulings of SDR International Currency.
This course will be held online on Tuesdays, and seven sessions have
been held so far.

[10 November, 2020]

Artificial Intelligence: An Efficient Assistant

for Issuing Jurisprudential Fatwas

Dr. Behrouz Minaei, advisor to the director of Islamic seminaries in
the field of artificial intelligence, said: “Artificial intelligence will
create a great new change in the field of humanities, jurisprudential,
educational and ideological researches, and will provide opportunity
to great religious scholars and seminary researchers helping them in
the path of jurisprudence and issuing fatwas. Finally, the issuance of
fatwas on a specific issue is done with the opinion of the jurist, and
these intelligent systems will not be able to have a mental and deci-
sion-making process instead of the jurist and the religious scholars.”

Then he spoke about the challenges and consequences of using on-
line education systems and the application of artificial intelligence:
“The higher level course of jurisprudence of artificial intelligence
will be launched in seminaries to evaluate and explore this issue
from a moral, ideological and jurisprudential perspective.”

[9, October 2020]
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Pakistan Threatens Google, Wikipedia

Pakistan authorities have sent notices to Google and Wikipedia over
content like caricatures of Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him
and his progeny) and an “unauthentic” version of the Quran.

“Complaints were also received regarding hosting of caricatures of
Holy Prophet and dissemination of misleading, wrong, deceptive
and deceitful information through articles published on Wikipedia”
the PTA said in a statement published on its official Twitter handle.

[25 December, 2021]

Qatari Muftis Respond to a Question about

Artificial Intelligence

An artificial intelligence student asked the Qatari Mutftis of islam-
web.net about the Shari’a ruling in his field. He wrote in his question:

I am a student of programming sciences. Some of our teaching mate-
rials are about artificial intelligence; like the possibility of simulating
the human mind and producing machines that can think and learn.
Is artificial intelligence interfering with God’s creation? Is artificial
intelligence forbidden?

Answer: The truth is that this problem is only a terminology prob-
lem. The field of this study (artificial intelligence) does not contra-
dict in any way the uniqueness of God Almighty in creation. Creat-
ing artificial intelligence does not take it out from “Being a tool”” and
“Soulless”, nor does it provide it with the characteristics of living
things. The basic rule in things is to be lawful unless we have a rea-
son for being Haram and forbidden.

98




World News

Moroccan Muslim Lady Wins the First Prize for
Artificial Intelligence

Hajar Mousannif, a Moroccan artificial intelligence (Al) researcher
and professor at Cadi Ayyad University in Marrakech, won the 1st
prize in the “Global Al Inclusion Award”

Hajar Al-Musannaf, professor of machine learning (a branch of ar-
tificial intelligence) and big data analysis, has received more than
one patent in areas related to “a peripheral feedback system to assess
student learning” and to “provide personalized content based on the
recognition of emotions via mobile devices”.

[Dec 4, 2020]

Egypt’s App. against Sexual Harassment Launched
Earlier this year, Egypt witnessed a mass social media movement
encouraging women to speak up and take legal action against sex-
ual harassment. Inspired by such activism, GUC Computer Science
graduates, Salma Shaaban and Ahmed Rihan, used their skills to de-
velop Matkhafeesh (‘Don’t Be Scared’), an app that can help victims
of sexual harassment and abuse by providing them with the resourc-
es they need.

Shaaban said: “The application is a digital way to battle the rising
rates of sexual harassment in Egypt.” She continued, “We depend
on the information provided by the victims anonymously. The user
can enter the data of the place, and the degree of the harassment she
faced without asking for her identity.” “This helps us in setting accu-
rate and updated areas that witnessed sexual harassment. That infor-
mation will be sent to the concerned authorities to form a protecting
campaign and rising awareness initiatives,” Shaaban indicated.
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Saudi Arabia’s New Smart City

Saudi Arabia is building a smart city called NEOM as a part of its
Vision 2030 program to reduce the country’s dependence on oil rev-
enues and turn it into a technology hub. The $500 billion city would
run by artificial intelligence and be funded by the kingdom’s sover-
eign-wealth fund.

Each resident would have a unique ID number, and Neos would
process data from heart-rate monitors, phones, facial-recognition
cameras, bank details, and thousands of internet-of-things devices
around the city, per the plans reported by ZDNet.

Current smart cities like Songdo, South Korea, use data from inter-
net-of-things sensors to perform actions like alert people when their
bus is approaching or prevent water waste — but nothing in exist-
ence comes close to Neom’s plan.

[February 18, 2021]

Spying on Uighur Muslims with Artificial Intelligence
A new list of Uighur detainees believed to be leaked from Xinjiang
suggests that China continues to use sophisticated data collection
technology to identify and arbitrarily detain members of the Muslim
minority, according to a recent report by Human Rights Watch.

Government authorities are accused of using high-tech surveillance
against them and detaining many in forced-labor camps, where chil-
dren are sometimes separated from their parents. Uighur people be-
long to a mostly Muslim ethnic group that lives mainly in Xinjiang
province, in north-western China.
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IPVM also discovered references to Uighur people in patents filed
by the Chinese artificial-intelligence company Sense time and im-
age-recognition specialist Megvii.

[11, December 2020]

Another Muslim Prayer App Found to be

Tracking Users’ Locations

Another popular Muslim prayer smartphone application is tracking
the location of its users and selling data that ends up in the hands of
the US government, said a media report. Salaat First, which has been
downloaded more than 10 million times on Android, can potentially
track its Muslim users’ location that includes places of worship. Last
November, it was reported that Muslim Pro, another smartphone ap-
plication that was downloaded over 98 million times, gathered user
location data and sold it to the US military.

[12 January 2021]

Little Arabic Content on the Internet

“Arabic content on the Internet is very repetitive and annoying, and
finding an article in English is much easier than in Arabic”, Hazim
Awad wrote in an article.

The Syrian author went on to mention the holding of the fourth con-
ference of Arabic digital content with the presence of the ministers of
communications of the Arab countries on 5-7 October, 2020 and add-
ed: according to the statement of this conference, the Arabic content
contributes only 3% of the global content on the internet, although
100 million Arabs use the internet. Arabic is the fifth language in the
world and 422 million Arab are living all around the world.

[4 January, 2021]
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Third Festival of Religion and Cyberspace

The Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace is holding the third
Festival of Religion and Cyberspace with the topic “Solving key Cy-
berspace Issues”.

This festival would be in cooperation with Al-Mustafa International
University, Baqir al-Olum University, Management center of sem-
maries, the Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute, and
The Center for Services of Islamic Seminaries.

The festival will be organized around 15 main research axes:

1. Analyzing the relationship between system of Wilayat-e faqih (guard-
ianship of the Islamic jurist) and anti-government technologies: A case
study of Blockchain...

2. Jurisprudential analysis of the right to anonymity and its limits in Is-
lam, its relationship to the identity of individuals, entities, and activities
in cyberspace

3. Philosophical-jurisprudential analysis of ownership in cyberspace

4. Philosophical-jurisprudential analysis of the concept of property (al-
mal) in cyberspace

5. Jurisprudential-social study of the principle and methods of creating
or appearing in social networks with regard to the existence of oppor-
tunities and threats together; in three situations: the domination of the
enemy, the domination of the Islamic government and the balance

6. Jurisprudential analysis of basic values of Islamic economics in cy-
berspace, a comparative study of Islamic cryptocurrency

7. Philosophical-jurisprudential analysis of digital arts

8. Investigating the limits of policy-making, regulation, legislation and
criminalization in cyberspace governance from the jurisprudential per-
spective
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9. Jurisprudential analysis of the limits and methods of monitoring cy-
berspace considering different layers of users in cyberspace

10. Possibility of defining and limits of privacy in cyberspace from the
perspective of jurisprudence

11. Jurisprudential rules and principles for the interaction of Islamic
system with governments, companies, and other peoples in cyberspace

12. Jurisprudential analysis of the conflict between security and globali-
zation in the age of cyberspace

13. Analyzing the philosophical-moral-jurisprudential limits of artificial
intelligence in Islam

14. Comparison between jurisprudential approaches (individual, gov-
ernmental, and systematization jurisprudence) in dealing with new phe-
nomena, a case study of cryptocurrency

15. Critical comparison of negative and positive viewpoints in ap-
proaches, movements and behaviors in dealing with cyberspace from
the perspective of philosophy of jurisprudence

Deadline:
The deadline for abstract submission will be May 21, 2021.

The authors who have been accepted their papers have the opportu-
nity to send the full file of their work to the secretariat of the festival
by August 22, 2021

The Director of Women Seminaries Visited the

Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace

Shaykh Abdul Karim Behjatpour, director of women seminaries,
met with the director of the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace.

Hojjat-ul-Islam Behjatpour, after expressing satisfaction with the
activities of the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace, said: “We
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must break the hegemony and domination of the enemies in cyber-
space, and when this is achieved and their monarchy on cyberspace
is defeated, we will gain deterrent power and we can create strength
to reach power and domination. Then enjoining good and forbidding
wrong will be effective in the present age. And this atmosphere can
be managed.”

The head of the women seminaries continued by stating that the
women seminaries are among the advanced institutions in the field
of IT and cyberspace. He said: “Using cyberspace is one of the best
opportunities for women’s social presence. Cyberspace is a good
place to solve the challenge which is the necessity of raising children
at home and performing social tasks in society. Women can combine
these two tasks in cyberspace.”

Clash of Civilizations In Cyberspace

Shaykh Reza Haj Hosseini, head of the Office of Islamic Studies on
Cyberspace met with Ayatollah Mirbagheri, a member of the Lead-
ership Experts.

Ayatollah Mirbagheri explained the encounter with cyberspace issues
at three levels:

One, encountering small, insignificant, and current issues of cyber-
space under Western civilization that most people face.

The second is to confront complex systems. Systems whose com-
ponents cannot be evaluated independently of the whole. The es-
tablishment of this system will distort Islamic issues in the fields of
economics, politics and culture.

Third, a system of governance on a global scale, by evaluating various
layers of human life, seeks to guide and change fundamental, scientif-
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ic, and practical ideas, and the distortion of popular culture and life-
style. They have also designed technologies and techniques for their
purpose and incorporated them into the structure of human life.

He went on to explain three approaches to dealing with this system:
The first approach is the acceptance of Western civilization. The sec-
ond approach is the Islamization of these civilizations, which can be
done at the level of small issues, and the ultimate confrontation in
this approach is the reasoning with no definite opposition to Islam.

He described the third approach as a clash of civilizations and said,
“The confrontation that takes place at the level of the system of
Leadership of the Ummah is a kind of approach; in this approach,
we can passivate the governance of the West by getting out of the
defensive mode and creating an incident.”

Chairman of the Supreme Council of Cyberspace
Visited the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace
Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace Dr. Abolhassan
Firouzabadi, met with the members and researchers of the office of
Islamic studies on cyberspace, and was briefed on the latest activities
and achievements.

He considered the monitoring and the general flow and future re-
search of cyberspace as one of the goals of establishing this office
in Qom and said, “We should be as a thermometer of cyberspace in
this field and devise the characteristics and strategies to deal with it.
Cyberspace is a continuation of real space and has a social nature.”

The chairman of the supreme council of cyberspace called on the
office to examine various and general issues of cyberspace and said,
“the Fundamental and basic issues that should be examined and
studied include: ownership in cyberspace, definition of privacy, hu-
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man freedom and its limits, discussion of governance and its limits
and how people intervene in social life in cyberspace.”

Islamic Research of Cyberspace in

Iran Has No Global Reflection

Mahmoud Rafin in the meeting with Dr. Firoozabadi, (the Secretary
of Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace) and the researchers of the
Office of Islamic Studies of Cyberspace, stated: “In comparison with
other countries in the field of Islamic studies on cyberspace, Iranian
thinkers have more articles and publications in terms of quantity and
quality. And this is because of the dynamic jurisprudence of Ahl al-
Bayt school. But we are weak in publishing Islamic research works
about cyberspace in English and Arabic. Thus, unfortunately, these
articles and books have not been reflected in any scientific sources or
international media. Also, despite the important and significant state-
ments of the great religious scholars about cyberspace and artificial
intelligence, their views have not been translated and published in
other languages such as English and Arabic.”

Festival of Designing Jurisprudential Questions about
Cyberspace

The first festival of designing jurisprudential questions about cyber-
space ended with the announcement of the names of the winners.
About 3,000 questions were received at the festival. After arranging
and categorizing them based on the axes of the festival, these works
were sent to the judges, and 11 of the participants were recognized
as the best.

[12 September 2020]
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Scientific Meeting on Artificial Intelligence;

Threats and Opportunities for Religious Life

Scientific meeting titled “Artificial Intelligence; threats and Oppor-
tunities for Religious Life” was held by Shaykh Dr. Anbiaei on 17
September, 2020. He expressed different views about the threats of ar-
tificial intelligence to religious life: Some people considered artificial
intelligence as God, some others have equated the development of ar-
tificial intelligence with the end of human religiosity. They mistakenly
believe that with the advancement of science, religion will disappear.
Another group believes that the development of artificial intelligence
hinders some religious beliefs, and science should be placed as a new
source of knowledge along with other sources of knowledge. Other
thinkers see the threat of artificial intelligence in some religious behav-
iors, including thinking, worship, and concentration, communication
and family, work and social activities. Another group sees artificial
intelligence as an obstacle to religious imperatives, widening the gap
between rich and poor, destroying privacy, producing highly destruc-
tive weapons, social engineering and warfare, and destroying cultures.

Dr. Anbiaei continued: In opposition to these threats, artificial in-
telligence also creates opportunities for religiosity, which today we
see examples of employing artificial intelligence for religious use in
different religions.

[17 September, 2020]

Publication of Book “A Bibliography and Study

of Cyberspace & Women’s Researches”

With the efforts of the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace, the
book titled “A Bibliography and Study of Cyberspace & Women’s
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Researches” is published. The book is written by Fatemeh Karimi
Dardashti. It has 56 pages written in Persian language.

Abstract of the book:

Nowadays, cyberspace makes a profound impact on human life,
thanks to the progress of science and information technology.
Threats can be turned into opportunities through comprehensive and
deliberate knowledge of the cyberspace. Cyberspace to a large extent
is designed to target women. Therefore, given their role in the family
and society, the study of this issue is of paramount importance. In the
present work, following the compilation and the review of former
researches, the author introduces their structure, content, period of
time, authors’ gender and their educational center.

[16 October, 2020]

Book of “Report of Islamic Conference on Virtual
Currencies under Evaluation” Published

With the efforts of the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace,
the book “report of Islamic conference on Virtual Currencies under
Evaluation” is published.

The book is written by Mahmoud Rafian and Saeed Mahdiyan. It
has 52 pages and written in Arabic. Like any other emerging issue,
cryptocurrencies have jurisprudential and religious effects and can
be a subject in the sharia law. On April 16, 2019, the College of
Sharia and Islamic Studies in UAE organized an Islamic Conference
entitled “Virtual Currencies under Evaluation”. Researchers tried to
clarify the concept of digital currencies from various fields of studies
such as Law and Sharia. 37 selected articles of the conference have
been published in a 980-page book entitled “Waqa’i‘ al-Mu tamar
al-‘umalat al-iftiradiyyat fi al-mizan”.
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In the present book, articles of the conference were reviewed and a
brief report of each of them was presented. The authors have com-
piled this work in two chapters. In the first chapter, they have a statis-
tical look at the articles of the conference. And in the second chapter,
they have presented a short report of each of the articles.

[11 November, 2020]

Festival of the Faithful Life In Cyberspace

The second festival of religion and cyberspace with the topic of
“Festival of the Faithful Life in Cyberspace” was organized by the
office of Islamic studies on cyberspace. Practical Quranic verses and
narrations about cyberspace have been sent to the secretariat of the
festival. A total of 1620 works, including verses and narrations, were
sent to the secretariat of the festival based on which about 5000 rec-
ommendations were presented in various virtual fields.

Axis of the festival were as follows: Faithful life in social networks,
Faithful life and computer games, Faithful content in cyberspace,
Faithful business in cyberspace, Faithful teaching and learning in
cyberspace, Faithful consumption in cyberspace, Faithful supervi-
sion over cyberspace, Internet of things in the service of faithful life,
Faithful life and Artificial intelligence, Faithful technologies, Faith-
ful software, Faithful searches and search engines.

[10 December, 2020]
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Workshop on “Blockchain and cryptocurrencies,
religious opportunities and challenges”

The sixth workshop of the Office of Islamic Studies on cyberspace on
“Blockchain and cryptocurrencies, religious opportunities and chal-
lenges” was held at the office with the presentation of Shaykh Alireza
Sadough, a member of the Iranian Association of Blockchain.

He considered the use of Blockchain beyond the issue of cryptocur-
rencies and said: “This technology, which some have referred to as
a revolution in technology, is not specific to cryptocurrencies, rather
providing the groundwork for cryptocurrencies is one of its applica-
tions. Blockchain is like an operating system that has the ability to
install various software on it. This technology can be used in a wide
range of financial and non-financial applications. The use of Block-
chain in insurance and banking, medicine, the Internet of Things are
some of the applications of this technology.

[5 November, 2020]

The Head of the Basij Center for Teachers in the Seminary

of Qom Visited the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace
Shaykh Mohammad Hassan Nabavi, head of the Basij Center for
Teachers in the seminary of Qom, visited the Office of Islamic Stud-
ies on cyberspace and met with Shaykh Reza Haj Hosseini, the di-
rector of the office.

The director of the Office of Islamic Studies on cyberspace, ex-
plaining the three types of confrontation in opposition to western
governance over cyberspace, said: There are three types of active
confrontation to cyberspace. Either we have to manage and super-
vise the imported platforms or we have to make and present similar
to what exists in the West based on Islamic formats; like EITAA app
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and Aparat website. The third active confrontation with cyberspace
is a principled and innovative confrontation according to which our
policy in cyberspace will be based on Islamic jurisprudence, the last
one will cause strength and dignity in cyberspace.

Shaykh Mohammad Hassan Nabavi, expressing satisfaction with the
activities of the Office of Islamic Studies on cyberspace, noted: ‘We
have two types of activities in cyberspace; once we use cyberspace to
propagate religious content, which, thank God, the religious people
have made significant progress in this area. But the most significant
issue that has been overlooked is the study of cyberspace itself, which
has been less worked on. It is a blessing that a group of scholars have
entered this field and should be strengthened and supported.’

[23 December, 2020]

Meeting of the Director of the Office of Islamic

Studies on Cyberspace with Ayatollah Modarresi
Shaykh Reza Haj Hosseini, head of the Office of Islamic Studies on
Cyberspace, met with Ayatollah Seyed Mohammad Reza Modarresi,
a member of the Guardian Council and a member of the Qom Semi-
nary Teachers Association.

In this meeting, Shaykh Haj Hosseini said: ‘with the researches done
by the office, about 200 jurisprudential questions on the subject of
cryptocurrencies and also 200 jurisprudential questions in the field
of artificial intelligence have been extracted, which requires a con-
vincing and reasoned answer of seminaries.’

In this meeting, Ayatollah Modarresi Yazdi said: ‘One of the topics
that will surely have a greater place in the economy in the future is
digital currencies and cryptocurrencies, which the Islamic seminary
and Muslim scholars should study carefully and in depth. Thus, this
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year we have started a course on jurisprudential study of Bitcoin and
other cryptocurrencies.

[12 December, 2020]

Book of “Coronavirus Crisis and the Role of Family in
Cyberspace Management” Published

With the efforts of the Office of Islamic Studies on Cyberspace, the
book “Coronavirus Crisis and the Role of Family in Cyberspace
Management” is published. The book is written by Shaykh Dr.
Hojjatollah Bayat. It has 54 pages and written in Farsi.

Abstract of the book:

Management of cyberspace has always been one of the concerns
of authorities and families, because if communication technologies
are not properly recognized and managed, there will be many neg-
ative consequences for everyone. Although the management of this
space has been necessary at all times, but with the involvement of the
world with the coronavirus crisis, its need has increased.

In this Coronavirus crisis, needs and requirements such as edu-
cation, meeting the relatives, shopping, worship and etc have be-
come dependent on Internet and cyberspace, and unprecedentedly
families have turned toward cyberspace. Therefore, this article first
talks about the need to increase the media literacy of authorities and
families, then features of media dimensions such as a fundamen-
tal change in the social communication system, unique features of
communication technology, dangers of media addiction and devel-
opment criteria, threats and challenges of cyberspace are discussed.
This research also pointed to the need for health communication and
the role of religion, family and government institutions in maintain-
ing and perpetuating it.
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Finally, according to the role and position of families in the process of
production, distribution, and media consumption, this research exam-

ined the principles of cyberspace management, i.e. “planning”, “tar-
geting”, “decision making”, “control and monitoring” and mentioned

2

the ways to prevent and treat negative consequences of cyberspace.
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