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1. Theater.
2. Hollywoodism.
3. Wiley Blackwell.

4. Spielberg Alan Steven.

5. Lynch Keith David.

6. Charles Scorsese Martin.
7. Alfred Hitchcock.

8. Stanley Kubrick.

9. Irven William.

10. Matrix.

11. Harry Potter.

12. Inception.

13. Terminator.

14. Heroes.

15. Lost.

16. Simpsons.

17. South Park.

18. Superman.

19. Samurai.

20. Metaphysics.

21. The True Blood And Philosophy.
22. Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche.
23. Nihilism.

24. Immunuel Kunt.

25. Karl Raimund Popper.
26. Matrix And Philosophy.
27. LisaSimpson.

28. Lost And Philosophy.
29. Nial Ferguson.

30. The Acsent Of Money.
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2. continental philosophical perspective.
3. The continental-friendly philosophy.
4. Henri Bergson.
5. Gilles Deleuze.
6. Jean-L ouis Schefer.
7. Jacques Ranciéres SlavojZizek.
8. Stanley Cavell’s work The World Viewed.
9. Noel Carroll.
10. Mystifying Movies.
11. determined by Psycho-Semiotic Marxist
paradigms.
12. pre-semiotic theorists.
13. Bazin¢<Arnheim.
14. Miinsterberg, Kracauer.
15. British journal Screen.
16. film theory.
17. Bordwell, Gaut, and Branigan.
18. “pure reason being criticized” (2) “pure reason
doing the criticizing”.
19. fantasies and hallucinations.
20. André Bazin.
21. abstractness and concreteness.
22. AmédéeAyfre.
23. Christian Metz.
24. Saussurean model of signification.
25, Lacanian psychology.
26. Foucaultian.
27. Andrei Tarkovsky.
28. Gilbert Cohen Séat.
29. Jean Epstein’s L’Intelligenced une machine.
30. André Bazin.
31. Umberto Eco «Pier Paolo Pasolini.
32. Siegfried Kracauer<Walter Benjamin.
33. Praxis.
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1. Harry Potter.
2. The Lord of the Rings.

3. Victor Frankenstein.
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2. Protestantism.
3. Puritans.
4. inquisition.
5. Martin Luther.
6. Francis Fukuyama.
7.kabbalah.
8. Freemasonry.
9. Armaged n.
10. Francis Bacon.
11. Jean—Jacques Rousseau.
12. John Milton.
13. Sir Isaac Newton.
14. Amold Joseph Toynbee.
15. Paul Thomas Anderson.
16. Keith Rupert Murdoch.
17. George Soros.
REVISSVEREIN AT
19. Fitna.
20. Geert Wilders.
21. Sir John Malcolm.
22. George Alfred Leon Sarton.
23. Davinci Code
24. Mary Magdalene.
25. Fuller, Graham.
26. Jean Chardin.
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these "gestures” can turn drawing into a philosophical
activity. Like film, drawing resembles thinking. The per-
son who draws does not imagine a line and then draw
it. She does not imagine a face and then draw it. No, the
drawing itself thinks these lines while it is drawn, it thinks
with lines while it produces itself. In this way, drawing
is capable of establishing an autonomous reality that
functions independently of imaginative and narrative
inputs or outputs.

The same is true for filmic images. We can say that
these images or lines are virtual because somehow,
they come about by thinking themselves. The French
painter and poet Henri Michaux was fascinated by how
Paul Klee's colors seem to emanate from the canvas. To
him, they did not seem to have been put there by Klee,
but they seemed to have emerged on their own. Mer-
leau-Ponty refers to this comment by Michaux in his
L'Eil et l'esprit.

Kheradvarzi: Which philosophical school is closer to
the concepts of cinema aesthetics?

In the 1940 appeared a quite influential essay by Alex-
andre Astruc called “La Caméra-stylo," which Susan
Sontag mentions in her essay "On Style." Maybe the
philosophical literature linked to that essay by Astru-
crepresents the most interesting part of philosophy of
film. Astruc says that cinema is not showing images
but that it is rather writing with the camera. The camera
draws reality until it becomes a "linguistic” expression.
When he says that the camera is writing a language, he
means that it is not putting images together and then
stylizes them, that is, makes them more "beautiful” or
different. Instead, cinema is writing a language in a cer-
tain style, which brings film closer to the producer of
concepts. In films, the abstract element is not just the
time component. The latter would be the point of view
of montage. No, for Astruc, the cinematic expression is
abstract in itself, it is a concept, it is style that is written.
So, to answer your question, yes, cinema can express
philosophical concepts simply because it has a peculiar
abstract language. It is not — like surrealism —symbol-
izing, it is not a Freudian illustration of concepts. By the
way, Astruc was very much against surrealism. Cinema
produces concepts while it is "speaking” or "writing"
simply because it cannot do otherwise. The cinemat-

ic language is more like Derrida's écriture, which does
not try to retrieve a palpable present but is just showing
itself without showing “something” and without sym-
bolizing "something.” There is justécriture, there is just
cinema. It's like a dream. The dream does not symbolize
anything, at least not while we are dreaming it. You can
interpret the symbols later, but in that case, you are not
attending to the dream’s language, but to a language
that you have created yourself. It's an interpretation, it's
not the dream itself.

There is in cinema always an interplay of realization and
abstraction, and this produces a certain kind of style.
That style is the “"concept” created by cinematic lan-
guage. So, yes, film creates philosophical concepts, and
these conceptsare not just due to an aestheticism that
“stylizes" reality. They are style.

Kheradvarzi: In your opinion, how effective are hu-
manist and pragmatist philosophies in outstanding
cinematic works?

Any philosophy can gain useful insights. It depends on
what it is looking for. Analytic philosophy has been very
astute in this realm, which was perhaps unexpected.
On the continental side, Daniel Frampton suggested in
his "Filmosophy" that film does not show or narrate but
that it evolves in parallel with the human act of think-
ing. "Film thinking" is actually what | would put forward
when answering your question. According to Frampton,
film thinks objects, characters, and actions, and it does
S0 in its own way, independently of what the director is
thinking. As | have said at the beginning, there is a think-
ing process in film, a thinking process that is not done
from the subjective point of view of a human. The re-
sult might be images, symbols, or mental states, but the
production process unfolds itself more like a game, in-
dependently of the director's subjectivity. It also follows
coincidences.

Who is keen on considering this in the realm of film
studies? | am thinking of all these philosophers that are
interested in the category of slow films or “contempla-
tive cinema", or what | have also described as "organic
cinema.” There is, in these films, a sort of "kenosis" or
what Buddhism calls "sunyata”, that is, an "emptying" of
the director's subjectivity. In Islamic philosophy this is
called fana, which you might know better.e
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Botz-Bornstein was born in Germany in 1964, studied
philosophy at the Sorbonne in Paris (Paris I) from 1985
to 1990, and received his Ph.D. (D.Phil) from Oxford
University in 1993. As a postdoctoral researcher based
in Finland he undertook extensive research on Rus-
sian formalism and semiotics in Russia and the Baltic
countries. In 2000 he received his habilitation from the
EHESS of Paris. He has also been researching for sever-
al years in Japan, in particular on the Kyoto School, and
worked for the Center of Cognition of Zhejiang Univer-
sity (Hangzhou, China) as a consultant and researcher
for two years. From 2007 to 2009 he was Assistant Pro-
fessor of philosophy at Tuskegee University, which is a
historically black university (HBCU) in Alabama. He is
now Professor of philosophy at Gulf University for Sci-
ence and Technology in Kuwait.

Kheradvarzi: What kind of relationship is there
between cinema and philosophy? Is it opposition
or interaction?

The first problem to be addressed here is weather films
are "philosophical” in ways in which other arts -literature
or painting for example-, are not. Is there something
philosophical not only in the content that the filmdis-
plays but also in the way in which cinema as a medium
expresses itself? Obviously, cinema has its own lan-
guage. It works with moving images. Are these mov-
ing images concepts? Does the consecution of these
images produce a philosophy? Film processes images
through time and thus creates an “artificial” time-space
universe. Does this procedure make cinematic images
more “conceptual” than images in, say, painting?

| am aware that | am asking questions instead of an-
swering your question, but | am just trying to show in

how many directions possible answers can go. Maybe
| can answer some of these questions in what follows.
Like any art, cinema can be philosophical. And basically-
Jin cinema, it can be so in two different ways. One needs
to distinguish between “philosophical cinema" and “cin-
ema of philosophy". There is no doubt that many films
express philosophical ideas, mainly in the realm of ethics.
In this way they also represent philosophical concepts.
But | find this phenomenon less interesting, be it only be-
cause other arts, especially literature, are doing this, too.
What interests me more is whether filming is not in itself
an appropriation or a fragmentation of reality that creates
its own reality in a way that is perhaps more philosophical
than what is done by literature. | can put this differently: is
the filming camera a gesture creating allegories and fig-
ures because it is “thinking” in a certain way?

Kheradvarzi: What is the role of cinema in representing
philosophical concepts?

The main question is: Does film have its own style of
thinking, its own logic, just like the dream creates its
own style of thinking? Obviously, the dream has a
style that is unmistakable "dreamlike."Why? Because,
it "thinks" in a certain way. It is not because it contains
certain objects, symbols, or because it has been stylized
in a certain way. We recognize dream images as such
not because they represent strange objects but only
because dreams think differently. The same goes for
another phenomenon: games. In games, actions have
their unmistakable “playful” style because they do not
emerge in the same way in which non-game actions
emerge. Again, games think differently.

Cinema is a little like drawing. Drawing is the art that, in
my view, comes closest to the art of cinema. In draw-
ing there are contrasts, highlights, links, deletions... All
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