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Preface By the English Translator: A. K. Ahmed

In May 2008, | was favored by Imam al-Ridha (‘a) with a visit to Iran along with my two sons Rafeeq
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Asghar and Mehmood Asghar. At Qom, | went to Ansariyan Publications to thank them for publishing my
book Karbala. | met Mr. Tagi Ansariyan, who placed the book Fadha'il Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) and asked

me if | would like to translate it into English.

It is worth mentioning here that the Ansariyans are the progeny of Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari who lived
to be in the company of the Prophet (S), Imam ‘Ali (‘a), his sons al-Hassan and al-Hussain (‘a), his
grandson ‘Ali Zain al-Abideen (‘a) and great-grandson Muhammad al-Bagir (‘a). When the order came
from a member of such a worthy family, | readily agreed to do it, considering it a great favor and honor

conferred upon me. | had already translated and published Nasai’s Khasa’is Amir Al-Mu’minin.

The art of reporting Ahadith which was developed into the fine science of analyzing the veracity of the
Ahadith and the chain of narrators, in what was known as lim al-Rijal is likely to be lost forever. This
prompted me to quote the entire chain of narrators as a prelude to a Hadith so that the link between the
narrator and the ultimate source, the Prophet (S), may be preserved in the English language for

posterity.

The task of translation from one language into another is indeed a most difficult one. Add to this the

literary nuances, phrases, idioms, usages... etc. | believe in a meaningful translation of the spirit rather
than the word. | plead guilty to my incompetence and an aversion for rendering a verbatim translation. |
am sure that anyone who is acquainted with the Ahadith would readily agree that the translation brings
out the true spirit of the matter. | am aware of my own shortcomings and | am sure that in the course of

years, more competent and learned translators may do better justice to the original work.

| am thankful to the Almighty, His Ma’sumin (‘a), particularly Imam al-Ridha (‘a) for the bounties
conferred on me by their Grace rather than by deserving them. | only hope that | would be able to visit
Mashhad again with my children and grandchildren [Insha Allah]. | seek the forgiveness of the Ma’sumin
(‘a) for any unintended shortfall. | sincerely hope that the reader will bear with me if he finds anything not

to his liking merely on account of differences in matters of faith and belief.

A. K. Ahmed

Hyderabad (India)

10th Dhu’'l-Qa’dah, 1429 H
11th November, 2008 C. E

Foreword By The Compiler

Foreword By the Compiler: ‘Ali Reza Sabiri Yazdi
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Al-Hamdu lil-Lahi Rabb al-‘Alameen, Wa as-salat wa as-salam 'ala Khayr Khalgih, Muhammad, wa 'ala

Ahlih, at-taharin. Wa al-la'anat al-da’ayimato al-a'da‘ihim ajma'in.
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The book of your virtues, the water of the sea is not enough
For they wet the tips of their fingers and count the pages

Who is ‘Ali (‘a)? How can we understand ‘Ali (‘a)? It is for Ali’s Creator to provide the material to
understand ‘Ali (‘a). We should understand ‘Ali (‘a) from the words of the Prophet (S) and Gabriel should
provide the introduction; it is for his wife Fatimah (‘a) who should introduce ‘Ali (‘a) to us. How can
anyone discuss a personality who is mentioned in ancient revealed Scriptures of Abraham, the Torah of
Moses, the Psalms of David, the Bible [Evangel] of Jesus and the Qur'an of Muhammad (S).

It is impossible for man to reach the pinnacle of his cognizance. To understand him one needs to scale
the skies and to accompany the Prophet in his ascension. Any attempt to understand ‘Ali (‘a) in any
other fashion would be like delving into the depths of a dark unfathomed cave while searching for the
sun. One has to come out of the depths [of ignorance] in order to understand the irradiance that is ‘Ali
(‘a) and if one is unable to scale great heights [of cognizance], one should at least be on an even
surface [devoid of prejudices] so that he might see the brilliance of the sun, provided there is no obstacle

in the way.

The expanse of this world in which we live is inadequate for ‘Ali (‘a) to spread the full expanse of his
glory and thus disclose the grandeur of his being. When the mountains are torn to shreds, when the
seas dry up, when the eerie deserts vanish, when the sun is extinguished along with the moon and
stars, when the man would be deprived of the capacity of speech and movement and when nothing
remains except the ONE, His Messenger (S) and ‘Ali (‘a) to rule their kingdom, on that Day and occasion
Allah will present ‘Ali (‘a) in his full majesty and glory before those assembled on Doomsday. What do
we know who is ‘Ali (‘a)? But Allah through His revelations and Gabriel through his Messages have

presented the Effulgent countenance of ‘Ali (‘a).

And yet, the Prophet did not lift the veil from the Effulgent face of ‘Ali (‘a). However, on occasions like the
night of Ascension, the Battle of the Ditch, the Battle of Uhud, the Battle of Khaybar and Laylat al-mabit
[the night of migration] — on every occasion and every place - there was an ongoing elaboration



between Allah, Muhammad, and Gabriel about Ali’s merits. Of course, Allah has described the stellar
qualities embodied in ‘Ali (‘a); the Messenger has elaborated on his status and merits. In that sense, ‘Ali

(‘a) shines before us like the sun on a clear day.

‘Ali (‘a) is the one who, on the command of Allah, was declared the Imam and Caliph through the
Prophet (S) at Ghadir Khumm on the occasion of the Prophet’s last pilgrimage. On that day, God
removed even the remotest possibility of a lurking doubt in a wavering mind; nor was there the remotest
chance of an excuse. ‘Ali (‘a) was the first to believe and affirm the Prophethood of Muhammad (S).
Unmatched and unique was ‘Ali (‘a) in his faith and piety; in wisdom and prudence, judiciousness and
equity. ‘Ali (‘a) was the foremost in the line of worshippers and the leader in every skirmish and battle. In
the distribution of public funds, he was scrupulously just and honest. Better it is for us to stop counting
his merits and virtues and let the matter speak for itself.

The Reason Behind The Compilation

From the year 1354 of the Solar Calendar, | was engaged in collecting Ahadith. One of my objects was
to collect the Ahadith concerning ‘Ali (‘a). By the year 1378, | was able to collect about 700 Ahadith
relating to ‘Ali (‘a). Our leader had declared the year 1379 as ‘the Year of Amir Al-Mu’minin’ - as in that
year the Ghadir festival fell twice and was celebrated twice. | thought that it would be best if | could
publish a book of Ahadith eulogizing Imam ‘Ali (‘a). Taking the Spirit of ‘Ali (‘a) as my guide and placing
my trust in Allah, | immediately went about the task of collecting the Ahadith. By the Grace of God, the
work was completed much before the anticipated period. However, | wanted people of all sects of
Muslims to read the book and therefore provided all the nuances to present it to the kaleidoscope of

readers. But this required more time and therefore there was a delay in publishing the book.

| am thankful to God for guiding me in presenting an anthology of one thousand merits and virtues of
Imam ‘Ali (‘a) to his friends, admirers, and adorers. It is worth mentioning that this book of one thousand
Ahadith, is divided into Five Parts, 18 Chapters, and 201 Sections, and is assembled from 206 Shia and

Sunni origin and source books.

‘Ali Reza Sabiri Yazdi
Qom University,
1379 H., The Year of Amir Al-Mu’'minin (‘a)

Introduction



The Date And Place Of Birth Of Imam ‘Ali

1) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali narrates that he heard Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) say:
Fatimah bint Asad (‘a) was circumambulating the Ka’bah when suddenly she appeared to feel the pangs
of birth. She entered the Ka’bah and it is in the Ka’bah that ‘Ali (‘a) was born. 1
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2) Attab Ibn Usayd narrates:

Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a) was born on Friday, the thirteenth day of Rajab, in the Holy
precinct of Ka’bah, in Mecca, twelve years before the Prophet’s (proclamation of) Messengership of
Allah. At that time the Prophet (S) was twenty-eight years old.2
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3) ‘Ali (‘a) was born in the precinct of the Holy Ka’bah in Mecca on Friday the thirteenth day of Rajab.
Neither before nor after him was anyone born in the Holy precinct of the Ka’bah. God bestowed this

honor on him to make explicit to men his greatness.3
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4) It is recorded [in reliable books] that:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib Ibn Abd al-Muttalib Ibn Hashim Ibn Abd-Manaf was the legatee and successor to the
Messenger of Allah, a just leader, guide and the most truthful, the commander of all Testamentary
trustees, the foremost leader of believers in Allah’s Unity; who is known as Abu’l-Hasan, was born in the
House of Allah, on Friday, the thirteenth of Rajab thirty years after the Elephant Year. His mother is
Fatimah bint Asad Ibn Hashim Ibn Abd-Manaf and she was the first among the Hashimites to profess
Islam.4
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The Circumstances Surrounding Ali’s Birth

5) Yazid Ibn Qa’nab narrates:

|, along with Ibn Abbas and some members of the clan of Abd al-’Uzza, was sitting near the Holy
precinct of the Ka’bah when we saw Ali’'s mother who was then in the ninth month of her pregnancy. She
appeared to be suffering the pangs of birth and she was praying,

‘O Lord! | believe in You, Your Prophets and in the scriptures revealed by You. | do affirm Your covenant
with my ancestor, Prophet Abraham. | affirm that it was he [Abraham] who constructed the Holy precinct
of Ka’bah. | beseech You in the name of the builder of the Holy Ka’bah and | beseech you in the name

of the one who is in my womb, please make his birth easy.’

Yazid Ibn Qa’nab narrates further:

We saw the wall of the Ka’bah splitting open and Fatimah [bint Asad] entered into there and
disappeared from our sight. The two sides of the cracked wall were miraculously joined together. We
wanted to open the lock of the door but could not open the lock in spite of our hectic and repeated

efforts. We then realized that whatever had happened was due to the will of God.

After four days, Fatimah emerged from inside the Ka’bah and said,

‘I am superior to all the women before me. Muzahim’s daughter Asiyah had to pray secretly because
only threat could make one pray secretly in a [holy] place; ‘Imran’s daughter Mary shook the dry stalk of
a date tree and [miraculously] fresh dates fell from that tree and she ate those dates. When | entered the
precinct of the Ka'bah, | ate the fruits sent from heaven.

When | wished to come out [of the Ka’bah] a voice proclaimed, “O Fatimah! The name of this, your child
shall be Ali, for he is high and exalted. God Almighty said, ‘| have named him after one of My Names
and | have imbibed my culture and etiquettes in him, | have endowed him with My Wisdom, for he is the
one who would remove the idols from the precinct of the Ka’bah. He will give the call for prayer [adhan]
from the roof of Ka’bah and he will glorify Me. Fortunate is he who adores him and obeys his
commands. Wretched and unfortunate is the one who harbors enmity towards him and disobeys him.”5
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Ali’'s Ancestry

6) ‘Ali (‘a) was the son of Abu Talib, son of Abd al-Muttalib, son of Hashim, son of Abd-Manaf, son of

Qusay, son of Kilab Murrah, son of Ka’b, son of Lu’ay, son of Ghalib, son of Fihr, son of Malik, son of

Nadhr, son of Kinanah, son of Khuzaymah, son of Mudrikah, son of Mudhar, son of Nizar, son of Ma’d,

son of Andan. Abu Talib was also known as Abd-Manaf.6
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7) Ali’s mother was Fatimah bint Asad. Asad the son of Hashim, son of Abd- Manaf, son Qusay.

Fatimah bint Asad was the first female child born to a Hashimite father. She embraced Islam and went

over to the side of the Prophet.7
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8) Ali’s mother Fatimah bint Asad brought up the Prophet (S) and was therefore like a mother to him.

She was the first lady to embrace Islam and migrated with the Prophet (S) to Medina. On her death, the

Prophet (S) shrouded her with his own garments.8
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Ali’s Titles And Agnomen [Kunyah]

9) The most famous titles of ‘Ali (‘a) are: al-Murtadha, Haydar, Amir al- Mu’minin and al-Anza’ al-
Batin.9
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10) Amir al-Mu’minin, Ya’sub al-Din, al-Murtadha, Nafs al-Rasul, Sahib al-Liwa’, Sayyid al-Arab,

Abu’l-Rayhanatayn, al-Hadi, al-Farug, and Amir al-Bararah... etc. 10
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11) Among his Kunyah11 are: Abu’l-Hasan, Abu’l-Sibtayn, Abu Turab and the Prophet (S) himself had
conferred these Kunyah on ‘Ali (‘a). 12
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12) His [popular name] Kunyah was Abu’l-Hasan. The Prophet (S) had conferred the title Abu Turab as
his Kunyah which was a favorite of the Prophet (S) and by which he always referred to ‘Ali (‘a). 13
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Ali’'s Names

13) Mufadhdhal Ibn ‘Umar narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) said:

When | ascended the skies [during Mi'raj - the night of Ascension], | received a revelation from God
saying, ‘O Muhammad, | looked at the earth and | chose you as my messenger and | likened your name
to My Name, for | am Mahmud and you are Muhammad. Similarly, when | looked at the earth | chose ‘Al
to be your legatee, successor, and son-in-law, and the father of your progeny. From My Names, | chose

the name ‘Ali for him because | am al-"Ali al-A’la [The Most High].’14

olie 4ttt 5] 96 :JG 230t ple 6l b2 sans o ixa golall po Gae o Jaledl e eyl
oaod o Je St 1 GAAL Uy sJUEE 3G o 5 01 iasl el 1 (ool G sy 1
Ll St 8 D0AS il Sanalt GG sl ol (e T Sk G TGS (e B G E23U
LA GG ¢ il e Lol & Sl . S05555 Gl Gl £33 SiRulas Min 4ilans le Lo B3



14) The Prophet (S) said:
On Doomsday, ‘Ali will be called by seven names and it will be said to him: ‘O Sadiq [truthful],” O Proof,
O Devoted worshipper, O Guide; O Guided; O Bravest. O Ali, you and your Shi’ah will enter Paradise

without being questioned.’15
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‘Ali Being From The Progeny Of Sincere Devotees Of God

15) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah said: | heard Amir Al-Mu’minin say:

By God, neither my father nor my grandfather nor Hashim and Abd-Manaf ever worshipped any idol. On
the other hand, they were sincere devotees of [One, Unique] God.” Imam ‘Ali was asked, ‘Then what did
they worship [if not idols].” He (‘a) replied, ‘They followed the faith of Abraham and used to pray facing
the Holy Ka’bah.’16
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The Prophet’s Regard For Ali’'s Mother

16) Ibn Abbas narrates:

One day ‘Ali came weeping and repeating this statement: ‘From God we came and to Him is our return
[Innaa lillahi wa inna ilayhi rajiun].” When the Prophet (S) saw him, he inquired as to why ‘Ali was crying.
‘Ali replied that his mother Fatimah bint Asad had passed away. On hearing this, the Prophet (S) too

started weeping.

The Prophet (S) then told ‘Ali (‘a), “O Ali, your mother was to me like my own mother. Take my turban
and my garment and use them to shroud her. Ask the ladies to give the ritual bath in the best way. Do

not move the coffin before | come, for | am obliged to perform her burial and other rites.”

After some time, the Prophet (S) arrived. The coffin was brought out and the Prophet (S), for the first-
ever time, performed the funeral prayer of anyone, because he had never done so for anyone else

before. He then repeated the takbir statement forty times for her. He then entered her grave and slept
there for a while without uttering a single word or moving a single move. He then ordered ‘Ali and al-



Hasan to enter there. When they accomplished what he had wanted them to do there, he ordered them

to go out. He then moved towards the side of her head and said these words to her,

“O Fatimah! | am Muhammad the chief of Adam’s sons (i.e. all human beings); yet, | do not need to take
pride in this. If Munkar and Nakir (the two angels interrogating in the grave) come to you and asked as
who is your Lord, you should, answering them, say, Allah is my Lord, Muhammad my Prophet, Islam my
religion, the Qur'an my Book, and my son is my leader and guardian.” The Prophet (S) then added, “O

Allah, please confirm Fatimah with the sure word.”

He then left her tomb and threw a few sums of dust on the dead body. He then struck his right hand with
his left hand to shake off the dust and said, “I swear by Him Who grasps my soul in His Hand that
Fatimah has heard the sound of my shaking off the dust.”

Hence, Ammar Ibn Yasir stood up and asked the Holy Prophet (S),
“May Allah accept my father and mother as ransoms for you, Allah’s Messenger! You have offered such

a prayer that you have never offered like it ever before.”

The Prophet said,

‘O Abu Yaqgzan, she deserves it [that | should lead her funeral prayer]. She is from me. Abu Talib had
many sons and plenty of wealth, whereas we had little wealth. Fatimah [bint Asad] used to feed me
before feeding her own children; she clothed me before she clothed her children; she used to bathe me

and anoint me before she did to her children.’
Ammar then asked, “Why did you offer forty Takbirs over her coffin?”

The Prophet (S) replied,
“Yes indeed O Ammar. When | looked to my right side | saw angels standing in forty rows. For each row

of angels, | said one Takbir.”

Ammar asked, “Why did you lie down [besides her] in the grave, so much so that we could not hear

what you were saying?”

The Prophet (S) replied,

“On Doomsday people will be raised up naked. | prayed to the Lord that she [Fatimah bint Asad] may be
raised fully dressed. By the Lord who has bestowed life upon me, before | came out of the grave | saw
two effulgent lamps near her head, two effulgent lamps near her hands, and two effulgent lamps near
her feet. | also saw two angels who would stay with her in the grave, until Doomsday, praying for [the
Lord’s] Mercy and Forgiveness for her.”17
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1. Rawdhat Al-Wa'izin, vol. 1, p. 81.

2. Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 35, p. 7.

3. Kashf al-Ghummah, vol. 1, p. 59; Irshad al-Qulub, p. 211; I'lam al-Wara, p. 159; and Kashf al-Yagin, p. 17 [with a
different chain of narrators].

4. Rawdhat Al-Wa'izin, vol. 1, p. 76; Al-Irshad by Shaykh Al-Mufid, p. 9 [with a different chain of narrators].

5. Rawdhat al-Wa'izin, vol. 1, p. 76; Irshad al-Qulub, p. 211.

6. Managib ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, p. 5.

7. Managib ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, p. 6.

8. I'lam al-Wara, p. 159.

9. Fadha'il al-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 205.

10. Kashf al-Ghummah, vol. 1, p. 67.

11. It is customary among the Arabs to be known by his Kunyah which is a sort of surname, usually but not necessarily,
referring to the eldest or the favorite child. For instance, Abu’l-Hasan, Abu Muhammad, Abu Abdullah... etc. Sometimes the
Kunyah may even refer to a cat, as for instance Abu Hurayrah which means ‘father of the cat'. It is said that Abu Hurayrah
was fond of his cat and hence the name. At times the Kunyah is derogatorily used as in Abu Jahl, which literally means
‘father of ignorance’ [Translator].

12. Fadha'il al-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 205; Managib ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, p. 8.

13. Ihgaqg Al-Haqq, vol. 6, p. 544.

14. Kamal Al-Din, p. 252.

15. Ihgaq Al-Haqgq, vol. 4, p. 300.

16. Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni'mah, p. 174; al-Ghadir, vol. 7, p. 387.

17. Amali by Shaykh Al-Sadug, p. 258.

Part 1: Islam, Knowledge, Worship, Morals,

Character And Justice Of Ali

A) Islam And Faith Of Ali

Ali’s Precedence In Embracing Islam

17) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the first to accept Islam and you are the first one to declare the faith. Your relationship

with me is like that of Aaron with Moses. 1
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18) It is narrated through Salman Al-Farsi that the Prophet (S) said:

The first to reach me at the Kawthar [Fountain in heaven] would be the one who became the first



Muslim; that is, ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib.2
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19) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said:
| am the first person to accept Islam along with the Prophet (S).3
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20) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali was the first person to accept Islam.4

2
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21) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrated through his ancestors:

‘Ali (‘a) was the first person to accept Islam.5

2
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22) Salman Al-Farsi narrated that the Prophet (S) said:
After me the best person in this Ummah [community] is the one who first accepted Islam; that is ‘Ali Ibn
Abu Talib.6
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23) Zayd Ibn Argam reports:
The first person to repose faith in the Prophet (S) and embrace Islam is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.7

-
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His Precedence In Iman [Faith]

24) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the first to declare his faith.8
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25) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the first among men to declare his faith.9
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26) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the first to repose his faith in me. 10
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27) Abu Dharr and Salman narrate: The Prophet (S) held ‘Ali (‘a) by the hand and said:
Let it be known to all that, this is the person who reposed his faith in me before anyone else did. He will

be the first person to shake hands with me on the Judgment Day. 11
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28) Zayd Ibn Argam reports:
The first person to repose faith in Allah after the Prophet (S) is Ali Ibn Abu Talib (a)12.
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Precedence Of Ali’'s Iman [Faith] Over Others

29) The Prophet (S) said:
If everything on earth and in the skies is kept on one side of the scale and Ali’s faith is kept on the other
side, the balance would surely tilt towards Ali’s faith. 13
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Ali’'s Education And Upbringing Under The Prophet

30) Mujahid Ibn Jabr Abi’l-Hajjaj reports:



One of the Lord’s special favor and blessing bestowed on ‘Ali (‘a) is that when the Quraysh suffered a
great famine and Abu Talib (‘a) had many children [to feed], the Prophet (S) called his uncle Abbas who
was the richest among the Banu-Hashim and said,

‘You see how your brother Abu Talib (‘a), who has many mouths to feed, is suffering in these hard times
of famine. Let us go to Abu Talib and let each one of us take one of his sons under our guardianship and
tutelage.’

Abbas replied, ‘Come let us go.” When they reached the house of Abu Talib (‘a), they told him, ‘We wish

to reduce your burden so that you may get some relief in these hard days of famine.’
Abu Talib (‘a) said, ‘Leave Aqgil with me and choose whomsoever you like.’

The Prophet (S) took ‘Ali (‘a) under his guardianship and tutelage and Abbas took Ja'far. ‘Ali (‘a),
thereafter constantly remained by the side of the Prophet (S) and when the Prophet (S) declared his
Prophethood, ‘Ali (‘a) was the first to declare his faith in Muhammad’s Prophethood and meticulously

followed him. Ja’far who was with Abbas also embraced Islam and obtained his freedom. 14
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31) It is reported that when Amir Al-Mu’minin was born, the Prophet (S) was thirty years old. The
Prophet (S) loved ‘Ali (‘a) so much that he requested Ali’s mother to keep the infant’s cradle near his
bed. The Prophet (S) took upon himself a major part of Ali’'s upbringing. He used to bathe him, feed him,

and rock his cradle during the night. He used to converse with him [Ali] in childish language.

He used to make ‘Ali (‘a) sleep on his chest and used to declare, “This is my brother, my friend, my
support, my legatee, my protector, my son-in-law, my successor, my daughter’s husband, and the
executor of my trusts.” The Prophet (S) often carried him on his shoulders into the hills and valleys. 15
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32) ‘Ali (‘a) always used to say:

| remembered every word | heard from the Prophet (S) not a single matter did | ever forget. 16
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The Need To Understand ‘Ali

33) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, none understands God except you and me; and none except God and me understand your

greatness. 17
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34) It has been widely reported that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, none understands God except you and me; none understands me except God and you, and none
except God and me understands you. 18
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35) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:

To those who understand and love Ali, God will send the Angel of Death in a manner befitting the
prophets. He will fill the grave with effulgence [nur]. He will remove the terror of the Questioning Angels
[Munkar and Nakir]. He will widen the grave [of those who love Ali]. On Doomsday, He will brighten his
face [with the effulgence of Ali’s love].19
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36) Al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) reports that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever claims that he loves the Prophet but does not love his legatee is, in fact, a liar. Whoever



assumes that he understands the Prophet but does not recognize the successor and legatee of the
Prophet is indeed an infidel.20
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37) Abu’l-Salt said, “I heard Imam al-Ridha (‘a) quoting from his forefathers who reported that Amir Al-
Mu’minin quoted the Prophet (S) as saying,

God told me that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the Authority [hujjah] over my people, the effulgence of my cities,
and the trustee of my wisdom. Whoever understands him, though he may be a rank sinner, will not be
thrown into Hell. Whoever denies him, though he may be obedient to me, shall not have a place in
Paradise.21
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38) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah said, | heard Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) say:
Pitiable is that person who does not recognize me or my rights, for my rights are the rights of God and
God’s rights are my rights.22
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Looking At Ali’'s Face Is Worship

39) The Prophet (S) said:
Looking at the face of Ali Ibn Abu Talib (a) is worship23
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40) The Prophet (S) said:
Looking at my house is worship and looking at Ali’s face is worship.24
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Remembering Ali’s Name Is Worship

41) The Prophet (S) said:

Remembering and repeating Ali’s name is worship.25
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42) It is reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
Looking at ‘Ali is worship. Remembering and repeating Ali’'s name is worship. The faith of a person will
not be accepted without [a belief in the] Guardianship of ‘Ali and without refuting his enemies.26
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“Beautify Your Assembly By Recounting Ali’'s Virtues And Merits.”

43) It is reported from Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari that the Prophet (S) said:
Beautify your assembly by recounting Ali’s virtues and merits.27

/////

Proclaiming And Publicizing The Virtues Of ‘Ali

44) Yahya al-Basri said that Muhammad Ibn Zakariyya, the gems merchant, heard from Muhammad Ibn
‘Imarah who heard his father say that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say that he heard from Imam al-
Bagir (‘a) who said that he heard from his forefathers who reported that the Prophet (S) said:

God has invested ‘Ali with innumerable virtues. Whoever affirms and recounts even one out of the
countless virtues of Ali, God will forgive his past and future sins even if they were to be the most
horrendous sins. Whoever writes even a single virtue of Ali, the angels will pray for his forgiveness as
long as that writing remains un-effaced. Whoever listens to the virtues of Ali, his sins committed through
hearing would be forgiven. Whoever looks at anything on which the virtues of ‘Ali are inscribed, God
would forgive his sins committed through the eyes.

The Prophet (S) then said:

Looking at ‘Ali is worship; the faith of a person will not be accepted without [a belief in the] Guardianship

of ‘Ali and without refuting his enemies.28
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45) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted his father who in turn quoted from Imam al-Hasan (‘a) who quoted Imam
‘Ali (‘a) as saying that ‘Umar Ibn Khattab said that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

The superiority of Ali’s virtues is like the superiority of the month of Ramadhan over other months. The
superiority of Ali’s virtues is like the superiority of the Nights of Glory (Laylat al-Qadr) over the rest of the
nights. The superiority of Ali’s virtues is like the superiority of Friday over the rest of the days of the
week. Fortunate and commendable is the one who adheres to him and acknowledges his Guardianship;
and most unfortunate and deplorable is the one who denies his [Ali’s] right and Guardianship [wilayah]
and it is appropriate that such a person shall be deprived of the mercy of God and the intercession and

redemption by the Prophet (S).29
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46) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said, “I heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali possesses such virtuous qualities that if any other person possessed even one such virtue, it would
have been enough [to elevate him above others].30
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47) Jabir Ju’fi relates from Imam Muhammad al-Bagir (‘a) and Jabir Ibn Abdullah al- Ansari that the
Prophet (S) said:

Gabriel came to me and said that God has ordered me to get up and proclaim the virtues of ‘Ali among
my companions, so that they may pass on the same to posterity. God has directed the Angels to listen

attentively to what | proclaim [about Ali].

Gabriel said, “O Muhammad, God reveals that whosoever disputes with you regarding ‘Ali shall be
consigned to the flames of Hell; and Heaven is destined for those who abide by what you say [regarding
Ali].”31
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‘Had There Been No Fear That People Would Say So...’

48) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari relates that after the conquest of Khaybar, when ‘Ali (‘a) came to him,
the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

“Had there not been the fear that some people from my community would say about you what people
said in the past about Jesus son of Mary, | would have extolled your virtues so much that people would
pick up the dust from under your feet and the water flowing from your ablutions to treasure it as a cure
for everything. But suffice is it that you are from me and | am from you, you would inherit from me and |
would inherit from you, and you are to me what Aaron was to Moses except that there shall be no
prophet after me. You would be my trustee to discharge my debts and you would be the one who would
fight for establishing the tradition set up by me. On Doomsday, you would be my nominee at the
Fountain in Paradise [Kawthar].32
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Had You Not Been There, It Would Be Impossible To Identify [Recognize] The

Hypocrites

49) Al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said: My father ‘Ali (‘a) told me that the Prophet (S) said:
Had it not been for you, it would not have been possible to identify the believers.33
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50) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a),

Had it not been for you, it would not have been possible to identify the believers.34

o%

a3 Sstagall G5 T Kl G il 5T 1415 de s e s F00 4 G

51) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you would never be misled nor would you go astray. On the other hand, you would be steadfast.

Had it not been for you, it would have been impossible to identify God’s legions.35
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52) The Prophet (S) said:
Ali’s army is God’s legion and the armies of his opponents are Satanic forces.36
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53) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are part of me and | am part of you. Your loyalist is loyalist to me, and whoever is loyalist to
me is loyalist of Allah. Your enemy is enemy of me, and whoever is enemy of me is enemy of Allah. O
Allah, | am at war against whoever wages war against you, and | am at peace with whomever is at

peace with you. O Allah, you possess a treasure in Paradise and you are the two-horned of this nation.

O Ali, you are the distributor of Paradise and Hellfire:

None shall be allowed Paradise except the one who has recognized you and you will have recognized
him, and none shall be sent to Hellfire except the one who has rejected you and you will have rejected
him. O Ali, you as well as the Imams from your descendants shall be on the Heights on the Resurrection
Day; you will recognize the guilty by their marks and the true believers by their signs. O Ali, were it not
for you, the true believers would not be recognized after my departure.37
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B) Wisdom Of ‘Ali

Wisdom Of ‘Ali

54) Muhammad lbn Muslim said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:

Gabriel brought two pomegranates from heaven. ‘Ali (‘a) asked the Prophet (S) as to what kind of
pomegranates they were. The Prophet (S) replied, ‘This one is Prophethood which is not meant for you.
The other one is [the fruit of] knowledge.” The Prophet (S) split the fruit of knowledge into two equall
parts one of which he gave to ‘Ali (‘a) and the other half he retained with himself. He then said, ‘You are

my partner and | am your partner.’

Placing his hand on his chest, Imam al-Sadiq further added, ‘It is for this reason that the Prophet (S)
taught each syllable to ‘Ali (‘a) from whatever was imparted to him from God. Thus we inherited wisdom
in its totality.38

ub«hmngumu_uddpa; Jﬁ;;ycm, J;;;u?u_w“ Juruuwmuumyu

Ayl o Gy G «g uL.m uL”.jL;;n G Gy =S 230l ¢l Pl wals aiadl fa ol
S,J.fz.fb 9..\.5: L“IJ .g.g‘.m.: LQ.@ J.' wa.»

:JG o5 Lémubmwn&mmw;ygs;iﬁwbmuubmmn&mmmy,wf

A% 2.8,

Gle 9 dun Ge G Gy aile A s aain sl iy (Tag 06 s 38,2 Gy Sl Gl

P R

oo e 845 s W) plalt it 5 S50 4l Gle

55) Mufadhdhal Ibn ‘Umar reports that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) knew all those things that were known to the Prophet (S). The Prophet (S) imparted to ‘Ali (‘a)

the knowledge of all those things knowledge of which was given to him from God.39
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56) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reports that Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:



| was imbibed with such character as was never imbibed in anyone before. | know the moment of death
of every living being. | know the details of every scourge. | know the ancestries of people and their

disputes.40
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57) Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) was God’s gift to the Prophet (S). ‘Ali (‘a) inherited the wisdom of God’s prophets, messengers,

and their legatees [awsiya’].41
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58) Hafs Ibn Qarat al-Juhani said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:
‘Ali (‘a) had mastered what is permitted [halal] and what is prohibited [haram]. He had a deep knowledge

of the Qur'an and we [the Imams] too follow the same path.42
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59) Abu’l-Sabbah reports that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
God imparted to the Prophet (S) the secrets of revelation [tanzil] and their detailed explanations [ta’wil].
The Prophet (S) in turn, imparted all that knowledge to Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a).43
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60) Sulayman A’mash narrates through his father who reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
There is no verse of the Qur'an whose time, place, and purpose of revelation is not known to me. My
Lord has blessed me with deep insight and eloquent speech.44
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61) It is recorded through Abu Rafi’:



When the Prophet (S) was on his deathbed, he gave a book to ‘Ali (‘a) and said, ‘This is the book sent
from God. Keep it safe with you.’ ‘Ali (‘a) covered the book in a piece of cloth and took it into his
chamber. After the Prophet’s death, ‘Ali (‘a) set about the task of compiling and arranging it in the

manner of its descent of the revelations.45
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62) Qays lbn Sam’an reported from Algamah Ibn Muhammad Hadhrami who in turn reported that Imam
al-Bagir (‘a) said: The Prophet (S) said:

There is no field of knowledge that God has not bestowed upon me. And there is no field of knowledge
that | did not impart to Ali, for he is indeed the manifest Imam.46
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63) Imam al-Sadiq said:
God taught Muhammad (S) many things in addition to the Qur'an. Whatever the Prophet (S) learned, he
taught ‘Ali (‘a).47
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64) Imam al-Sadiq said:

God taught Muhammad (S) everything about the permitted and the prohibited matters and explanations
of the verses of the Qur'an and all that is required in the life of men. Whatever the Prophet (S) learned,
he taught ‘Ali (‘a).48
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65) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is by far the wisest in the entire Muslim community and all that which is sent down by God.49



s70 % g

mlrJermuyrrLcu& ubuiaa_unduammy JG

66) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is more knowledgeable than any of my companions.50
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67) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the wisest among all men.51
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68) Abu Basir reports that Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said: ‘Ali (‘a) was asked about the Prophet’s knowledge.
He replied,

The Prophet (S) possessed the combined wisdom of all the prophets of the past, the knowledge of all
the events that took place in the past, and all that is going to happen in the future.

He (‘a) then added,
By Him who gave life to me, | possess all that knowledge and the knowledge of the events until
Doomsday.52
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69) It is reported from Salman that the Prophet (S) said:

After me, the wisest of all the members of my community is Ali.53
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70) Abdullah Ibn Maymun narrates from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who in turn quoted his father [Imam al-
Bagqir] as saying,

All that men require and even the slightest scratch, amputation, the attacks by wild animals and birds of

prey — in fact, everything — is contained in the ‘Book of Ali.54
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71) Zurarah reports from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that Amir Al-Mu’minin told Ibn Abbas,
God taught us the language of birds as He had taught Solomon (‘a). God taught us the language of alll

animals, be they of land or in water.55
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‘Ali Is The Speaking Testament Of God

72) Amir AlI-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
The Book is the silent Testament of God and | am the Speaking Testament of God.56
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The Knowledge Of The Book Is With ‘Ali

73) It is narrated by Fudhayl Ibn Yasar that regarding the Qur’anic verse
“Those with whom is the knowledge of the Book” (13:43).

Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:
The verse was revealed in praise of ‘Ali (‘a) who, in the community, was the most knowledgeable after
the Prophet (S).57
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74) While explaining the verse

“Say: Between me and you sufficient is God as a witness and those with whom is the knowledge
of the Book as witnesses” (13:43).

Imam al- Bagir (‘a) said:

‘Ali (‘a) is the possessor of the knowledge of the Book.58
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75) Jabir narrates that while discussing the verse

“Say: Between me and you sufficient is God as a witness and those with whom is the knowledge
of the Book as witnesses” (13:43).

Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

In the verse, the reference was to ‘Ali (‘a).59
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76) Abu Basir said that when we enquired whether the

“Say: Between me and you sufficient is God as a witness and those with whom is the knowledge
of the Book as witnesses” (13:43).

referred to ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib (‘a). Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) replied:

How could anyone else have been meant?60
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‘Ali Is The Door To The Prophet’s Knowledge

77) The Prophet (S) said,
‘Ali is the door to my knowledge.61

ol DG ALl G L o it 5l O

78) The Prophet (S) said,

Whatever | learned, | have taught Ali, for verily he is the door to the city of my knowledge.62
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79) Abu Dharr narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the door to my knowledge. He explains the realities to my people.63
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80) Ibn Abbas reports that the Prophet (S) said:
When | was in the presence of my Lord, He informed me of everything. Whatever | learned, | taught Ali,

for he is the gate of the city of my knowledge.64
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81) The Prophet (S) said:
Whatever | learned, | have taught Ali, for verily he is the door to the city of my knowledge.65
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82) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said, on the day of the conquest of Khaybar, the Prophet (S) told me,

You are the door to my knowledge. Your sons are my sons. My flesh is your flesh and my blood is your
blood.66
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The Prophet Taught ‘Ali One Thousand Kinds Of Knowledge

83) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
The Prophet (S) taught ‘Ali (‘a) one thousand kinds of knowledge, each kind having one thousand

varieties.67
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84) Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) said:

The Prophet (S) taught ‘Ali (‘a) one thousand letters, each letter comprises of one thousand words.68
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85) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said:

The Prophet taught me one thousand volumes, each volume consisting of one thousand chapters.69
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86) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
The Prophet (S) taught ‘Ali (‘a) one thousand chapters of knowledge, each having one thousand

chapters.70
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87) ‘Ali (‘a) told a Jew:
Question me about anything you wish, because the Prophet (S) had taught me a thousand sciences and

in each, there were a thousand divisions. You may enquire me about them.71
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88) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrated that his father said:
The Prophet (S) taught ‘Ali (‘a) a thousand words, each word opened a thousand more words.72
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89) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali narrated from Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) who said:
The Prophet (S) taught ‘Ali (‘a) words from each of which a thousand words emerged and from each one

of them thousand more emerged.73
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90) Imam al-Sadiq said:
The Prophet (S) taught a ‘letter’ to Imam ‘Ali (‘a), from which emerged a thousand letters, and from each

one of them emerged thousands more.74
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91) Imam al-Sadiq said:
The Prophet (S) taught a thousand ‘words’ and a thousand chapters to Imam ‘Ali (‘a), from each of which

emerged a thousand words and a thousand chapters.75
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92) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah reports that ‘Ali (‘a) said:

The Prophet (S) taught me a thousand chapters of permissions and every prohibition and the events that
took place [in ancient times] or that will take place [in future] until Doomsday. My knowledge consists of
one thousand sciences. | know the time of peoples’ death. | am aware of every scourge and calamity

and | am trained to render justice to men.76
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93) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
The Prophet (S) made me suckle his tongue which enlightened my mind with a thousand sciences and

every science had a thousand branches.77
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‘Ali Is The Gate To City Of The Prophet’'s Knowledge

94) It is narrated by Abu’l-Hasan ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) through his forefathers that the Prophet (S)
said:
O Ali, | am the city of knowledge and you are its gateway. Anyone who claims that he has entered a city

without passing through its gateway is a confirmed liar.78
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95) The Prophet (S) said:

| am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gateway. God commands men:
“Always enter a house only through its door” (2: 189).

Whoever desires to acquire knowledge should approach it only through the door.79
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96) Hamzah Ibn Abu Sa’id al-Khidri relates that his father heard the Prophet (S) say:
| am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gateway. Whoever desires to acquire knowledge should
approach it only through Ali.80
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97) The Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gateway. Anyone who desires to enter this city should do so

only through its gateway.81
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98) Ibn Abbas narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali is its gate. Whoever wishes to acquire wisdom should approach it only
through the door.82
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99) Ibn Abbas narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali is its gate. Whoever wishes to acquire wisdom should approach it only
through the door.83
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100) Ibn Abbas narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:



| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali is its gate. Whoever wishes to acquire wisdom should approach it only

through the door.84
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101) Sa’id Ibn Jubayr reports through Ibn Abbas who heard the Prophet (S) say:
O Ali, I am the city of wisdom and you are its gate. None can enter a city without passing through the
door. Whoever bears enmity towards you but claims to be my friend is a rank liar, for you are from me

and | am from you; your blood is my blood, your flesh is my flesh and your soul is my soul.85
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102) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of knowledge and ‘Ali is its gate. Every premises should be entered only through its door.86
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103) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah relates through ‘Ali (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of knowledge and O Ali, you are its gateway. Anyone who claims that he has entered a city

without passing through its gateway is guilty of trespass.87
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‘Ali Is The Door Of The Treasure Of The Prophet’'s Knowledge

104) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) relates from his ancestors through Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) who said that Jabir

Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the treasury of knowledge and ‘Ali is the key to its door. Whoever seeks knowledge should first

search and find the key.88
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105) It is among the sayings of the Prophet (S) that he said:

‘Ali is the keeper of my treasures.89
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‘Ali Is The Door Of The City Of The Prophet’s Jurisprudence

106) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of jurisprudence and ‘Ali its door. Whoever desires to acquire this knowledge should first

enter the door.90
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‘Ali Is The Door Of The Prophet’'s Wisdom

107) Jabir Ibn Abdullah reports that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali its door. Whoever desires to acquire wisdom should enter the city only

through the door.91
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108) The Prophet (S) said:
| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali its door. Whoever desires to acquire wisdom should enter the city only

through the door.92
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109) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the capital city of wisdom and ‘Ali its door. Whoever desires to acquire wisdom should do so only
through the door.93
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110) Abdullah says that he was present when people asked the Prophet (S) about ‘Ali (‘a) and the
Prophet (S) said:

There are ten parts of wisdom. Nine parts are with ‘Ali and one part is distributed among the rest of the
people.94
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111) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a),
| am the city of wisdom and ‘Ali its door. Whoever desires to acquire wisdom could enter the city only

through the door.95
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Ask Me Before You Lose Me!’

112) Ja’far Ilon Muhammad narrates from his ancestors who reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Ask me about the Book of God. Verily, by God, not a single verse was revealed to the Prophet (S) in the
day or at night, during travel or while stationed in a place, that he did not recite to me and teach me its
exposition.96
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113) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Ask me about the Book of God, for | know when every single verse was revealed in the day or at night,

in the valley, or in the mountains.97
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114) It is authentically reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Ask me before you lose me. Would you not ask the one who knows man’s beginning and end his

ancestry?98
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115) Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
Ask me before | am taken away from you, for | know better what is in the sky and on earth.99
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116) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) reports from his ancestors that Imam Husayn (‘a) said, “Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a)

delivered a sermon in which he said:
Ask me about the Qur'an so that | may explain each verse as to when, where, and about what that verse

was revealed. 100
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117) ‘Umayr lbn Abdullah said: From the pulpit at Kufah ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib (‘a) delivered a sermon in

which he said:
O people, before you lose me forever, ask me whatever you wish, for in my heart is contained the

treasure of knowledge. 101
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118) Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
Ask me before | depart from this world, and | will answer everything, even about the Lofty Empyrean.102
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119) It is reported that Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
Ask me before | depart [from this world]. By Him who split the seed and brought forth creation, | know

the Torah better than those who follow it [the Jews]; | know the Gospel better than those who follow it

[the Christians] and the Qur’an better than those who follow it [the Muslims]. 103
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120) Aban reports from Salim who said: With many others, we were sitting in the mosque at Kufah when
‘Ali (‘a) said:

Before you lose me [forever] ask me about anything about the Book of God. There is not a single verse
that was not recited to me by the Prophet (S) who also explained to me its exoteric and esoteric
meanings. 104
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Even If All The Veils Are Removed, It Will Not Add Anything New To My Faith

121) Sa’id Ibn Musayyab reports that Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
Ask me about the routes in the skies, for | know them better than the roads on earth. Even if the veils

are raised nothing would be added to my certitude in faith. 105
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122) The Commander of the Faithful and the Leader of the Monotheists (‘a) said:
Even if the veils are lifted, it will not add to the certitude. 106
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The Sermon Throughout Which Imam ‘Ali Never Used The Basic Letter Alif

123) Ibn Abi’l-Hadid says that this sermon does not contain the letter Alif and many people relate that
the Companions of the Prophet (S) were discussing as to which letter is the most important and
frequently used. Everyone said that it is the letter Alif that is most frequently used. ‘Ali (‘a) who was in
the gathering, rose and unfalteringly gave an unprecedented, extempore sermon without using the letter
Alif throughout even once. 107

The following is a translation of the famous sermon:

| praise the Lord Whose mercy is boundless and bounties are plentiful; Whose anger and wrath are
superseded and subdues under His benevolence; Whose word is Perfect; Whose will is established and
Whose order prevails. | praise him who acknowledges His sovereignty and unicity and worships Him in



all humility and utter submission and thus attains salvation from his sins. Whoever acknowledges His
unique oneness deserves to be praised. Fearing the grossness of his sins, terrified he seeks asylum in
Him, hoping to be redeemed. The day when he leaves behind his kin, He becomes his Redeemer. From
Him, we seek help, guidance, and direction. We believe in Him and in Him, we lay our trust. | do hereby
declare that He is Pure and the Apex of all certitude. Like the people of faith and certitude, | too believe
in His Unique Oneness. My belief in His Unicity like a devotee who believes that He has no partners in
enforcing His law and order; Who has no helpers in the ultimate nor does He consult anyone or seek

assistance from anyone. Pure, Chaste, and absolutely independent is He. 108
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The Sermon Throughout Which Imam ‘Ali Never Used The Alphabets Containing
‘Nuqtah’ [Dot]

124) Translation of the Sermon without a Nugtah:

God alone is worthy of all praise and to Him belongs the most firm and beatific praise. Most elated and
elevated of all praises relate to Him. To the One, the Unique, the chaste, and Self Sufficient One,
belongs the best and chastest of all praises. He is neither begotten nor does He beget. Know that He
exists eternally. Peerless is He, whose command could never be circumvented. There is none, other
than Him, that deserves to be worshipped. He is the Just Ruler, the Most Wise, the Loving and Merciful
Lord. He is the chastest, He is the Purifier. His orders are praiseworthy and fit to be obeyed. Cherished
is His Mercy. He taught you His word and showed you His Marks and Signs. He furnished His
Guidelines and notified that which is permissible and that which is prohibited. He placed the burden of
Prophethood on the shoulders of Muhammad (S), the most beloved of God. He conferred leadership and
veneration and made him the Guide to the Rightful Path and made him chaste, which is counted among
the purest from Adam’s progeny. He is the one whose star is the brightest and he is steadfast and

unrelenting; whose branch is fresh and the most effulgent, that is most true to its covenant, beloved of



the young and old. O God, to You, belong all praise; You are the Ultimate Authority, the Sovereign
Ruler. None besides Him is worthy of worship. His patience and forbearance are vaster than the
patience and forbearance of anyone else. His command is superior to and overwhelming the commands

of others. His Knowledge and Wisdom is superior to the knowledge and wisdom of others. 109
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‘Ali Is The Best Jurist Amongst You

125) The Prophet (S) said:
The decision ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib rendered between two of you is also the decision of Allah the
Majestic.110
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126) The Prophet (S) said:
Amongst you, the best judge is Ali. 111
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127) The Prophet (S) said:

Amongst men, the most learned jurisprudent is Ali. 112
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128) The Prophet (S) said:



Amongst my followers, after me, the most learned in jurisprudence and my precedents is ‘Ali lbn Abu

Talib. 113
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129) Ibn Abbas reports that the Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the most learned among my followers. After me, he is the best person to resolve all

disputes.114
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130) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
When the Prophet (S) sent me to Yemen, | said, ‘I am still young.” The Prophet (S) passed his hand over

my chest and prayed, ‘O God, guide his heart and establish his word.” From that time all my judgments

were upheld [by the Prophet (S) ]. 115
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131) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
When the Prophet (S) sent me to Yemen, | said, ‘I am still young and | am inexperienced in the matter of
delivering judgments to resolve their [the Yemenites] disputes.” The Prophet (S) passed his hand over

my chest and prayed, ‘O God, guide his heart and establish his word.” From that time none of my
judgments were reversed [by the Prophet (S)]. 116
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Ali’'s Steadfastness

132) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Never did | hesitate to fight the unjust and the misguided. 117
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133) The Prophet (S) said:

Do not dispute with Ali, for he is not given to flattery in the matter of God.118
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134) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the pillar of Islam. He is the one who draws his sword for the sake of Islam. 119
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The Case Of Five Different Types Of Punishments To Five Persons For A Single

Offence

135) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah narrates:

Five persons were arrested on charges of adultery and brought before ‘Umar who ordered all of them to
be stoned to death. ‘Ali (‘a) who was then present in the assembly protested that the judgment was
illegal. ‘Umar asked ‘Ali (‘a) to decide the matter. ‘Ali (‘a) ordered one of them to be executed, another to
be stoned to death, a third to be flogged, the fourth to suffer half the penalty, and the fifth to be

admonished and let off.

This decision surprised ‘Umar and the rest of the gathering. ‘Umar asked, “How come you imposed

different sentences in respect of a single offense?”

‘Ali (‘a) replied, “The first one was a Dhimmi (a non-Muslim enjoying the protection of the Muslim
government) and by committing the offense he lost the protection given to a Dhimmi and thus became
liable to be executed.

The second was a married man and the punishment for adultery by a married man is to be stoned to
death.

The third was a bachelor and his punishment is to be whipped. The fourth was a bondsman and
therefore he was to suffer only half the penalty.

The last one was an insane person and is exempted from any punishment.” 120
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The Case Of Two Women And A Male And Female Child

136) Jabir Ju'fi reports from Tamim lbn Asad who said: Two women were brought before ‘Umar to
decide their quarrel over a male and female infant, each claiming that the male child belonged to her.
‘Umar asked ‘Ali (‘a) to come to his rescue in solving this strange case. ‘Ali (‘a) heard both the women in
detail.

On their persistence in their respective stands, ‘Ali (‘a) asked two bottles of identical weight to be
brought. He asked the two women to fill the bottles with their milk. He then asked the bottles to be
weighed. One bottle weighed more than the other. ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Indeed, the woman whose milk is
heavier than that of the other woman is the mother of the male child and the woman whose milk is lighter
in weight is the mother of the girl.” ‘Umar asked about the logic behind the decision. ‘Ali (‘a), “Don’t you
recollect that God has given to man twice the share of a woman?”121
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Two Women Claiming A Male Child

137) Two women quarreled over a male child, each claiming the child to be her son. ‘Umar sent for ‘Ali
(‘a) and requested him to solve the strange problem. ‘Ali (‘a) tried to persuade the women to come out
with the truth. He reminded them of the punishment for false testimony in this world and the next. When

neither of the women yielded, ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Now, | have no option but to send for my sword.’

The woman asked, ‘What would you do with a sword?’ ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘It is but proper that | do justice by
cutting the baby into two halves and give one half to each of you.” One of the women said, ‘Sir, | made a
mistake. The child is not mine but belongs to my rival. | relinquish my claim.” ‘Ali (‘a) praised the Lord
and said, ‘The child belongs to you. As the mother of the child, you could not bear to see the child being

harmed. The other woman had no such feeling because she was not the mother of the child.’

Upon this, the other woman admitted she was not the mother of the child. ‘Umar was very pleased with
the outcome and blessed and prayed for ‘Ali (‘a). 122
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The Case Of The Two Cheats

138) Hanash lbn Mu’tamir reports:

Two men entrusted one hundred Dinars with a Hashemite woman, stipulating that she should deliver the
amount only if the two of them came together to claim it and that at no cost should she give the amount
if only one of them came to claim it. After about a year, one of them came and claimed the amount
stating that his friend was dead. The woman refused to give the money stating that as per the stipulation
both have to come together and receive the money. The man argued that in view of the death of one of
them, the stipulation did not stand anymore and that it was unreasonable and unjust to demand the

production of a dead person.

Cornered by the persistent demand and arguments, the woman delivered the amount. A year later, the
second man came and demanded the amount. The woman replied, ‘Your friend had forced me to give
the money stating that you were dead. How can | now pay you again?’ The man said, “You should not
have paid the money to him when he came alone, particularly when we had stipulated that the money
should be paid only if the two of us came together. You should at least have insisted on the proof of my

alleged death like | am doing now.’

The man produced evidence of his friend’s death. He took the woman to ‘Umar and wanted him to
punish her for breach of trust. ‘Umar asked the woman, ‘Did you receive the money in trust on the
stipulation alleged by this man?’ The woman got frightened and said, ‘| beseech you not to judge this

case. Instead, ask ‘Ali (‘a) to decide the matter.” ‘Umar sent for ‘Ali (‘a) who heard the entire dispute.

He realized that the two men had played fraud on the woman. However, he asked the man to fear God
and tell the truth. The man persisted in his demand. Then ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Is it not true that you stipulated
that the amount should be paid only if both of you came together?” The man replied in the affirmative.
‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Then go and bring your friend. We shall then pay you the amount.” Hearing this, ‘Umar
praised the Lord and thanked ‘Ali (‘a) saying, ‘O Lord! Let ‘Umar not survive a day without ‘Ali (‘a).’123
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C) Worship Of Ali

Ali’'s Devotion To God

139) ‘Ali (‘a) said:

| worshipped God five years before anyone in this community prayed. 124

2, £ 3-8, 0% . or

M(__mjr umquwanlaMUI@wlluLc a3l e Gaefiall Se

—n\

L\
[

140) ‘Ali (‘a) said:

| worshipped God along with the Prophet (S) seven years before anyone in this community prayed. 125
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141) Abdullah Ibn Hudhayl reports that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
There was a time when none in this community other than me prayed to God apart from the Prophet (S).
| have been worshipping Allah nine years before anyone else did. 126
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142) Jabir reports from Abdullah lbn Yahya that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
| prayed with the Prophet (S) three years before any other person prayed. 127
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143) It is reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said: In his prostration, ‘Ali (‘a) used to say:
Have mercy upon my humiliation in Your presence, my imploration to You, and my loneliness in the

midst of people. Make me find entertainment through You only, O All-generous. 128
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144) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah is authentically reported that it is reported that after the Prophet (S), it was
‘Ali (‘a) who prostrated in thanksgiving, and he was the first among the community to place his cheek on

earth [in prostration]. 129
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145) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah is authentically reported to have said that Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a)
used to say this supplication while prostrating himself:

| implore You, oh my Master, just like the imploration of a humble slave to his master. | beseech You, the
beseeching of one who knows for sure that You give and nothing of what You have in possession will
ever decrease. | implore for Your forgiveness just like the imploration of one who knows for sure that
none can forgive sins save You. | put my trust in you just like the entrusting of one who knows for sure

that You have power over all things. 130
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146) Imam al-Sadiq (a) said:
While in prostration, ‘Ali’s (a) condition seemed like how a fragile camel sits. 131
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147) It is in the sayings of ‘Ali (‘a) that in his prayer he said:
It is enough honor and a matter of pride that | am your devoted servant and that You are my Lord. You



are to me a beloved, make me deserving of Your love. 132
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148) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
O, people! | would never compel you to pray if | myself had not performed the prayers and | would not

ask you to shun sins before | myself did so. 133
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Ali; The First To Pray

149) Ibn Abbas reports that the Prophet (S) said:
The first to pray with me was ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. 134

/////

150) About ‘Ali (‘a), the Prophet (S) said:

This [Ali] is the first to confess and declare his faith in me and [he is] the [first] one to pray with me. 135
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151) Zayd Ibn Argam reported that ‘Ali (‘a) was the first to pray with the Prophet (S). 136
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152) Salamah lbn Kuhayl reports that he heard Habbah al-Arani say that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
| am the first person who prayed with the Prophet (S).137
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Ali’s Ritual Purification And Prayer

153) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

‘Ali (‘a) was sitting with his son Muhammad (lbn al-Hanafiyyah) when he asked him to fetch some water.
He washed his hands and said, ‘Praised be the Lord who made water pure and a purifier and not
contaminated.’” Then he said, ‘O Lord! Keep me purified bless me with chastity, protect my dignity [by

concealing the sins of flesh], and forbid for me the fire [of hell].’

He rinsed his mouth and said, ‘O Lord, let my tongue ever repeat Your Glorious names and count me

among those with whom You are pleased.’

He then inhaled water for ritual purification of his nose and said, ‘Forbid not the fragrance of heaven for

me and hold me among those who are anointed with the fragrance of Paradise.’

When he washed his face, he said, ‘O Lord, make my face effulgent on the Day of Darkness and on the

day when faces shine! Do not darken my face.’
He poured water on the right arm and said, ‘Give into my right hand the Book [of Deeds].’

He washed his left arm and said, ‘O Lord, let not the Book [of Deeds] be given to my left hand and let

not my arms be tied behind my neck [like a convict]. | seek Your protection from Hellfire.’

He touched the top of his head with the fingers of his right hand and said, ‘Shower upon me Your grace,

mercy, and benevolence.’

He then touched his feet with his fingers and said, ‘O Lord, strengthen my feet on the day when the feet
falter and make people stumble. Let my struggle and efforts be only to seek Your pleasure. Let every

action of mine earn me Your Grace.’

He looked at Muhammad and said, “Whoever imitates me and repeats what | said, shall find an angel for
every drop of water that falls during his ablution, glorifying and praising the Lord saying, ‘Great is Allah
other than whom there is no god.” The reward for all this will be written to the credit of the devoted

worshipper.’138
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154) When asked as to why, whenever he heard the call for prayers (adhan) he shivered and his face
became pale, ‘Ali (‘a) replied,
Now has come the time to discharge that trust which the skies, the earth, the mountains, and the plains

feared to entertain, but man undertook. | do not know if | would be discharging that trust efficaciously or

not. 139
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155) It is reported that whenever ‘Ali (‘a) performed the ablution, for fear of God his face used to lose its

color. 140
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The Importance Of Prayers In The Eyes Of ‘Ali

156) ‘Ali (‘a) never forsook his prayers. Never did he miss his prayers even once. Even on the occasion
of the night of the most vehement fighting, he performed his Night Prayers. During the Battle of Siffin, he

was frequently looking at the sun. Ibn Abbas asked, “Ali, what are you doing?” ‘Ali (‘a) replied,

“l am watching if the time for midday prayer has arrived.” Ibn Abbas asked, “Is this the time [during the
fierce battle] to think of prayers?” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, “What are we fighting for? Is it not to establish [the
remembrance of God through] prayers?”141
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‘Ali And Congregational Prayers

157) It is reported through reliable sources that ‘Ali (‘a) said:

Far better than spending the whole night [from ‘Isha’ until Fajr] in prayers is to perform the morning [fajr]
and night [‘Isha’] prayers with the congregation. Have you not heard the Prophet (S) saying that if only
people knew its importance, they would have rushed, creeping on their hands and bellies, for these
[congregational] prayers become the cause for the forgiveness of the sins committed between morning
until night. 142
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158) It is reported that once the Prophet (S) abnormally extended his prayer. When asked for the
reason, he said: Gabriel restrained me by holding my hands until ‘Ali came and joined the prayer. 143
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The Prayer Of One Thousand Rak’ah

159) Jamil Ibn Salih reports that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:



If possible recite one thousand rak’ah (unit or cycle) of prayer at least during the days and nights of the
month of Ramadhan if not in other months, because ‘Ali (‘a) used to perform one thousand rak’ah of

prayer during every day and night. 144
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160) It is reported that Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

‘Ali (‘a) used to perform one thousand rak’ah of prayer during every day and night. 145
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161) It is reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said:

Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) used to perform one thousand rak’ah of prayer during every day and night. Similarly,

‘Ali (‘a) used to perform one thousand rak’ah of prayer during every day and night. There were five date

trees in the garden and he used to perform two rak’ah under each tree. 146
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162) Abu Basir reports that he approached Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and asked, “What is your opinion
regarding the prayers performed in the month of Ramadhan?”

He replied the month of Ramadhan carries a special glory and significance which no other month has.
Pray as much as you can, if possible a one thousand rak’ah during the days and nights [of Ramadhan].
‘Ali (‘a) prayed a one thousand rak’ah during the last days of life. Therefore, O Abu Muhammad, pray as
much as you can during the month of Ramadhan. 147
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Ali’'s Supplications

163) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) used to pray Almighty Allah saying,

My prayer seeking Your forgiveness is unlike that of one who is heedless whether You accept it or reject



it. Therefore, accede to my prayers and the prayers of other sinners who seek Your Mercy. 148
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164) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah said, “Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) used to say while in prostration:

| beseech You like a humble and helpless servant beseeching his master. | ask with the certainty of one

who knows that he will be given and that by giving nothing would be reduced from Your treasures. | seek
Your forgiveness like one who knows that there is none except You who could forgive me my sins. | rely

on You like the one who knows that You alone are the Almighty. 149
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Ali’s Sincerity In Faith

165) Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) prayed as follows:
O Lord, I do not worship for fear of Hellfire nor out of greed for Heaven. | pray to You because You alone

deserve to be worshipped. 150
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166) It is reported that when ‘Ali (‘a) spared Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd after subduing him when he was on the
verge of killing him, people criticized Ali’s conduct. However, Hudhayfah defended Ali’s conduct. The
Prophet (S) suggested that ‘Ali (‘a) should be directly asked to explain his conduct when he would return

after slaying Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd.

‘Ali (‘a) said:
He [Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd] abused my mother and spat on my face. | was afraid that this would involve my
personal ego as the motive for killing him. So | waited until my anger subsided and then | killed him for

the sake of God [not for myself]. 151
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Ali’'s Absolute Devotion To God

167) It is reported that during the Battle of Uhud, ‘Ali (‘a) was suffering from an arrowhead that was
embedded in his leg and which was difficult to remove. The Prophet (S) suggested that the arrowhead
be removed when ‘Ali (‘a) would be immersed in his prayer. This was done and ‘Ali (‘a) said that he did

not feel even the slightest pain. 152
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D) Character And Morals Of Ali

Ali’s Sincerity In Placing Trust In God

168) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

Qanbar, the retainer adored ‘Ali (‘a) so much that whenever ‘Ali (‘a) left his house, Qanbar would follow
him carrying Ali’'s sword. One night when ‘Ali (‘a) found Qanbar following him, he asked, ‘Why are you
following me?’ Qanbar replied that he was shielding him.

‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Fie upon you! Would you protect me from celestial beings or from the inhabitants of earth?’
Qanbar replied: ‘From the dwellers of earth.” ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Go back, Qanbar. No dweller of the earth

could harm me without God’s permission.’153
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Ali’'s Impeccable Character

169) It is reported that once ‘Ali (‘a) called out to his servant several times, but the servant did not
answer him. He came out of his room and standing behind his servant ‘Ali (‘a) asked, “Why didn’t you
answer when | repeatedly called you.” The servant replied, “I was too busy and of course there is no
fear of punishment from you!” ‘Ali (‘a) said, “Thank God for making people consider themselves safe

from any harm from me. Now, go away, for | emancipate you and from now on you are a free man.”154
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170) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said that ‘Ali (‘a) once traveled in the company of a nonbeliever who asked:

“Sir, where are you going?” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, “l am going to Kufah.” When the time of parting came, ‘Ali

»

(‘a) continued to accompany that man. Surprised, the man asked, “Sir, this road does not lead to Kufah.
‘Ali (‘a) replied, “I know that this road does not lead to Kufah, but our beloved Prophet (S) has taught us
the best of manners and stipulated that before parting company we should proceed a little distance with

our fellow traveler [as a mark of friendship].

The man said, ‘It is no wonder that it is on account of such excellent character that people are
embracing your religion. Be my witness, | hereby accept your religion.” The man returned with ‘Ali (‘a)

and became a staunch Muslim.155
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Ali’'s Simplicity And Humbleness

171) Sa’sa’ah Ibn Sawhan and a few friends and companions of ‘Ali (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) lived as one among us, leading a simple life just like anyone of us. He was extremely humble
and many were attracted by this quality in him. We used to be overawed by his presence and feel as if a

sword were suspended over our heads. 156
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172) It is authentically reported that ‘Ali (‘a) used to go to the market to buy salt, dates, and flour, tie
them up in a cloth sack and carry them himself, saying, ‘It is most noble to carry food to your

dependents. Doing so would not bring down your dignity. 157
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173) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said that ‘Ali (‘a) once was riding when a crowd of people followed him. He
stopped and asked as to why they are following him. They replied, ‘It gives us pleasure to follow you.’

‘Ali (‘a) rebuked them saying,

Following a rider on foot brings destruction upon him and is an insult to those who follow him on foot. 158
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Ali’'s Forbearance

174) The Prophet (S) declared,

In the matter of patience, ‘Ali is far superior to all others. 159
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175) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is tolerance personified. 160
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Ali’'s Patience

176) In a sermon ‘Ali (‘a) said:
When it became essential [to protect the faith] | bore everything with patience. When | saw my rights
being violated, it felt as if a thorn has pierced my eye and a bone stuck in my throat. 161
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177) ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) asked him, “O Ali, what would you do when people would prefer
worldly life to the life in the hereafter; when they swallow their pride in one gulp; when they adore and
worship wealth; under the pretense of piety when people would practice fraud and cheating; when they
circulate the treasury funds [as if it were their personal property]?”



‘Ali (‘a) replied, “I shall choose the way to life in the hereafter [in reference to worldly life]; patiently
tolerate all hardships until | join you [in heaven] by the Grace of God.” The Prophet (S) replied, “True is

your word, Ali. May God help you in your endeavor.”162
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Ali’'s Asceticism

178) Qumaysah Ibn Jabir said:
| have not found in the entire world anyone more pious than ‘Ali (‘a). 163
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179) The Prophet (S) said:

O, Ali, God has decorated you with that special grace, with which no other person was ever blessed.
That Grace is exclusively yours. In this life, you shun the world and the world shuns you. God has made
you a friend of the poor and the destitute. You are content in their fellowship and they are pleased with

your leadership and Guidance. 164
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180) Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) said:
By God, ‘Ali (‘a) ate simple food like servants and used to sit like them with humility. Usually, he used to
purchase two sets of clothes out of which he used to give the costlier one to his servant and he himself

wore the cheaper one. 165

[ O < 398 s

Luls Gulaiy MIJSIJSMeMIm&nu& o] ety G mﬁmlmﬂulﬁgwr&umyu
ﬁYlef‘&;;LQ%MMMIQMIGMLISQJ ._\JA.”

181) It is reported that ‘Ali (‘a) wore old and patched clothes and his shoes were made from the bark of

date palms. 166
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182) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Sometimes ‘Ali (‘a) used to wear a shoe in one leg while mending the other. He did not consider

mending shoes to be disrespectful [humiliating]. 167
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183) It is reported that ‘Ali (‘a) used to patch his clothes himself and said:
Wearing patched clothes makes a man feel humble. People proudly followed his example. 168
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184) ‘Ali (‘a) said:

God has chosen me to be the leader [Imam] over men and took a promise that in my food, dress, and
behavior | should be humble like a poor and destitute person so that the poor and the meek may get
solace from my conduct and the rich and proud may not adopt the ways of arrogant tyrants. 169
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185) Zayd Ibn al-Hasan said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:
In his food habits ‘Ali (‘a), in the eyes of the Prophet (S), was like a commoner. He used to eat bread,

vinegar, and oil, while he fed others with bread, butter, and meat. 170
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World In The Eyes Of Ali

186) ‘Ali (‘a):
This world of yours is to be inferior to the (leftover) bone of a pig in the hands of a leper.171
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187) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Woe to this world! Woe to this world! Does it wish to beguile and ensnare me? It shall not succeed. Go,

search for someone else, for | have no need for you. Thrice have | divorced you and now there is no

chance of reconciliation. 172

Imam ‘Ali (‘a) is also reported to have said:
Divorce the world three times and betake yourself another spouse. It is verily evil wife because it does

not care who comes to it.
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188) Abdullah Ibn Abbas reports:
He went to ‘Ali (‘a) at Dhi-Qar. ‘Ali (‘a) was mending his shoes. He asked, “What is the worth of this
shoe?” | replied, “Absolutely nothing.” He then said, “This shoe is dearer to me than rulership and |

value this [the shoe] more than that [rulership] unless | stand up for justice and prevent injustice.” 173
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‘Ali Sells His Sword

189) Abu Hayyan al-Taymi reports on the authority of his father: He heard ‘Ali (‘a) saying from the pulpit,
“Is there anyone who would buy my sword? | would not sell the sword if | had money to buy a shirt.” A

man from the crowd stood up and said, “I will lend you money to buy a shirt.”

Abd al-Razzaq said, “This was at a time when ‘Ali (‘a) ruled the world except for Syria.”174
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190) Majma’ al-Taymi said:
‘Ali (‘a) was going around the marketplace with his sword saying, ‘If | had four Dirhams to buy a shirt, |

would not be selling this sword.’175
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‘Ali Being Satisfied With The Least

191) Abu Ishaqg al-Subay’i said:

It was Friday and my father carried me around on his shoulder when we saw ‘Ali (‘a) waving his sleeves
while delivering a sermon. | said to my father, ‘Perhaps ‘Ali (‘a) is feeling the heat of the day.” My father
replied, ‘It is neither heat nor cold that is bothering ‘Ali (‘a), but that his shirt has not yet dried from

washing and he has no other shirt to wear.176
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192) Al-Aswad and Algamah said:

When we went to meet ‘Ali (‘a), we found a plate made of date leaves in which were one or two pieces
of barley bread on which fungus had formed. [The bread had become so hard that] ‘Ali (‘a) was breaking
the bread by holding it between his thighs and eating the pieces with a little salt. We asked his
maidservant whose name was Fidhdhah as to why she had not cooked fresh bread with good flour.

She replied, ‘is it possible that ‘Ali (‘a) should eat fresh and tasty food and | be blamed for it?’ ‘Ali (‘a)
smiled upon hearing the reply and said, ‘I asked her not to remove the husk from the flour because it
makes me feel humble and suppresses my ego. The believers imitate me and | become one among
them.’177
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193) Suwaid Ibn Ghaflah said:

When we went to ‘Ali (‘a) we found a plate full of yogurt the sour smell of which was noticeable. ‘Ali (‘a)



was eating by dipping pieces of barley bread made from flour containing the husk in the yogurt. He said,

‘Come share the food with me.” | excused myself saying that | was fasting. 178
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194) It is reported that one day ‘Ali (‘a) was passing by a meat shop which had plenty of fresh, fat meat.
The butcher told ‘Ali (‘a), “Sir, buy some fresh and fat meat.” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘I have no money to buy it.’
The butcher said, ‘I shall patiently wait for the payment.” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘No, sir. Instead, | shall patiently

wait for the meat [to be bought with my own money].’179
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195) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
This ruler over you [i.e. Ali] is content with two old garments. Throughout the year he shuns meat except

for a little morsel from sacrificial offerings to Allah. 180
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Ali’s Food

196) Al-Ahnaf Ibn Qays said:
| went to ‘Ali (‘a) at the time of breaking the fast. A sealed pouch of flour was placed before us. | asked,

‘Did you seal it for fear of someone stealing from it?’
‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘No, but | am afraid that al-Hasan or al-Husayn would add butter or oil to its content.’
We asked, are these items forbidden to you?’

He replied, ‘No, they are not forbidden. It is incumbent upon the rulers and leaders to keep their food
simple like the food of the common man so that the poor may not complain of iniquity and the rich may

not indulge in excesses. 181
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197) It is reported that every day for breaking fast, bread was made from three measures of barley. ‘Al
(‘a) used to eat one piece of bread [the rest being distributed among the poor]. Then the pouch of barley
used to be sealed. When asked for the reason for sealing the pouch, ‘Ali (‘a) said that he feared that al-

Hasan or al-Husayn may add ghee to the flour. 182
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198) It is reported that ‘Ali (‘a) used to eat from the pouch of barley flour and seal it after taking a few
morsels saying, “l would prefer only those things about which | have knowledge to enter my

stomach.”183

199) Adi Ibn Thabit said:
When Faluda [a sweet porridge] was brought, ‘Ali (‘a) refused to eat it saying, ‘| do not wish to eat

something which the Prophet (S) did not eat.’184
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200) Habbah al-Arani said:

When Faluda [a sweet porridge] was brought, ‘Ali (‘a) refused to eat it saying, ‘By God, your color and
smell are exquisite and alluring. No doubt, you would be tasty too. But, | do not wish to eat something
which the Prophet (S) did not eat.’185
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201) Sa’d Ibn Kulthum said, “We were with Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when he was extolling the virtues of
Imam ‘Ali (‘a). Al-Sadiq (‘a) said:



Throughout his life, never did ‘Ali (‘a) eat anything that was forbidden. And if out of the permitted things,

two were presented before him, he chose the one that was more difficult one [to eat]. 186
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D) Justice Of ‘Ali & Protection Of Public Treasury

Ali’'s Justice

202) The Prophet (S) said:
The most just in my community is Ali. 187
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203) In one of his sermons, ‘Ali (‘a) said:

By God, if | am given the rulership over all that is contained under the seven heavens and | am asked to
do injustice to an ant and deprive it of a piece of barley husk, | shall not oblige, for this world is inferior to
the leaf that a locust eats. What has ‘Ali got to do with these transient pleasures?188
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‘Ali And The Public Treasury

204) Muhammad Ibn lbrahim al-Nawf Ali reports that he heard Imam Ja’far lbn Muhammad (‘a) quoting
his forefathers as saying, ‘Ali (‘a) directed his scribes to write in a small and closely written script without
leaving much space between letters and words [to save stationery] and not to eulogize him. To be brief

and avoid being voluminous, public money should never be wasted or squandered. 189
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205) It is reported that Hilal Ibn Muslim al-Jahdari said that he heard his ancestor Harrah or Hawwah



say:
| was with ‘Ali (‘a) one night when cash and goods were brought to the treasury. ‘Ali (‘a) asked his men
to distribute it. His men objected saying that it was well past midnight and that the job may be deferred

until morning.

‘Ali (‘a) asked, ‘Would you assure me that | will live until dawn? Do not be slothful. Distribute it now.” He

then brought a lamp and the amount and goods were distributed on the very same night. 190
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206) It is reported that ‘Ali (‘a) used to distribute from the treasury on every Friday without leaving even a
single item behind. One day he found some gold and silver in the vault, Oh, yellow gold and white silver,

beguile someone else with your luster. ‘Ali does not need you. 191
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207) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah said: The character of ‘Ali (‘a) was such that whenever he got his share
from the treasury, he would keep it back in the vault. Then he used to search for the people in need and

distributed his share among them saying,

O gold and silver, do not beguile me with your luster. The hand that holds you may also be lifted up to

the mouth [use them].’

He used to take out from the treasury only for distributing it to the deserving. After distribution, he used
to get the treasury swept and washed. He then used to perform the prayer for thanksgiving. On

completion of the prayer, he used to proclaim that he has divorced the world thrice and said:

O world! Do not chase me and do not attempt to ensnare me, for | have thrice-divorced you irrevocably
and | shall never reconcile with you. 192
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‘Ali Teaches Aqil

208) Muhammad Ibn Muslim reports from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who said:

When ‘Ali (‘a) became the caliph he ascended the pulpit, glorified the Lord, and said, ‘By God, as long as
| own a leaf of a date palm, | shall not deprive you of your entitlement from the treasury. Believe me that
| do not retain anything for myself but that | distribute it among you.’

Aqil interrupted and said, ‘Indeed you are making me equal to a black slave who lives in Medina.’

‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘Sit down. You are the only one in this gathering to object. Piety is the only yardstick and

measure of distinction between you and a black slave.’193
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209) Amr Ibn Ala’ said:

When Agil demanded more than his share from the treasury [before the due date], ‘Ali (‘a) asked him to
be patient until Friday [when everyone will get his share]. ‘Ali (‘a) asked Aqil, ‘What is your opinion about
one who commits a breach of the trust reposed by these people [the community]?’

Aqil replied that such a person is indeed most evil.

‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Would you make me an evil person by making me take out of their share and give it to you,
breaching the trust that they have reposed in me?’194
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A Few Examples Of Ali’'s Generosity And Self-Sacrifice

210) In the marketplace ‘Ali (‘a) met a handsome person. ‘Ali (‘a) asked, “Do you have two dresses
costing five Dirhams?” The man got up and said, “O Amir Al-Mu’minin, | have what you need.” When
‘Ali (‘a) realized that the man had recognized him, he left that shop and went to another shop owned by

a slave.

‘Ali (‘a) said, “Do you have two dresses costing five Dirhams?” The man replied, “I have one dress
costing three Dirhams and another costing two Dirhams.” ‘Ali (‘a) bought the two dresses and told

Qanbar his retainer, “Take the one that costs three Dirhams for yourself.”

Qanbar said, “You should take the costlier one because you ascend the pulpit and deliver sermons and
the dress would suit you well.” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, “O Qanbar, you are still young and youth cherishes many
things. | feel ashamed before God that | should consider myself superior to you, for | have heard the
Prophet (S) say, ‘Clothe your retainers the same as you do and feed them the same as you eat.’195
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211) Regarding the Qur’anic words, “They keep their promise and fear God...” Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:
Al-Hasan and al-Husayn the two children fell ill. The Prophet (S) visited them along with two of his
companions. One of the companions said, ‘If you make a vow for their early recovery, God will cure

them soon.’

‘Ali (‘a) said, as thanksgiving for their early recovery, | shall keep fast for three days.” Fatimah (‘a)
followed suit and the children and their governess Fidhdhah also vowed the same. Soon the children
became well and all of them started keeping their vows by fasting.

They had meager food in the house. So, ‘Ali (a) approached Simon the neighbor. Simon who was a Jew
dealing in wool. ‘Ali (a) asked him, ‘Could you give some wool so that the Prophet’s daughter may spin it

for the wage of three measures of barley?” The Jew agreed and gave some wool.

Fatimah (‘a) made the garment from the wool and got three measures of barley. She cooked five loaves

of bread. ‘Ali (‘a) prayed the sunset prayer with the Prophet (S) in the mosque and returned home. The



table was spread and all five sat down to break their fast. ‘Ali (‘a) was about to take the first morsel when
a man was heard shouting, ‘May God’s blessing and grace be upon the members of the Prophet’s
family. | am a blind and poor Muslim. Whoever gives me food would be blessed by God with food in
heaven.” ‘Ali (‘a) gave his bread to the blind man. Fatimah, the two children, and their governess
Fidhdhah too gave away their loaves of bread to the blind man. All five remained hungry being content
with taking only water for breaking their fast.

The next day, Fatimah (‘a) completed another garment and got three measures of barley from which she
cooked five loaves of bread. ‘Ali (‘a) prayed the sunset prayer with the Prophet (S) in the mosque and
returned home. The table was spread and all five sat down to break their fast. ‘Ali (‘a) was about to take
the first morsel when a man was heard shouting, ‘May God’s blessing and grace be upon the members
of the Prophet’s family. | am a poor orphan and a true believer. Whoever gives me food would be
blessed by God with food in heaven.” ‘Ali (‘a) gave his bread to him. Fatimah, the two children and their
governess too gave away their loaves of breads to him. All five remained hungry being content with
taking only water for breaking their fast.

On the third day also Fatimah (‘a) completed another garment and got three measures of barley from
which she cooked five loaves of bread. ‘Ali (‘a) prayed the sunset prayer with the Prophet (S) in the
mosque and returned home. The table was spread and all five sat down to break their fast. ‘Ali (‘a) was
about to take the first morsel when a man was heard shouting, ‘May God’s blessing and grace be upon
the members of the Prophet’s family. | am a captured convict and | am about to be imprisoned. | am not
a believer but | am hungry. Would you not give me food?’ ‘Ali (‘a) gave his bread to him. Fatimah, the
two children and their governess too gave away their loaves of bread to him. All five remained hungry

being content with taking only water for breaking their fast.

Shu’ayb says that ‘Ali (‘a) took the children to the Prophet (S). When he saw the children trembling from
hunger, the Prophet (S) said, ‘O Abu’l-Hasan, it pains me to see you all in this condition. Let us go to
our daughter Fatimah’s house.” When they reached the house, Fatimah (‘a) was praying. Due to hunger,
she had grown thin and her eyes had sunk deep. When the Prophet (S) saw Fatimah’s condition, he

made her sit beside him and said,

“Alas! You spend three days without food and | am not informed of it!” Then Gabriel descended and
said, “O Muhammad, accept these felicitations which God has sent to the members of your family.” The
Prophet (S) asked, ‘What should | take in felicitation?’ It was then that Gabriel recited the verses. 196
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212) In the exegeses of the common people as well as the Shi’ah it is mentioned about the verses in the
Chapter of the Qur’an the following verses of the Qur’an refer to ‘Ali (‘a), Fatimah, al-Hasan, al-Husayn,

and Fidhdhah [may peace be upon them all] and that it means as follows:

As to the Righteous, they shall drink of a Cup (of Wine) mixed with Kafur, (76:5).

A Fountain where the Devotees of Allah do drink, making it flow in unstinted abundance. (76:6).
They fulfill vows and fear the Day the evil of which shall be spreading far and wide. (76:7).

And they give food out of love for Him to the poor and the orphan and the captive: (76:8).
(Saying), "We feed you for the sake of Allah alone: no reward do we desire from you, nor thanks.
(76:9).

"We only fear a Day of distressful Wrath from the side of our Lord."(76: 10).

But Allah will deliver them from the evil of that Day, and will shed over them a Light of Beauty
and (blissful) Joy. (76:11).

And because they were patient and constant, He will reward them with a Garden and (garments
of) silk. (76:12). 197
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Ali’'s Generosity And Benevolence Upon Widows

213) ‘Ali (‘a) was passing through a road in which a woman was carrying a pitcher full of water. He
relieved her of the burden and delivered the pitcher at her doorstep. On the way, he inquired about her.
She said ‘Ali (‘a) sent my husband to battle in a far-off place and my husband died fighting. | have small
orphans whom | find difficult to feed as | have no property or money. Therefore, | am working as a water

supplier to make a living.” Reaching home, ‘Ali could not sleep the whole night.

Early in the morning, he took a basketful of bread. As he was carrying the basket of food, a friend met
and offered to carry the basket for him. ‘Ali (‘a) declined saying, ‘On the Judgment Day, who will carry
my burden?’ ‘Ali (‘a) knocked on the door of the widow’s house saying, ‘Open the door, | am the one



who carried your pitcher yesterday. | have brought some food f or your orphans.” The woman took the

food saying, ‘May God be pleased with you. | seek Allah’s intervention between me and ‘Ali (‘a).’

‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘It gives me great pleasure to serve people. Would you like me to cook the food or look
after the children?’ The woman replied, ‘l am an expert cook. So, you may look after the children.” The
woman kneaded the floor and prepared the bread while ‘Ali (‘a) cooked the meat and fed the children

saying, ‘Pardon me for the plight in which you are placed.’

When the bread was made, the woman asked ‘Ali (‘a) to light the oven. As the fire brightened, the heat
brought perspiration to Ali’s brow. ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Now bear the heat as the punishment for not looking
after widows and orphans.’” Just then another woman who knew ‘Ali (‘a) entered the house and told the
widow, ‘What a shame! Do you not know that this is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib?’

Realizing her mistake, the widow felt ashamed of herself. ‘Ali (‘a) told her, ‘O lady, it is me that should be

”

ashamed and not you, for the fault lies with me [for your widowhood].””198
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Ali’s Kindness Towards Orphans

214) Abu’l-Tufayl said:



| saw ‘Ali (‘a) feeding honey to orphans when a companion exclaimed, ‘How | wish | too were an

orphan!’199
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215) Abu Basir said: Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) used to declare, | am the guide and | am the rightly guided. | am a father to the orphans and a
help to widows and the destitute. | am the shelter of the poor and the weak and the asylum for all the

oppressed people.200
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‘Ali And Emancipation Of Slaves

216) Zayd Ibn Sawhan reports from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that with his hard-earned money, ‘Ali (‘a)
emancipated a thousand slaves.201
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217) Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) set free a thousand slaves.202

of 3 . ofs g 4s L0 % 4

m;ur{,;urucgg siel:J uaf‘iwr&;?gurp;.

Ali’'s Directives To His Executives

218) ‘Ali (‘a) wrote to ‘Uthman Ibn Hunayf his governor on Basra when he learned that he had attended

and eaten the dinner hosted by a rich man,

| learned that a young man of Basra invited you and you attended the dinner hosted by him and ate the

sumptuous food. | never expected that you would attend the function hosted by persons who drive away
the hungry and invite tyrants. Watch out what you had eaten, remove the forbidden things, and eat only

that which you acquired through lawful means.

Beware, you have to follow your chief and learn from him. Know that your chief is content with two

loaves of bread made of barley, a food for a day. | know that this is impossible for you, but at least you



should attempt to seek piety. By God, | have not accumulated any riches or assets. Nor did | acquire a
fresh shirt to replace the old one. Had | wished, | could have eaten fresh honey and worn clothes made
of pure silk. But it is impossible that base desires could overpower me and drag me towards a variety of
tasty food even as someone in Hijaz or Yamamah has no bread to eat or has never eaten a stomach-
full. Is it possible that | should fill my stomach and sleep peacefully, surrounded by hungry and thirsty
men? Should | too become like the one about whom a poet said, ‘Enough insult it is that you should eat
a stomach-full and sleep while others remain hungry expecting a few crumbs to fall their way.203
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‘Ali And The Destitute: Ali’s Advice To Malik Al-Ashtar

219) ‘Ali (‘a) sent the following directives to his governor Malik al-Ashtar:

In the name of God the Merciful and Beneficent. These orders are from Amir Al-Mu’minin with whom
Malik al-Ashtar has covenanted his obedience. | advise you to fear the wrath of God as the foremost
[deterrent] on a priority basis. Obey what is made obligatory in the Book of God and the traditions
established by God, without following which none can attain eminence; and those that refuse to follow
the injunctions to establish divine traditions shall suffer severe humility and disgrace. | order you to
establish the Divine ordinances, through your word, deed, and will, for God will surely help and make

those who help him succeed in their ventures. God holds dear one who holds Him dear.

| order you to suppress your earthly desires. Drive out your desires whenever your ego attacks your Self,
for your ego would forever try to tempt you into sinning. Those on whom God’s grace dwells are saved

from the clutches of desire. Be honest to God and just to the people, your relatives, your subjects, and



your friends. If you are not fair and just, you will be guilty of tyranny. God is an enemy of every tyrant
and He will never accept the excuses of a tyrant, for the tyrant is at war with God, unless the tyrant
repents and shuns tyranny. It is the tyranny that brings down a change in God’s grace though it may not
bring immediate retribution. God ever listens to the cries of the oppressed who are subjected to penury
and possess nothing and suffer silently. Among them are some who are content with the least and do
not intervene in the affairs of others, and there are others who incessantly pursue their demands.

Obey God, earn His grace, and enforce what God has ordered. Fix some portion for the poor from your
treasury and from the revenue from other cities, for both the Muslim living near you and those who live in
far-off lands have equal rights. Be one among them. Let not the joy of rulership make you oblivious to
the needs of the common man. However, busy you may be, do not neglect small matters. Always
ponder [to find a solution to their problems]. Do not neglect the common man, particularly those who
have no access to you and who are looked down with contempt. Choose a trustworthy and God-fearing
person from them as their representative so that he may inform you of the true state of affairs and put
forth a solution for their genuine problems. Take such action as may be best suited to solve their
problems so that you may acquit yourself before God, for as your subjects they have a greater right to

justice.

Attend and fulfill the needs of the orphans, the aged, and the destitute who have no resources and yet
do not beg from others. No doubt, this is indeed a heavy burden, but God helps those who strive in His
way, patiently seeking their reward in the hereafter and being content with what God gives them. Do not
make people feel themselves obliged to you, nor should you feel that you have done a great favor by
discharging your duties. Do not forsake the promise you made. To emphasize your importance is to take
away the reward for it. To think that you have done a great job is to deprive it of its beatitude. To go
back on your promise is to invite God’s wrath and invite the anger of your subjects, for God says, ‘The

worst enemy in the Eye of God is one who makes a promise and then breaks it.’204 205 206
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220) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
‘Ali (‘a) willed that he had released from slavery Abu Nayzar, Rabah, and Jubayr on condition that they
would work in the treasury for five years.207

Lo A s A

Dias BWs 556 UT 51 08 236 Gle Guraalt ual mil :J6 236u1 Gle aint wiz i 42 iyl
Oniw Gueas JGIE g 1530 5 e 1 gaie.

Ali’'s Advice To Plant Trees

221) Zurarah narrates that Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) said:

‘Ali (‘a) was found of sitting on a mound of date seeds. He was asked as to what he intended to do. He
replied that he would plant a million seeds and, God willing, they would grow into lush fruit-bearing
palms. ‘Ali (‘a) planted all the seeds not leaving even a single one.208
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222) Ibn Da’b narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) was carrying a sac containing three million date seeds. When asked
what he was carrying on his shoulder, he replied that they were three million date seeds, which he
intended to plant and which God willing would sprout into fruit-bearing trees. He planted every one of

those seeds on fertile land and all the seeds flourished.209
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223) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

‘Ali (‘a) was seen carrying a sac on his shoulder. When asked as to what it was, he replied that they
were date trees that, God willing, would bloom. He planted all the seeds, not leaving even a single
one.210
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Ali’'s Generosity And Kind Heartedness

224) lbn Abbas reports that Migdad told ‘Ali (‘a) that he had not eaten for three days. ‘Ali (‘a) went out,
sold his armor for five hundred Dirhams, paid the money to Migdad and returned empty-handed. A
stranger appeared with a camel and offered the camel for sale for a hundred Dirhams on credit to ‘Al
(‘a); so, ‘Ali (‘a) bought it. Soon another stranger appeared and offered to buy the camel for a hundred
and fifty Dirhams. ‘Ali (‘a) accepted the offer and sold the camel. All this happened even as ‘Ali (‘a) was

standing near his house.

‘Ali (‘a) asked al-Hasan and al-Husayn (‘a) who were standing nearby to go after the stranger who
bought the camel and find out who he was. The Prophet (S) who was smilingly watching the entire
episode, said, “O Ali, the vendor who sold the camel was Gabriel and the purchaser was Michael. Then

the Prophet (S) recited the verse:

“Those who repose their faith in Allah...” (65:2) 211
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225) Muhammad Ibn Fudhayl Ibn Marwan said:
‘Ali (‘a) was asked as to how much he gives in charity, how much he spends and how much he saves.
‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘By God, | will certainly think of saving if | know for sure that God has accepted even a

single deed of mine. By God, | do not know if God has accepted even a single deed of mine.’212
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Giving His Ring As Alms

226) Al-Hasan Ibn Zayd reports from his father Zayd Ibn al-Hasan who in turn narrated from his
ancestors who quoted Ammar Ibn Yasir as saying,

‘Ali (‘a) was bending down in his supererogatory prayers when a man approached him and wanted some
charity. ‘Ali (‘a) beckoned the man to take his ring. The man removed Ali’s ring from his hand. The man

then met the Prophet (S) and told him what transpired. At that moment the verse:

“Verily the guardians over you are Allah and His Prophet and those who give charity even as they

bend down in prayer.” (5:55).

was revealed. The Prophet (S) then said, ‘Of whomsoever, | am the Guardian, this ‘Ali here is also the

guardian. O Lord, be a friend to his friends and an enemy of his enemies.” 213
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227) Al-Tha’labi wrote in his book of tafsir (exegeses of the Holy Qur'an) that Abdullah Ibn Abbas was
sitting near the well of Zamzam narrating traditions of the Prophet (S) when a man with most of his face
hidden under his turban cloth appeared. Whenever Ibn Abbas quoted a hadith that man too would quote
another. At last, Ion Abbas asked, ‘Who are you? Why don’t you remove the cloth from your face so that

we may see your face?’



The man removed the cloth from his face and said, ‘Those who know me know me. For those who do
not know me, | say, | am Jundab Ibn Junadah Abu Dharr al-Ghifari. | have heard with these ears and if |
am lying let me become deaf; and with these very eyes | have seen and if | am lying let me be struck
blind - the Prophet (S) said, Ali, is the leader of the pious and eliminator of the nonbelievers. Whoever
helps him would receive help and whoever avoids helping him would regret. Whoever denies his
vicegerency [wilayah] is accursed.’

One day, | performed the afternoon prayer with the Prophet (S). A man entered the mosque and asked
for alms. None gave anything to him. The man raised his hands towards the sky and said, ‘O Lord, be
my witness; | came begging in the Prophet’s mosque, yet none gave me anything.” ‘Ali (‘a) was then
bowing in prayer. He beckoned the man by shaking his little finger on which he wore a ring. The man

went to ‘Ali and removed the ring from his little finger. We all noticed this incident.

When the Prophet (S) finished his prayer, he raised his hands towards the sky and said, ‘O Allah! My
brother Moses prayed to you to enlarge his chest, to make his task easy, remove the knots [difficulty]
from his tongue [speech] so that men could understand his words, make his brother Aaron as his
vicegerent, strengthen him through Aaron, and make Aaron partner in all his affairs. O Lord, You
accepted his prayer, strengthened him with the support of his brother Aaron, and blessed them both with
miracles to subdue the opponents. O Lord, I, Muhammad Your Messenger, pray You to enlarge Ali’s
vision, make his task easy, and appoint from my clan, my brother ‘Ali as my vizier and through him

strengthen me.’

Abu Dharr further said that hardly had the Prophet (S) completed his prayers when Gabriel descended
and said, ‘Read.’ The Prophet (S) asked, ‘What do | read?’ Gabriel said, ‘Say:

“Verily Allah is your Guardian and His Prophet and those believers who are steadfast [establish]
prayers and give zakat even as they remain in the state of bowing in prayer.” (5:55).”214
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1. Ihgaq Al-Haqgq, vol. 4, p. 218.

2. Fadha'’il Al-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 179; Al-Isti’ab, vol. 3, p. 1091 [with a different chain of narrators].
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28. Hilyat Al-Abrar, vol. 1, p. 285; Ithna Ashariyah, p. 62; Inqgag Al-Haqq, vol. 5, p. 130; Irshad Al-Qulub, p. 209; Anwar Al-
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Part 2: Merits And Virtues Of ‘Ali In The Quran
And Hadiths

A) Merits Of ‘Ali In The Eyes Of The Quran

‘Ali In The Quran

228) Ibn Abbas said when the verse
“You are only a warner and there is a guide for every people.” (13:7).

was revealed, the Prophet (S) said, ‘1 am the one who puts the fear of God [in the minds of people] and
‘Ali shall be their guide. O Ali, after me, people searching for the right path would find it only by adhering
to you.’1
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229) Expounding the verse

“Allah desires to give you comfort and not hardship” (2: 185).

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said: The word ‘comfort’ refers to ‘Ali (‘a).2
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230) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) through his ancestors reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said, the verse
“And the foremost are the foremost” (56: 10).

was revealed in my honor.3
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231) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) through his ancestors reported, ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) said that the
verse
“Those who spend their wealth in the way of God openly and in secret” (2:274).

was revealed to honor Ali.4
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232) Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) quoted his forefathers as saying, the verse

“Like those who spend their wealth to seek the Pleasure of Allah” (2:265).

was revealed in honor of ‘Ali (‘a).5
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233) Regarding the verse:



“Those who hasten to do good works” (23:61).

Imam al-Bagir (‘a) quoted his forefathers as saying, none excelled ‘Ali (‘a) in doing good works.6
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234) Regarding the verse:
“The virtuous believers” (66:4).

the Prophet (S) said: These words mean ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.7
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235) Regarding the words
“This is a Book in which there is no doubt” (2:2).
Abu Basir quotes Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying, ‘Ali (‘a) is meant by the word ‘Book’ and there is no

doubt that he is the guide to all pious ones.8
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236) Jabir al-Ju'fi says that when he inquired with Imam al-Bagir (‘a) the meaning of the verse:
“Whoever turns away from the remembrance of God, will be put to severe torture” (72:17).

The Imam replied it means: Whoever turns away from ‘Ali (‘a) will indeed be subjected to the most

severe torture.9
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237) Ja'far al-Fazari narrates through several chains of narrators that regarding the verse:

“Say: This is my path, I Call to the way of God through my insight and the insight of those who
obey me” (12: 108).



Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

The words those who obey me refer to ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. 10
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238) It is reported from Abd al-Rahman Ibn Kathir that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) explained the Qur’anic verse:
“And the bearer of witness and those against whom the witness is borne” (85:3).
by saying: These two words denote the Prophet (S) and ‘Ali (‘a). 11
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239) Regarding the Qur’anic verse:
“Had not the Grace and Benevolence of the Lord been upon you...” (24: 10).

Muhammad Ibn Fudhayl reports that Imam Abu’l-Hasan (‘a) said:

Muhammad (S) is the Grace of God and Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) is the Benevolence of God. 12
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240) Regarding the Qur’anic verse:
“O you believers! Be virtuous and follow the truthful” (9: 119).
Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

Follow the truthful means, follow ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a).13

ot e for 106 o unslall pa 15365 Q15 1oaT il Gl U« JGG asd s S50 Gl sl e
‘iﬂlﬁuﬂ ale 1l uj.»

241) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali said that regarding the verse:

“Say I adjure you to adhere to one thing...” (34:46).



Imam al-Bagqir said:
By the word ‘thing’, the Prophet (S) meant that he was adjuring people about the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn
Abu Talib (‘a), for it is that thing about which God revealed, adjure you about one thing. 14
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242) ‘Ali Ibn Ibrahim reported from his father who reported from lbon Abu Umayr who in turn heard from
Suma’ah who quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying regarding the verse:

“Be true to your covenant [promise] made with me” (2:40).

It means to be true to your covenant regarding the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) so that | may

keep my covenant with you; that is to say, | shall keep the promise of giving you a place in Heaven.15
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243) Our master Imam Musa lbn Ja’far (‘a) said the verse:

“You find them in a state of kneeling or in prostration and the Grace and Pleasure of the Lord is
behind them, and the signs of prostration in prayers are visible on their faces” (48:29).

was revealed to extol the virtue of ‘Ali (‘a). 16
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244) Abu Basir narrates that Imam al-Bagjir (‘a) said the verse:
“To your parents is your obligation due” (17:23).

refers to the Prophet (S) as a father and ‘Ali (‘a) in a similar position. 17
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245) Regarding the verse:



“Verily, Islam is the [only] religion in the eyes of God” (3: 19).

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said:
Islam means submitting to the vicegerency of ‘Ali (‘a). 18

A5Gt el ol o 7 LA Ll JG A5G Al Do Sl Sl slsE 8 a8l Gle sl e
A [P

B) Ali’'s Eminence According To The Ahadith

Ali’'s Rank And Position

246) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) quoted his forefathers as saying: The Prophet (S) said:
| and ‘Ali were created from the same Effulgence [nur].19
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247) Ibn Abbas said that he heard the Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali (‘a),
You and | are created from Divine Effulgence.20
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248) Salman said that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
| and ‘Ali are from a single Effulgence, fourteen thousand years before Adam was created. When God

created Adam, He split our Effulgence into two parts: one part is myself and the other part is Ali. 21
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249) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

The Prophet (S) tied the turban on ‘Ali by leaving one end in front and leaving the shorter end trailing at
the back. He then asked ‘Ali (‘a) to walk ahead. ‘Ali (‘a) went forward a few steps. The Prophet (S) asked
him to come back and ‘Ali (‘a) obliged. Then the Prophet (S) said, “This is how the crown worn by the

Angels looks.”22
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250) The Prophet (S) said:
| am like the sun and ‘Ali is like the Moon. [The Imams from] My progeny is like the stars from any one of

whom you may seek guidance.23
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251) Abu Dharr says that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

Had we (Muhammad and Ali] not been there, God would have been neither recognized nor worshipped.
Had we not been there, there would be no reward or retribution. There does not exist any veil between
‘Ali and Allah nor is there any barrier between them; instead, ‘Ali is the veil and barrier between God and

His creation.24
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252) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali holds a high position in the eyes of God.25
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253) Abu Basir relates through Imam al-Bagqir (‘a) who said:
One night, ‘Ali emerged out of his house saying, ‘In this dark tempestuous night, your leader has come

out wearing Adam’s robes, Solomon’s signet with the Staff of Moses in his hand.’26
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254) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali keeps all worries and cares away from me.27
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255) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the progenitor of all the Imams.28
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256) The Prophet (S) said:
At the Fountain [in Paradise], ‘Ali shall be my deputy.29
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257) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, ‘Ali shall be the lord of the Fountain [in Paradise].30
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258) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali will be the last person to speak to me before | depart from this world.31
wyall de Tuge g el JaT2ley sl e aun (To a5 JG.»

259) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a),

| have made you my sign among my followers.32
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260) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the gateway to my knowledge and after me, he shall narrate all that is revealed. A true believer is
one who loves him. Only a hypocrite will be his enemy. To look at his face is to earn Divine grace.
Worship is to adore him.33

2wl B

Ly Sl 45 i S b1 G 208 515 ale D07 Loy <l ale dum Lo 4t 5 )G

s . 85 "‘/.E/ oy 84 P L
EJL!-/Q 4—?.}:9-0:9 (aﬁl‘) f-.l’.’l _)Jc.l.nj (du.l.»

261) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the most respected of all my men.34
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262) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the dearest of all men to me.35
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263) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the most pious and virtuous among all men.36

2 . -

ol (8 2 ley Ty e 1 Tis i 5 JG»

264) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali would be the first person to meet me at the Fountain [in Paradise].37
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265) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is God’s authority on the Judgment Day.38
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266) The Prophet (S) said:
| and ‘Ali are from the same tree and the rest of the people are from other trees.39
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267) Al-Hasan narrates from Anas who said that he heard the Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali (‘a),

O Ali, after me, you are the one who will resolve the conflicts [disputes] between my followers.40
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268) The Prophet (S) said:



| and ‘Ali are the two authorities over mankind.41
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269) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Allah, His Messenger, and Archangel Gabriel are all well pleased with you.42
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270) It is reported from Abu Sa’id al-Khidri that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali.” Gabriel said, “O Muhammad, | am from you.43
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271) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, people are like creations from different trees, but we are created as parts of a single tree. | am its
root you are its trunk. al-Hasan and al-Husayn are its branches while our friends [Shi’ah] are like the
leaves of the tree. Whoever gets attached to any one of the branches is assured of a place allotted to
him in Paradise by Allah.44
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272) Abu Hurayrah narrates that the Prophet (S) said Gabriel came to me and said:

‘May | give you the good news about the means by which you would cross the Bridge [Sirat]?’

| replied that | would be happy to hear it. Gabriel said, ‘It is with the help of God’s Effulgence that you will
cross the Bridge and ‘Ali will cross it with the help of your effulgence because your Effulgence is God’s
Effulgence. Your followers will pass the Bridge with the help of Ali’s effulgence because Ali’s effulgence

is your effulgence. One who does not have Ali’s effulgence will indeed be left floundering in darkness.’45

rsis st fole 550 JUEE B3 e B u.bl 6 oy e i Fim ah J5l] ST8508 gl b2

Ae 4 Z ///)/} ////// P 3545 4.

JJ—'uA“‘-’LﬂUJ-"_,—L“-c-A “-'-'”J*AJHu—AJ JJ&"U"“G""J&" u—'—‘-)&-‘-'d-'-"wma 4—'—'”)\9-';)4»



273) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

Angels sent their blessings upon me and upon “Ali for seven years46
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274) Abu Layla al-Ghifari says that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
After me, there will be a revolt. At that time [you people should] support Ali, for he would be the first to
see me and shake hands with me on the Judgment Day. He is beside me in the high heavens and he is

the one who differentiates between good and evil. 47
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275) Al-Shi’bi narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said:
The Prophet said to me ‘Blessed is the pious leader of Muslims. How would you ‘Ali thank God for the
blessings?’ | replied, ‘I shall glorify the Lord for bestowing His blessings upon me. | shall pray to him to

bestow upon me the inclination to be thankful to Him and to increase His grace upon me.’48
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276) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, people will be with the Book of Deeds. Only those deeds approved by me and
‘Ali will be accepted. 49
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277) ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) told him,
O Ali, I wish for you those very things which | prefer for myself and which please me. | would not wish for

you any of the things that | dislike [which displease me].50
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278) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali will be the first person to meet me at the Fountain [in Paradise] and he is the first to embrace

Islam.51
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279) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Dearest to me among my people is Ali. His status is so high that | have nominated him my heir and

successor.52
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280) It is reported in the traditions that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the most virtuous among my people [followers] and the foremost in bringing about
harmonious coexistence and in creating friendship. In the whole of my community, you are the wisest,

bravest, most prudent, and most munificent.53
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281) Ja’far Ibon Muhammad (‘a) relates through his father who heard Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari say:

| was sitting with al-Abbas in the presence of the Prophet (S) when ‘Ali (‘a) entered and saluted. The
Prophet (S) replied the salutation, stood up, shook hands with ‘Ali (‘a), kissed his forehead, and seated
him on his right side.

Al-Abbas asked the Prophet (S), ‘Do you love him?’ The Prophet (S) replied, ‘O Uncle! God loves him
more than | do. God created the progeny of every Prophet from his male offspring, but my progeny is
through the children of ‘Ali [through my daughter].’54
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282) The Prophet (S) said:

God has blessed me with five things and ‘Ali is also blessed with five things.

Firstly, God has perfected eloquence in me and perfected wisdom in Ali.

Secondly, God bestowed prophethood upon me and conferred vicegerency upon Ali.

Thirdly, God gave me the Fountain [in Paradise] and to Ali, He gave the Salsabil.

Fourthly, He gave me revelation and gave intuition to Ali.

Fifthly, | was taken up to the heavens and the doors and curtains of heavens are kept open for Ali.55
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283) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you have three distinctions which none, not even me possess.

Firstly, you have such a father-in-law that even | do not have his like.
Secondly, you are the husband of my daughter the all-veracious while | do not have her like a wife.

Thirdly, you have been given al-Hasan and al-Husayn to be from your direct offspring, but | do not have

their likes to be my direct offspring. However, all of you are from me and | am from you.56
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284) Al-Bayhagi narrates through authentic sources that the Prophet (S) said:
If one desires to see the wisdom of Adam, the piety of Noah, the majesty of Abraham, the greatness of

Moses, and the veneration of Jesus, should look to Ali.57
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285) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
One should look at ‘Ali if he wishes to see the majesty of Abraham, the obedience of Noah, and the
handsomeness of Joseph.58
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286) It is reported that one day the Prophet (S) was sitting with his companions when he looked at ‘Al
(‘a) and said:
Whoever desires to see the beauty of Joseph, the generosity of Abraham, the majesty of Solomon, and

the power of David should look at this man here.59
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287) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the brother of the Archangels.60
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288) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that about the verse:
‘Do cast into hell every ungrateful, rebellious one” (50:24).

The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, God will gather everyone. O Ali, | and you will be seated on the right of the
Throne. God will tell us, ‘Stand up both of you and throw into the hellfire all those who were your

enemies and who refused to acknowledge you.’61
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289) Abd al-Salam Ibn Salih reports from Imam al-Ridha (‘a) who in turn narrated from his ancestors
that:

The Prophet (S) said, “God has created none superior to me.” ‘Ali (‘a) said that he asked if the Prophet
(S) was superior to Gabriel, and the Prophet (S) replied, “Allah created the prophets superior to His
Chosen Angels and He created me superior to all prophets. After me, my high rank will devolve upon
you and the Imams from your progeny. The Angels are but our minions doing our bidding and the
biddings of those who adore us. Those Angels who carry the Throne and those who are around it glorify

the Lord and send benedictions upon those who follow and acknowledge our leadership.



O Ali, had we not been there, God would not have created Adam and Eve, nor would He have created
Paradise and Hell, nor the heavens and the earth. How then could we not be superior to Angles when

we have precedence over them in glorifying Allah?”62
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290) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) on the authority of his ancestors narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

On the Day of Resurrection when Allah gathers all mankind, | will be offered and given the place of my
choice. As that Day progresses, a pulpit with a thousand steps, unlike that of any known pulpit will be set
up on which | shall be seated. Gabriel shall give me the Standard of Glory [liwa’ al-hamd] and say, ‘O

Muhammad, this is the cherished Seat of Glory [al-magam al-mahmud] which Allah had promised you.’

| will then ask ‘Ali to climb up to me. ‘Ali will then sit one step below me and | will give the Standard of
Glory to him. Then the keeper-angel of Paradise will bring the keys of Paradise and deliver them to me
saying, ‘This is the cherished spot promised to you by Allah.” | will then pass on the keys to Ali.

Then the keeper-angel of Hell will deliver the keys of Hellfire to me saying; “O Muhammad, this is the
cherished spot promised to you by Allah. Here are the keys to Hell. Throw your enemies and the

enemies of your friends into Hellfire.’

| will then hand over the keys of Hell to Ali. On that Day, Paradise and Hell shall abide by my wishes and

the wishes of ‘Ali coyly like a new bride obeys her husband. This is the meaning of the verse
“Do cast into hell every ungrateful, rebellious one.” (50:24).

That is to say, ‘O You Muhammad and Ali, throw every one of your enemies into Hellfire.” | will then
stand up and glorify the Lord to an extent never done before. Then, | shall glorify and pass the

benediction upon the chosen Angels and then upon the prophets.63
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291) The Prophet (S) said:

On earth, ‘Ali is the most fortunate and, in the hereafter, the most deserving of all creation.64
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292) It is reported from ‘Ali (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the commander of the Faithful. Wealth holds commands over the hypocrites.65
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293) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from my family.66
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294) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the best among the members of his family.67
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295) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best of all my brothers.68
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296) Anas Ibn Malik said: The Prophet (S) sent me to summon Abu Barazah al- Aslami. When he came,
| heard the Prophet (S) saying to him,

O Abu Barazah, Allah made a covenant with me regarding ‘Ali saying, ‘Ali is the standard [flag] of
guidance, the pillar of faith, and the guiding light to My sincere followers.” O Abu Barazah, on the
Judgment Day, ‘Ali will be beside me at the Heavenly Spring. He is my standard-bearer and on that day

the keys to the treasures of Paradise will be in his hands.69

s o Y& (L1 ;;;_iu_.lu_ll ATy wle dun o a5y i85 06 _uu_,j;ﬁ ES oyl
SULG sag G5 Yley () IJ.@_Q;_;JLL@IU.‘GL;@UJI_\_@_Q‘}Juwdwlb;;l'h;;}ﬁfl; Gl
&L;‘ML&JIGAIJLL;LAJLL@I&‘;L&'Q‘))J LJIlJ(GLnL]aIww%JJJ\S ‘L&'!L!‘IJ ‘ALQLS KULA_!;ZN

v G

L;I\)A.IA‘)JI‘)ACJ.I&ALH.LIJ—C&QJ L;II\’J;JALJ.AJ L;o.c\sa D

297) Zayd Ibn ‘Ali narrated on the authority of his father who reported on the authority of his ancestors
who quoted ‘Ali (‘a) as saying,

| enjoyed ten special qualities from the Prophet (S) even one of which | would not give up for the price of
all those things upon which the sun shines.

The Prophet (S) said, ‘O Ali, you are my brother here and in the hereafter. You will stand beside me on

the Judgment Day.

In Paradise, your house will be opposite to my house, like that of two brothers-in-faith. You are my
friend, vizier, and legatee in my family and my property.

When | am no more, you shall be my successor. You are my standard-bearer in this world and the next.

Your friend is my friend, your foe is my foe and my foe is an enemy of God.’70
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298) ‘Ali (‘a) said:

None held a position similar to my status in the eyes of the Prophet (S). | used to visit the Prophet at
dawn every day and salute him. If he coughed [indicating that he was busy is his prayers] | would return
back, otherwise, | used to attend to him [as long as he wished].71
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299) One day, keeping his hand on Ali’s shoulder, the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you possess seven excellent qualities which none could find displeasing. You are the first person
to embrace the faith. Compared to others, only you observe your promises and covenants made with
God. Compared to all other persons, you are devoted and most obedient to God. Compared to others,
you are most considerate and compassionate towards your subjects. With your equals, you acquit
yourself most honorably. As a judge, you are the wisest and superior to all other persons. On the
Judgment Day, you will hold a position superior to all others.72
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300) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Ever since the day when the Prophet (S) applied his saliva to my eyes, | never suffered any ailment of
the eye.73
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031) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is my most trusted person.74
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302) The Prophet (S) said:

Unlike others, ‘Ali is the truest to God’s covenants.75
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303) ‘Umar narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, your hand is in my hand, and on the Judgment Day you will accompany me wherever | go.76
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304) It is narrated through Imam al-Ridha (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the brilliant star of the Hashemite clan.77
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305) The Prophet said:
In the eyes of God, ‘Ali is the best of my flock.78
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God, His Messenger, And The Angels Eulogize ‘Ali

306) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Every day, along with His chosen Angels, Allah eulogizes and commends Ali.79
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307) The Prophet (S) said:

Along with the denizens of the seven skies, Allah eulogizes Ali.80
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308) It is authentically narrated that the Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, Adam will be proud of his son Seth and | shall be proud of Ali.81
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309) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, the angels seek the grace of the Lord through the intercession of your vicegerency. By God, you
have more friends in the empyrean than on this earth.82

: ,_aﬁdwmmrlujrgﬁ;&mrw e Gy wadly e A o Tio el ) JG senan 3

-

L,A,yl S e Y Gl 3 Sdga O &) caally S5 55

310) The Prophet (S) said:



The two guardian angels appointed over ‘Ali pride themselves over other angles. They do not observe

any unfitting act.83
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‘Ali Climbs On The Prophet’s Shoulders To Break The Idols In The Ka’bah

311) Abu Hurayrah narrates:
On the day of the conquest of Mecca, he heard the Prophet (S) telling ‘Ali (‘a), ‘Don’t you see on what
height the idol is seated?’ ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘Yes | do.” The Prophet (S) said, ‘I shall lift you on my shoulders

so that you bring down this huge idol.” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘Rather, it is | who will lift you on my shoulder.’

The Prophet (S) replied, ‘By God, even if the tribes of Rabi’ah and Mudhar try to lift a piece of my flesh,
they will not succeed. But, Ali, you stand up [climb on to my shoulders].” The Prophet (S) lifted ‘Ali (‘a)
very high. The Prophet (S) asked ‘Ali (‘a), ‘What do you see?’ ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘God has so blessed me
through you that if | wanted | could touch the farthest skies.’

The Prophet (S) said, ‘Remove the idol.” ‘Ali (‘a) took the idol from its place and threw it down.
Meanwhile, the Prophet (S) moved away and ‘Ali (‘a) fell down smiling. The Prophet (S) asked the cause
for Ali’s smiling. ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘I have fallen from the top of the Ka’bah and yet it did not hurt me.” The
Prophet (S) asked, ‘How could it hurt when it is | who lifted you up and it is Gabriel who set you
down?’84
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‘Ali On The Night Of Emigration

312) Some reporters of traditions narrate:
God ordered Archangels Gabriel and Michael to guard ‘Ali (‘a) from dusk to dawn on that night of the
Prophet’s migration. Gabriel and Michael descended from the heavens and said, “Congratulations, Ali!

God has joined the angels in praising you.”85
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313) Al-Ghazzali writes in his book entitled /hya’ al-‘Ulum al-Din:

On the night when ‘Ali (‘a) replaced the Prophet (S) and spent that night on his bed, God told Gabriel
and Michael, ‘Today, | have established brotherhood between you two and | have extended your lives,
one longer than the other. Of the two of you which one will sacrifice his life for the sake of the other?’

Both of them said that they loved their life and refused to part with their life for the sake of another.

Then God said, ‘Won’t you be like ‘Ali whom | made Muhammad'’s brother and he preferred the
Prophet’s life to his own and slept on the Prophet’s bed exposing himself to the risk of being mistaken to
be the Prophet and thus slain? Go down on earth and protect him from the mischief of his enemies.’
Gabriel stood at the head and Michael stood at the foot of the bed, even as ‘Ali (‘a) slept on the
Prophet’s bed. They said, ‘Congratulations, Ali! God joins His angels in praising you.’ At that time, this

verse was revealed:

“And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants.” (2:207). 86
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314) The Prophet (S) said:



Allah told the angels Gabriel and Michael, ‘I have established brotherhood between you two and
increased the life of one over the other. Of the two of you which one will sacrifice his life for the sake of
his brother? Both of them showed their displeasure with death.

Then Allah revealed, | have established brotherhood between my friend, ‘Ali (‘a) and my prophet,
Muhammad (S) and ‘Ali (‘a) has preferred the Prophet’s life to his own and slept on the Prophet’s bed
and with his blood, protected the Prophet (S). Go down on earth and protect him from the evil of his
enemies. Hence both of them descended on earth, Gabriel sat at the head, Michael sat at the foot of the
Prophet’s bed and Gabriel said: ‘Congratulations, son of Abu Talib! God joins His angels in praising you.’

At that moment, this verse was revealed:

“And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants.” (2:207). 87
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315) Abu Sa’id al-Khidri narrates,

When the Prophet (S) left for the cave [while migrating to Medina], Allah told the angels Gabriel and
Michael, ‘I have established brotherhood between you two and increased the life of one over the other.
Who among you is ready to sacrifice his life for the sake of the other?’ Neither of the two angels was

willing to taste death or sacrifice the life of one for the other.

Allah then revealed, “You should have been like ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib. | established brotherhood between
‘Ali and the Prophet. ‘Ali considered the Prophet’s life to be more precious than his own and has
protected the Prophet by sleeping on his bed and sacrificing his own blood. Go you two and shield him
from the mischief of the infidels.” Both the angles descended on earth and while Gabriel sat at the head,
Michael sat at the foot of the Prophet’s bed [on which ‘Ali (‘a) was asleep]. They said, Allah has joined

His angels in praising you.” At that moment, this verse was revealed:

“And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants.” (2:207). 88
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316) Hakim Ibn Jubayr narrated from ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn who said, regarding the verse:

“And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants.” (2:207).

“This was revealed when ‘Ali (‘a) spent that night on the Prophet’s bed, sacrificing himself for the
Prophet.89
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317) It is authentically reported from Anas Ibn Malik who said:

When the Prophet (S) departed towards the cave, Abu Bakr followed him. ‘Ali (‘a) was asked to don the
robes of the Prophet (S) and sleep on his bed. ‘Ali (‘a) was ready and willing to sacrifice his life [for the
Prophet] and slept on his bed. Some people from the clan of Quraysh entered the Prophet’s house with
the intention of murdering him. When they drew out their swords, they were thought that it was the
Prophet (S) who was sleeping on the bed. Some of them suggested that he should be woken up so that
he might taste the pain of suffering the wounds and watch the wounds being inflicted upon his body.
When they woke the sleeping person, they were appalled to see that it was ‘Ali (‘a) who was sleeping on
the bed instead of the Prophet (S). Then they went around searching for the Prophet (S).

It was at that time that God revealed the verse:

“And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is Affectionate
to the servants.” (2:207). 90
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‘Ali On The Night Of Ascent [Mi'raj]

318) Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar narrates:
People asked the Prophet (S), “In what manner did God speak to you on the Night of Ascent?” The
Prophet (S) replied, “In the manner [voice and style] of ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib so much so that | asked, ‘Is

that You or is it ‘Ali who is speaking to me?’

God answered, ‘O Ahmad, | alone am the one Eternally Existent, but My Existence is unlike the
existence of others. Neither do | speak with others nor is there anyone who is like unto me. | created you
from My Effulgence. | searched your heart and found that there is none other than ‘Ali whom you love

dearest. Therefore, | chose to speak in the manner of ‘Ali so that your heart may be tranquil.’91
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319) The Prophet (S) said:

On the night | ascended the skies, | glimpsed ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. | told Gabriel, ‘This is my brother Ali.” It
was revealed to me that it was only an angel whom God created in the form of ‘Ali and that every day
thousands of angles come to see and venerate him. When they glorify and sanctify Me the reward is

given to those who adore Ali.92
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320) The Prophet (S) said:

| did not pass through any sphere in the skies where the denizens of the skies did not adore ‘Ali Ibn Abu
Talib. Nor was there a single prophet in Paradise who was not eagerly waiting to have a glimpse of
Ali.93
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321) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Night of Ascension, | saw ‘Ali standing under the Throne in front of me, praising and glorifying the

Lord. | asked Gabriel, ‘Has ‘Ali preceded me to this place?’



Gabiriel said, ‘No, but | will tell you an important matter. God showers endless praises and benedictions
upon Ali. The heavenly denizens eagerly await the arrival of Ali; therefore, God created an angel in the
likeness of ‘Ali so that the burning desire of the heavens and its inhabitants may to some extent be
satiated. God has reserved the reward for the supplications and prayers of this angel exclusively for
those who adore and follow you and your progeny.’94

;,Jua@rwuluuuwuru,,ﬁjru;q;mcrﬁgrd_u;ulsu lly e aun oToa i 5] JG

<JLL@IJGJLGM'J“Ph>>quu ﬂll[c_uuw‘)ﬂlgmwull.oﬂs»

ws_._vua@rduuggaMrJ;ulw,&JAJ;;mnu VS| qpr@sv I» :JG

;WJLEJIL,J‘_’J.L&JMJLQ;MHMJLMWNW JUQ‘_’_IIJGL:L;”U»J:JI LL«.qu M_).:

).u/ﬂ

<) - ;J/, - 8

_L“J.umu\,ja@jm JM:IM@WJ,;J«HMUH;AI@IMM}»

‘Ali On The Night Of The Battle Of Badr

322) One of the things that show the exclusiveness of ‘Ali (‘a) is the incident at Badr when the Prophet
(S) sent ‘Ali (‘a) to fetch water.

The Prophet (S) called out, ‘Is there anyone to fetch water?’ Everyone except ‘Ali (‘a) kept quite. ‘Ali (‘a)
took the pitcher and went to the well to fetch water. When he drew water from the well, a great wind
blew and the pitcher fell down and the water flowed out. Thrice did ‘Ali (‘a) draw water from the well and
thrice did the same thing happen. On the fourth occasion, ‘Ali (‘a) succeeded in getting the water from

the well, brought it to the Prophet (S), and told him all that transpired.

The Prophet (S) said, ‘The first time when the pitcher fell down was when Gabriel with a thousand
angels sent his benediction upon you. The second time it was Michael, and the third time it was Seraph
who came with a thousand angels and sent their benediction upon you.’95
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323) It is authentically reported from ‘Ali (‘a) who said:



On the night of the Battle of Badr, the Prophet (S) wanted water to be fetched. None obliged, but | stood
up, took the pitcher, and went to a deep and dark well. Allah ordered Gabriel, Michael, and Seraph to be
ready to assist the Prophet (S) in the war. When the angels descended, everyone was wonderstruck
when they heard the commotion. The angels alighted near the well, paid their respects to me, and
greeted me.96
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Divulging Divine Secrets To ‘Ali

324) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said:

On the night before the battle of Badr, the Prophet (S) called ‘Ali (‘a) and conferred with him in seclusion
for quite a long time. Noting the prolonged téte-a-téte, some companions said that the Prophet (S) has
chosen ‘Ali (‘a) for the special favor because ‘Ali (‘a) is his uncle’s son. When the Prophet (S) heard the
rumor, he said, ‘It is not | that am conferring in private with Ali; God has ordered me to divulge His
secrets to Ali.’97
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325) It is authentically reported that Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said:

On the night before the battle of Badr, the Prophet (S) called ‘Ali (‘a) and conferred with him in seclusion
for quite a long time. Noting the prolonged téte-a-téte, some companions, particularly Abu Bakr and
‘Umar, said that the Prophet (S) had excluded them and chosen ‘Ali (‘a) for the special favor.

When the Prophet (S) heard the rumor, he got up, delivered a sermon, and said, ‘You people accuse me
of being partisan. It is not | that am conferring in private with Ali, but it is God who has asked me to

confer in secret with him.’98
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Tradition Of The Confidential Talk

326) Mujahid narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said, None except me practiced in the past nor shall anyone ever act

upon this verse:

“O you who believe, when you consult the Messenger, then offer something in charity before
your consultation. That is better for you and purer.” (58: 12).

The verse was originally mandatory but was later repealed.99
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327) Mujahid narrates:
People were forbidden from conferring with the Prophet (S) in private without first paying a donation. ‘Al
Ibn Abu Talib was the only person to pay one Dinar conferring with the Prophet (S) in private. 100
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328) Mujahid narrates:

People were forbidden from conferring with the Prophet (S) in private without first paying a donation. It
was ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib alone who paid one Dinar and conferred in private and asked the Prophet (S)
about the ten characters. Thereafter, conferring with the Prophet (S) in private came to be prohibited. 101
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‘Ali In Mubahalah

‘Ali in Mubahalah [Confrontation with the Christians of Nazareth]

329) The incident of the Confrontation with the Christians of Nazareth brings out the virtue of Ali, his

spouse Fatimah and his sons al-Hasan and al-Husayn, peace be upon them all.

Ever since his victory, the Prophet (S) invited the people of Nazareth to join the creed, and groups upon
groups of inquisitive people approached the Prophet and several of them embraced Islam. Others
returned to their community to gather their opinion after reporting what they saw and heard. A group of
persons consisting of Agib, Sayyid, Abd al-Masih, and several others entered Medina late in the



afternoon wearing ornaments and rich silken robes and carrying the cross. The Jews met them. Both the

parties accused each other of lacking in steadfastness.

When the Prophet (S) completed his afternoon prayer, the leader [of the Christians] approached him and
asked, “What is your opinion about the Messiah?”

The Prophet replied, “The Messiah is a devoted and chosen servant of God.”

The padre asked, “Don’t you believe that he had a father?” The Prophet (S) replied, “He had a father but
not in the biological sense of being born in wedlock.”

The padre asked, “What do you mean by saying that he was a servant of God, created to worship Him?
Is not every creature that worships Him an offspring of its parents and therefore should necessarily have

a father who begot it?”
At this juncture, Allah revealed the verse:

“Surely, the likeness of Jesus is with Allah as the likeness of Adam; He created him from dust,
then said to him, Be, and he was. This is the truth from your Lord, so be not of the disputers. But
whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come to you of knowledge, then say:
Come let us call our sons and your sons and our women and your women and our near people
and your near people, then let us be earnest in prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah on the
liars.” (3:59-61)

The Prophet (S) recited the verses and invited the Christians to accept the challenge of confronting each
other [for praying that God’s curse may descend upon the liars]. The Prophet (S) said, “It is revealed to
me that immediately after the confrontation [Mubahalah], a terrible scourge will descend upon the
pretenders and thus separate the followers of truth from the deniers of truth.”

The padre and his followers conferred and debated among themselves for a long time. Finally, they
decided to seek a night’s respite before taking their decision. When they went back to their tents, their
leader Abu Harris said, “Tomorrow, if Muhammad chooses to bring only his own kin with him to confront
us, we shall not accept the challenge. If however, he brings his companions, then we shall certainly

accept the challenge to curse each other.”

Then Agib, another leader among the Christians, said, “My fellow Christians! By God, we all know that
Muhammad is the messenger of God and he has placed before you the ultimate argument regarding
your prophets, in a manner in which none before him had ever done. In the entire history, none could
ever challenge a prophet and escape the scourge that descended on the entire community. Beware! If
ever you accept the challenge (and confront Muhammad), we will certainly perish. If you desire to protect

your faith and yourself from annihilation, then leave this man to himself and return home.”

The next day when they congregated, the Prophet (S) came holding al-Hasan and al-Husayn by their



hands, followed by the Immaculate Fatimah with ‘Ali in the rear walking behind her. The padre inquired
as to who were the personalities accompanying the Prophet (S). He was told that he was accompanied
by his uncle’s son who was also his son-in-law ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib the father of the two children whom
the Prophet (S) held dearer than his own life and that the lady accompanying them is his beloved
daughter the Immaculate Lady Fatimah.

Hearing this, the padre turned towards his companions: Agib, Sayyid, and Abd al-Masih and said, “Don’t
you see that he has brought only those whom he loves dearest because he is confident of the truth and
veracity of his claim. Had he doubted the truthfulness of his claim, he would not have brought his kin to
be cursed. Therefore, abstain from the confrontation. By God, were | not designated as the successor to

the Caesar, | would have submitted to Islam.

Now you people reconcile with him, go to your towns and carry on your business [in peace]. O my
Christian brothers! | see before me such effulgent faces that if they command, the very mountains will
move. Do not confront him, for otherwise you will be seeking your own destruction and on the Day of

Resurrection not a single Christian will be left.” 102
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‘Ali And The Return Of The Sun After Sunset

330) Asma’ bint ‘Umays narrates,
One day, the Prophet (S) slept keeping his head on the lap of ‘Ali (‘a). The sun had set and ‘Ali (‘a) could
not perform his afternoon prayer. When the Prophet (S) woke up, he said, ‘O Allah! ‘Ali had always

implicitly obeyed You and Your Prophet. Please order the sun to return.’

Asma’ says, “By God, the sun that had set rose again spreading its rays over every hill and dale. ‘Ali (‘a)
got up, performed the ritual ablution and completed his afternoon prayer after completion of which the
sunset once again.”103
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331) It is authentically narrated through Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that:
One day after performing his afternoon prayer, ‘Ali (‘a) came in. At that time, the Prophet (S) received
revelations and he reclined upon ‘Ali (‘a). When the Prophet (S) finally got up, the time for afternoon

prayer had already lapsed. The Prophet inquired if ‘Ali (‘a) had performed the afternoon prayer. When



‘Ali (‘a) replied in the negative, the Prophet prayed saying, ‘O Allah, ‘Ali had always implicitly obeyed You

and Your Prophet. Please order the sun to return.” Then the sun returned. 104
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The Sun Greeting ‘Ali

332) It is narrated that:
The Prophet (S) asked ‘Ali (‘a), “O Ali, speak to the sun; it will reply to you.”

‘Ali (‘a) said, “O sun that is the obedient servant of Allah, my greetings be upon you.”

The sun replied, “My greetings to you, O Commander of the Faithful and Guide of the people with
effulgent faces. O Ali, you and those who adore you shall abide in Paradise. Muhammad is the first one
before whom the earth will split and you will be the next person after him. Muhammad will be the first
person to be resurrected and the next one will be you. The first to adorn the celestial robes will be

Muhammad and after him, it shall be you.”

Upon hearing this, ‘Ali (‘a) fell into prostration with tears rolling down from his eyes. The Prophet (S)
embraced him and said, “My brother! My friend! Get up, for the Lord and the denizens of the seven

heavens and seven earths are proud of you.”105
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333) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud said:

We were accompanying the Prophet (S) when ‘Ali (‘a) arrived. The Prophet asked, ‘O Ali, would you like
to witness your status and position in the eyes of God?’ ‘Ali (‘a) replied in the affirmative. The Prophet
(S) said, ‘Come to me tomorrow at dawn and speak to the sun that, with the permission of Allah, will



reply to you.’

Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud continued, “All the people of Quraysh and the Supporters congregated at dawn.
They all performed the dawn prayer behind the Prophet (S) who then caught Ali’s hand, went a little
distance and sat down waiting for the sun to rise. When the sun rose, the Prophet told ‘Ali (‘a), ‘Speak to

the sun, for it has been ordered to converse with you.’

‘Ali (‘a) addressed the sun and said, ‘My greeting to you, most obedient servant of God!’ The sun replied,
‘Peace be upon you and the grace and munificence of the Lord be upon you, best of legatees! Both in
this world and in the hereafter, you have been bestowed with a thing, which no eye has ever seen nor
has any ear ever heard.’

‘Ali (‘a) asked, ‘What is it that | have been honored with?’ The sun replied, ‘I am not allowed to disclose
it, for people will create mischief against me. | congratulate you on the wisdom and knowledge bestowed

upon you. On the Doomsday, your personality will be such as has been described in the verse:

“So no soul knows what is hidden for them of that which will refresh the eyes; a reward for what
they did.” (32:17)

You are one of those about whom this verse was revealed:
“Is he then who is a believer like him who is a transgressor? They are not equal.” (32: 18)
God has declared you to be the personification of the purest faith.’

It is reported that the sun spoke to ‘Ali (‘a) on three different occasions. 106
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The Incident Of The Carpet

334) Salman narrates:

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman complained saying that the Prophet (S) was always unduly eulogizing
only ‘Ali (‘a). The Prophet (S) replied, ‘It is not | that eulogizes Ali, but it is Allah who does so and has
accorded a status to ‘Ali far above others.” They asked for proof for the Prophet’s claim and he (S)
replied, ‘If you do not believe my words, then there is none more truthful than the People of the Cave
(i.e. the seven sleepers of Ephesus). Now, | will send you

all to them along with Salman to bear testimony over you so that you may wish them and greet them.
The person for whose sake God revived them and who will receive a reply in greeting from them shall be

the person superior to all others.’

They agreed to this and the Prophet (S) said, ‘Spread a carpet for Ali.” When the carpet was spread, the
Prophet (S) asked them to sit on it. ‘Ali (‘a) sat in the middle. The three of them squatted in three corners
while Salman sat in the fourth corner. The Prophet (S) then ordered the wind to carry the carpet together
with those sitting on it to the People of the Cave and bring them back safely.

Salman says that there was a sudden gust of wind, which lifted up and carried the carpet along with us
until it reached the mouth of a huge cave. We alighted from the carpet. ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘O Salman, this is
the cave and this is the Inscription. Ask these people (your companions) whether they will go ahead or |
will proceed.” They said that they would precede.

They (all three of them) stood up, prayed, and said, ‘O People of the Cave! Accept our greetings.’” But
they received no reply. Then, Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) prayed a two-unit prayer and greeted the People of

the Cave who responded to his greetings.

Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) addressed them saying, ‘Greetings be upon you, who died in their youth. You
acknowledged your faith in Allah and He increased you in guidance.’ In reply, the People of the Cave
said, ‘Our greetings be upon you, brother of the Prophet, his legatee and the Commander of the Faithful.
God has taken a covenant from us that, after the Prophet (S), we should remain faithful and obedient to

you, our Guardian, until the Judgment Day.’



Then the group of the three companions fell down in prostration beseeching Salman who said that he
could do nothing as nothing was now in his control. They then requested Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) to take
them back. Amir Al-Mu’minin said, ‘O wind! Carry us back to the Prophet (S).” There was a sudden gust
of wind, which lifted the carpet with us sitting on it. Soon we found ourselves in the presence of the
Prophet (S) who himself recounted all that had transpired saying, ‘Gabriel has informed all that
happened at the cave.’

Then they (the three of them) said, ‘Now we do testify that ‘Ali is the best among the entire

community.’107
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The Matter Of Closing All Doors Except The Door Of ‘Ali

335) The Prophet (S) said:

Close every door that opens into the mosque except the one that leads to Ali’s chamber. 108
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336) The Prophet (S) said,
Close every door that opens into the mosque except the one that leads to Ali’s chamber. 109
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337) Ibn Abbas said:
The Prophet (S) ordered all the doors opening into the mosque to be closed except the one leading to
Ali’'s chamber.110
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338) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

God ordered Moses the son of ‘Imran to construct a shrine in a clean spot wherein none except Moses
and Aaron and his two sons Shabar and Shubayr were allowed to reside. | am also ordered to construct
a holy mosque where none except myself, Ali, and his two sons al-Hasan and al-Husayn are allowed to

reside. Therefore, close every other door opening into the mosque except the door to Ali’'s house. 111
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339) Nasih Ibn Abdullah narrates:
The Prophet (S) ordered all the doors opening into the mosque to be closed except the one leading to
Ali’s house. 112
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340) Zayd Ibn Argam narrates:

The doors of some companions used to open into the holy mosque. One day, the Prophet (S) ordered



that all doors except the one leading to Ali’s house be closed forthwith. This created a furor among the

companions.

The Prophet (S) therefore delivered a sermon: he first glorified the Lord and then said, ‘| ordered the
closure of all doors opening into the mosque except that of Ali. It seems that this has raised a
controversy among you. It is not | that gave that order, but | was only obeying the command of Allah.’113
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341) The Prophet (S) said:
It is not | that ordered the closure of any door or the opening of Ali’s door. It is Allah who ordered the
closure of all your doors and the opening of Ali’s door.114
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‘Ali Is In The Likeness Of The Chapter On Divine Unity

342) The Prophet (S) said:
The likeness of ‘Ali in my community is similar to Surah:

“Say: Allah is One.” (112:1). 115
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343) It is reported by Ibn Abbas that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, among my people you are like Surah:
“Say: Allah is One.” (112:1).

in the Qur'an. Whenever one recites this Surah, it is as if he has recited one-third of the Qur’an. If one
recites this Surah twice, it is as if he has recited two-thirds of the Qur’an. And if one recites it thrice, it is
as if he has recited the entire Qur’an.

Your position is similar. If one bears in his heart love for you, he has one-third of the faith. Whoever

bears love for you in his heart and also proclaims it by word of mouth, his faith is two-thirds. And



whoever bears your love in his heart and exhibits it through word and deed, possesses complete faith.
By the Lord who has made me His messenger, if only the dwellers of the earth could adore you like the

dwellers of the heavens, God would not punish anyone by casting in hell. 116
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344) It is reported on sound authority from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that the Prophet (S) told Amir Al-Mu’minin
(‘a),
You are like Surah:

“Say: Allah is One.” (112:1).

in the Qur'an. Whenever one recites this Surah, it is as if he has recited one-third of the Qur’an. If one
recites it twice, it is as if he has recited two-thirds of the Qur’an. And if one recites it thrice, it is as if he

has recited the entire Qur’an.

Your position is similar. If one bears in his heart love for you, he has one-third of the reward for good
deeds of all men. Whoever bears love for you in his heart and also proclaims it by word of mouth, earns
two-thirds of the reward for good deeds of men. And whoever bears your love in his heart and exhibits it

through word and deed, earns the entire reward for good deeds done by all men. 117
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345) Abu Basir narrates, | heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting his ancestors as saying that:
One day the Prophet (S) asked his companions, ‘Who among you keeps the vigil throughout the night?’
Salman said, ‘O Messenger of God, | do.” The gathering was surprised because most of the time

Salman was found sleeping during the night.

The Prophet (S) asked, ‘Who among you recites the Qur’an entirely every day?’ Salman replied, ‘O
Messenger of God, | do.” People knew that mostly Salman was found to be silent [not reciting the

Qur’an].



The Prophet asked, ‘Who among you has kept the fast throughout his lifetime?’ Salman replied, ‘O
Messenger of God, | do.” People wondered how it could be when they have seen him eating most of the

time!

At this, one of the companions said, “Salman is Persian and he wants to claim superiority over us [the
Arabs].” Hearing this, the Prophet (S) said, “Shut up! How can you be compared to the like of Lugman

the wise? Ask him directly and he will tell you.’

The man asked Salman, ‘You claim that you keep the fast every day whereas we have seen you eating!’
Salman replied, ‘I did not mean in the sense in which you understood the question. | fast three days in a
month. God has revealed that that the reward for every good deed is tenfold. | combine my fast in the

month of Sha’ban with the fasts of the month of Ramadhan and these fasts amount to fasting your entire

lifetime.”

The man asked Salman, ‘Do you claim that you keep the vigil every night whereas we have often seen
you sleeping in the night?’ Salman replied, ‘I did not mean in the sense in which you understood the
question. | have heard my beloved Prophet (S) say that whosoever sleeps after performing the ritual
ablution, in fact, keeps vigil the whole night. | sleep every night only after performing the ritual ablution.’

The man asked Salman, ‘You claim that you recite the entire Qur'an every day whereas we have often
seen you keeping quiet.” Salman replied, ‘I did not mean in the sense in which you understood the
question. | have heard the beloved Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali (‘a): O Abu’l-Hasan, if one reads Surah al-
Tawhid once, it is as if he has recited one-third of the Qur’an. If one reads it twice, it is as if he has

recited two-thirds of the Qur'an. If anyone reads it thrice, it is as if he has recited the entire Qur’an.

O Ali, if one bears in his heart love for you, he has one-third of faith. Whoever bears love for you in his
heart and also proclaims it by word of mouth, his faith is two-thirds. And whoever bears your love in his
heart and exhibits it through word and deed, possesses complete faith. By the Lord who has made me
His messenger, if only the dwellers of the earth could adore you like the dwellers of the heavens, God

would not punish anyone by casting in hell. | recite Surah al-Tawhid thrice every day.””

Hearing the replies of Salman, the man went out quietly as if his mouth were filled with stones. 118
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‘Ali Is The ‘Great News’

346) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali said, | asked Imam al-Bagqir (‘a) to explain the verse:

Of what do they ask one another? (78:1).
About The Great Event (78:2).

The Imam (‘a) said, ‘Do not probe into it.” | asked, At least, explain to me what is meant by ‘They ask.’
The Imam replied, ‘This verse refers to Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) who said there is no greater sign than me
and no better news than me. My Vicegerency was placed before the previous generations but they did

not accept it.’
| asked the meaning of the verse;

Say: "That is a Message Supreme (above all) (38:67).
From which you turn away (38:68).

The Imam said, ‘This too was revealed with reference to ‘Ali (‘a).’119
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347) It is reported that while explaining the verses,

Of what do they ask one another? (78:1).
About The Great Event (78:2).
About which they differed.” (78:3).

Imam al-Ridha said:

Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said that there is no greater News then me from God, nor is there a greater sign
than me. My virtues were presented to earlier civilizations in different languages, but they disputed about
them and did not accept them. 120
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348) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the Great News. 121
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‘Ali Is Like ‘Noah’s Ark’

349) It is reported from Imam ‘Ali (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are my legatee and my successor. You are like the ark of Noah. Whoever embarks on it is

saved and whoever refuses to do so, perishes. 122
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350) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are my legatee and my successor. You and the Imams from your progeny are like the ark of

Noah. Whoever embarks on it is saved and whoever refuses to do so, perishes. 123
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351) It is reported that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

Anyone who bears enmity towards you, but claims that he loves me, is a rank liar. You are from me and
| am from you. Your flesh is my flesh. Your blood is my blood and your soul is my soul. Outwardly and
inwardly, | am you and you are me. After me, you will be the leader and my legatee. Fortunate is the one
who obeys you and whoever disobeys you is indeed a wretch. Whoever loves you stands to gain and
whoever hates you is the loser. Successful is the one who assists you and those who oppose you will be
annihilated. You and your progeny are like the Ark of Noah. One who embarks on it is saved and those
who do not board it shall perish. 124
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‘Ali Is Like The Ark Of Salvation

352) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) said that his father narrated on the authority of his ancestors that Amir Al-
Mu’minin (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) said:

Every community has its Siddig [the most truthful] and the Farug [one who distinguishes right from
wrong]. The Siddiq and the Farug in my community is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. For my community, ‘Ali is the

ark of salvation and the means of Redemption. 125
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353) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) said that his father narrated on the authority of his ancestors that the Prophet
(S) said:

Whoever desires to abide unwaveringly to my principles and desires to board the ark of salvation, should
implicitly obey ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and be a friend to his friends and a foe to his foe. In my life and after
me, he is my legatee and successor and the leader of every Muslim and the Supreme Authority over
every believing man and woman. His word is my word. His order is my order. His tarrying is my tarrying.

His agent is my agent and his helper is my helper. One who deserts him, deserts me.”



Then the Prophet (S) added: “If anyone deserts him after | am gone will not be able to find me on the
Judgment Day nor would | care for him. God will forbid heaven and make hell the abode of the one who
opposes him. God would shower his mercy on his [Ali’s] supporters and at the time of questioning [in the

grave], he will provide the answers and proofs. 126
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‘Ali Is Like The Gateway To Allah

354) Muhammad Ibn Furat narrates from Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) who said on the authority of his ancestors
who reported that the Prophet (s) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are God’s Deputy. You are my deputy. You are Allah’s mandate and you are my mandate.
You are the door that leads to Allah and you are the door that leads to me. You are the chosen one of
Allah and you are my chosen one. You are a friend of God and you are my friend. You are the beloved
of God and you are my beloved. You are the Sword of God and you are my Sword. You are my brother

my associate and my vizier.

Whoever keeps friendship with you is my friend. His enemy is my enemy. One who agrees with him,
agrees with me. Whoever opposes him, is my opponent. To dispute with him is to dispute with me. To
be at war with him is to wage war with me. To compromise with him is to compromise with me. His word
is my word. His command is my command. His spouse is my daughter and his children are my children.

He is the Prince of all Vicegerents and the best one in my community. 127
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355) Nu’man lbn Bashir narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said:

| am God’s mandate and His vicegerent. | am the way [that leads to] God and | am the door [that leads



to Him]. | am the keeper of the treasure of His Knowledge. | am the trustee of His secrets. After

Muhammad (S) who is the Mercy upon the universe, | am the guide to humanity. 128
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356) Yasir the retainer of Imam al-Ridha (‘a) said that the Imam quoted his ancestors who said that the
Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, you are the mandate, the door and the path of Allah. You are the Great News. You are the

Straight Path and you are the best example. 129
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357) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) quotes his ancestors who reported from Imam Husayn (‘a) who said that the
Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are the mandate, the door and the path of Allah. You are the Great News. You are the
Straight Path and you are the best example. O Ali, you are the Commander of the faithful Muslims, and
the best of all legatees. You are the leader of the truthful. O Ali, you are the great Distinguisher and the
most truthful one. Over my community, you are my legatee and the dispenser of my debts. You are the
one who will fulfill my promises. 130
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358) Mufadhdhal Ibn ‘Umar said: | heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:

Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) is the door to Allah - the only door through which one should approach [God]. He
is the Path [that leads] to God. Whoever takes any other path is sure to perish. The Imams as the Divine
Guides are similar [to him]. God has made them the foundation of [life on] earth so that the earth does
not cast off its inhabitants. They [the Imams] convey God’s mandates to those who inhabit the surface

as well as the abysmal depths of the earth.131
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‘Ali Is Like The Door To Religion

359) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the door to religion. He who enters the door is a faithful believer and whoever exits the door is an
infidel. 132
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‘Ali Is Like The Door To Guidance

360) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
After me, ‘Ali is the door to guidance and he would invite people towards God. He is the chastest among

the believer. Who can compete the one who invites people towards God and performs noble deeds. 133
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361) Abu Hurayrah said: The Prophet (S) looked towards ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
This is the Door of Guidance; whoever enters it will be saved. He is the mandate from God upon

men. 134
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362) Muhammad Ibn Ja’far quoted his father as saying:
‘Ali (‘a) is the Door to Guidance. One who opposes him is an infidel and one who denies will be cast into

hell. 135
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363) Al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said: | heard my noble grandfather say in a sermon:



‘Ali is the city of Guidance. Whoever enters it attains salvation and those who do not enter, will surely

perish. 136
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‘Ali Is Like The Door To Faith And Refuge

364) Abu Hamzah said that he heard Abu Ja’far saying:
‘Ali (‘a) is that door which God has kept open. Whoever enters through it shall be a true believer.

Whoever enters it is a true believer whoever exits it is an infidel. 137
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365) Ibrahim Ibn Abu Bakr reports through authoritative sources that he heard Imam al-Kazim said that
the Prophet (S) said:

O people, know that there is God’s door; whoever enters it is saved from hellfire.
Abu Sa’id al al-Khidri said, ‘O Prophet, guide us to that doors that we may recognize it.’
The Prophet (S) said: It is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib the Prince of all legatees and the Commander of the

Faithful. He the brother of the Messenger of God and his nominee among all men. 138
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366) Ibn Abbas says that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
O people, know that there is God’s door; whoever enters it is saved from hellfire.

Abu Sa’id al al-Khidri said, ‘O Prophet, guide us to that doors that we may recognize it.’

The Prophet (S) said: It is ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib the Prince of all legatees and the Commander of the
Faithful. He the brother of the Messenger of God and his nominee among all men. 139
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‘Ali Is Like The Strong Rope Of God

367) Sa’id Ibn Jubayr reports that Ion Abbas said: We were sitting in the company of the Prophet (S)
when an Arab appeared and asked, ‘O Prophet, you say that we should hold fast the Rope of God. What
or who is that Rope of God?’ The Prophet (S) held ‘Ali (‘a) by his hand and pointing to ‘Ali (‘a) said: Be
steadfast in holding on to him, for verily he is the Rope of God. 140

S 2el c 3] T 4l an ls il Sie (S0 ;gjgmn;;‘b;u,,c;g:r&; A o aal e
ool 2l Ll «w;;éi;jeﬁrmng;u; Gl Sy I sanle I3 ) s Clinel 1l J sy Gy

< Ao

Sarall il JEA a5 1K :J65 Lo o e o3yl Gle iy

368) Ibn Yazid narrates that he asked Abu’l-Hasan (al-Ridha) the meaning of the verse,
“Hold fast the Rope of God” (3: 103).

the Imam replied:“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the Strong Rope of God. 141
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369) ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) said:
| am that strong Rope of God to which you are commanded to hold fast in the verse

‘Hold fast the Rope of God” (3: 103). 142
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370) Hudhayfah Ibn Usayd al-Ghifari said that the Prophet (S) told him:

O Hudhayfah, after me, ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib is mandated upon you. To deny him is to deny God. To
consider anyone as his partner (equal) is to attribute (equal) partners to God. To refute him is to refute
God. To imagine evil about him is to imagine evil about God. To oppose him is to oppose God. To
believe in him is to believe in God. He is the brother, legatee and the guardian over his [the Prophet’s]

followers. He is the Strong Rope of God and a strong indestructible Hand of God.

Very soon, two kinds of people would meet their doom - but ‘Ali will not be responsible for their doom -
one category will be those who love him but who would indulge in excessive exaggeration; the second



type will be those who harbor malice towards him.

O Hudhayfah, do not ever leave (desert) him, for, it would amount to deserting me. Never oppose him,
for then you would be opposing me. ‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. Whoever annoys him, annoys me;
whoever pleases him, earns my pleasure. 143
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‘Ali Is Like The Strong Clasp [Grip]

371) The Prophet (S) said:
After me, a great mischief will be created. Only those who hold on firmly to the Grip would be saved.

The Prophet (S) was asked, ‘What or Who is that strong Grip.” The Prophet (S) replied:
It is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. 144

//////

208 B 85Il SLuAT e ¥ Ghe ALY alleh Hs sui STy sl e al  1ia a4l J6
uJUa L;.l o le» :J6 «saun Jsu’ G o Lo

372) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are the unbreakable Grip [invincible Hand]. 145
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373) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
| am the Grip of God that will never break. God is All-Hearing and All-Seeing. 146
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‘Ali Is The Straight Path

374) lbn Abbas narrated that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a):
You are the Straight and Clear Path. You are the Commander of the Faithful. 147
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375) Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a):

O Ali, you are the controller at the Spring in Heaven. You are my standard-bearer. You are the one who
would fulfill my promises. You are beloved of my heart and the inheritor of my wisdom. You are the
custodian of the heritage of all the prophets. You are the custodian appointed by God on earth. You are
God’s mandate upon the inhabitants of the earth. You are the pillar of faith, and the light [that guides] in

darkness. You are the citadel of Faith. You are the highest representative of the faithful.

Whoever obeys you is saved and perishes he who does not obey you. You are the Clear and Straight
Path. You are the leader of people with Effulgent faces and the proponent of religion. Of whomsoever
you are the guardian, | too am his guardian. | am the guardian of every believing man and woman. Only
a legitimate born shall bear love for you. None but an ill-begotten shall be your enemy. | did not ascend
the heaven nor did God say anything except to convey His Salutations to you and to say that you are the
leader of those who love Him and that you are the Guide to those who obey Him. Congratulations, O ‘Al

for the honor and greatness conferred upon you. 148
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376) Regarding the verse
“Keep us steadfast on the Straight Path” (1:6).

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:



Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) is the Straight Path.149
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377) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Amir Al-Mu’minin is the Straight Path. 150
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378) On the authority of Abu Hamzah al-Thumali, it is reported that to his question as to the verse
“Keep us steadfast on the Straight Path” (1:6).
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

By God, it is ‘Ali (‘a) who is the Scale and the Path.151
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‘Ali Is Best Of Mankind

3794) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best of mankind. Only an infidel will dispute this. 152
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380) It is related through Imam al-Ridha (‘a) who quoted his ancestors who said that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib
(‘a) said, the Prophet (S) told me:
O Ali, you are the best of mankind. Only an infidel would deny this. 153
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381) ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) said, the Prophet (S) told me:
O Ali, you are the best of mankind. Only an infidel would deny this. 154
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382) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the best of mankind. Only an infidel would deny this. 155
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383) The Prophet (S) said:
After me the best to walk on earth is Ali. 156
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384) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best of the Creation. 157
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385) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are the best of my followers both on earth and in the hereafter. 158
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386) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) is superior to all the Imams, for their eminence is on account of him and his

eminence belongs to him alone. 159
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387) The Prophet (S) said:

No Grace is bestowed upon me except that alike Grace was also bestowed upon Ali. 160
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388) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is superior to all other creation, except me. 161
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389) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is superior to all men. 162
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390) The Prophet (S) said:
Before God, ‘Ali is superior to all my followers. 163
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391) The Prophet (S) said:
None has attained Ali’'s eminence. Those who follow him obtain guidance and those who reject him are

indeed the losers. 164
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392) The Prophet (S) said:

Apart from me, ‘Ali is the best among those who prostrated towards the Qibla. 165
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393) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best of mankind. 166
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394) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best of my community. 167
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What Do You Want From Ali? ‘Ali Is From Me

395) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said thrice:
What do you want from Ali? ‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. After me, it is he who is the Guardian over

the believers. 168
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396) Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) said that his ancestors quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. His soul is my soul and his material is my material. During my life and
after me he is my brother, my legatee, and my successor over my community Whoever obeys him,

obeys me; and whoever supports him, supports me. Whoever opposes him is my opponent. 169
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397) Umm Salamah reports that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. Wherever he is, | too am there. 170
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398) Ibn Mas’ud reports that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is to me like my soul is to my body. 171
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399) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. My flesh is your flesh and my blood is your blood. After me,
you are the link between God and His creatures. God severs the link with whomsoever denies your
Vicegerency and he will cast them into the abyss of hell. 172
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400) Habashi Ibn Junadah reports that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me and | am from me. None but me or ‘Ali could deliver the Divine Message. 173
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401) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. After me, he is the Guardian over all believers. 174
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402) Imran Ibn Hasin reports that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. After me, he is the Guardian over all believers. 175
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403) The Prophet (S) said:

| am from ‘Ali and ‘Ali is from me. 176
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404) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me and | am from him.177
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405) Imam al-Sadig quoted that his ancestors said that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. Your friend is my friend and my friend is a friend of God. Your
foe is my foe and my enemy is Allah’s enemy. O Ali, | will wage war with whomsoever wages war with

you and | will compromise with anyone who compromises with you.178
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406) Ibn Abbas reports that the Prophet told Abd al-Rahman Ibn Auf:
O Abd al-Rahman, you are my companion [but] ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is from me and | am from him.
Whoever prefers others over ‘Ali betrays me and whoever betrays me hurts me, whoever hurts me is

indeed a tyrant and such a person is cursed by God.” 179

. %
]

(Bl BT 1R De iy o an il aiad il Gle il o dis il sk 96 06 Gulie il oo

G5 ailad 6T 0y JIST D8] gl 0 U5 DR o ik Call ad e e urjgmu_tua o 51 Lles

wo

ol

407) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me and | am from him. His flesh is my flesh and his blood is my blood. 180
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408) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are from me and | am from you. 181
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‘Ali Is My Soul

409) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my self. 182
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410) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is from me. He is just like myself. 183
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411) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is like my root and Ja’far is like my branch. 184
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412) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is to me just like my self. Obedience to him is obedience to me and to rebel against him is to rebel

against me. 185
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‘Ali Is To Me Like The Head Is To The Body

413) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is to me like the head is to the body. 186
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‘Ali Is My Example

414) Anas Ibn Malik reports that the Prophet (S) said:

Every prophet has an example of himself. ‘Ali is my example. 187
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‘Ali Is My Brother

415) Salman Al-Farsi narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali is my brother and my vicegerent who is the best person and whom | shall nominate as my

successor. 188
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416) Zayd Ibn ‘Ali narrates from his father who, in turn, narrated from al-Husayn lbn ‘Ali (‘a) who heard
from ‘Ali (‘a) who quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:

God has ordered me to choose you as my brother and my legatee. You are my nominee and successor
during my life and after | die. Whoever obeys you, is deemed to have obeyed me and whoever disobeys
you is deemed to have disobeyed me; whoever refutes you has, in fact, refuted me; whoever oppresses
you is deemed to have oppressed me. O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. Had you not been

there ‘the People of the River’ would not have been slain.

| (Ali) asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, who are the People of the River?’ He replied: It is a group of people



called the Khawarij who would rebel and renounce Islam, as fast as an arrow leaves the bow. 189
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417) lbn Abbas said that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

God established brotherhood between me and ‘Ali and on the seventh heaven. He was married to my
daughter Fatimah which was witnessed by the chosen Angels; He appointed him as my deputy and
legatee. It is therefore that ‘Ali is from me and | am from ‘Ali and his friend is my friend and his foe is my

foe. On his intercession, the angels attain nearness to God. 190
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418) At the end of a lengthy tradition Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) told Umm
Salamah:
O Umm Salamah, listen carefully and bear witness that this ‘Ali here is my brother here on earth and in
the hereafter. O Umm Salamabh, listen carefully and bear witness that this ‘Ali here is my vizier here on
earth and in the hereafter. O Umm Salamah, listen carefully and bear witness that this ‘Ali here is the

bearer of the Standard [flag] here on earth and in the hereafter.

O Umm Salamabh, listen carefully and bear witness that this ‘Ali here is my successor and legatee and
the one who will fulfill my promises, discharge my obligations, and defend [protect] me at the Spring in
Heaven. O Umm Salamah, listen carefully and bear witness that this ‘Ali here is the leader of Muslims;
Imam of pious men; the guide to the people of radiant faces, and the slayer of the breachers, apostates,

and wrongdoers.
(Umm Salamah said) | asked, ‘O Messenger of God, who are the breachers?’

He replied: They are that group of people who would pay allegiance (to Ali) in Medina and break it at
Basra.

| asked, ‘Who are meant by the wrongdoers?’

The Prophet (S) replied: They are Mu’awiyah and his Syrian partisans.



| asked, ‘Who are the apostates?’

He replied: They are the people of Nahrawan (The Khawarij). 191
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419) Abu Sa’id Agisa narrates from the Commander of all Martyrs Imam Husayn (‘a) who in turn said
that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are my brother and | am your brother. | have been chosen for Prophethood, and you are
chosen for Imamate. | am the giver of the Qur'an and you shall explain its revelations. You and | are like

fathers of the community.

O Ali, you are my legatee, nominee, successor, vizier, and the father of my progeny. Your agents are my
agents, those who assist you assist me; your friends are my friends and your foes are my foes. You shall
be beside me at the Fountain in Heaven and you shall be with me at the chosen place. Even as you are
my Standard-bearer on earth so shall you be in the hereafter. Fortunate is the one who would befriend
you and wretched is the one who holds enmity towards you. Through your intercession, Angels would

attain nearness to God. You are dearer to the dwellers of the skies than to the dwellers of earth.

O Ali, you are the custodian over my community, and after me, you are Allah’s mandate over. Your word
is my word, your command is my command. Obedience to you is obedience to me. To refute you is to
refute me. What you forbid is also forbidden by me. To rebel against you is to rebel against me. Your

army is my army and my army is God’s army and victory belongs to the army of God. 192
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420) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates ion the authority of his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother and | am your brother. O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. O Ali, you
are my successor and my legatee and after me, you are the mandate of God upon the community.
Fortunate is the one who seeks your friendship and wretched is the one who seeks to be your

enemy. 193

u;lu.:f'ulc ubma_unwpémmw;au? :JG “,mrﬁmw&‘mwﬁndaul&
S dalw A ‘5“”6“[6&@"4&3&&1;36@3‘““&‘; i Gy e &l 1 de G LU AT Gl

JIJL{‘. C).A L“’_/Lu.:‘g cJY\}I.

421) Al-Husayn lbn Khalid narrates from Imam al-Ridha (‘a) who quoted his ancestors as saying that

the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother, my vizier, and the bearer of the Standard here on earth and in the hereafter.
You are the Master of the Spring in Heaven. Whoever befriends you, befriends me and whoever is an

enemy to you is also my enemy. 194
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422) The Prophet (S) said:
My brother, my vizier and my legatee is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. 195
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423) The Prophet (S) established brotherhood between his companions. He made Abu Bakr and ‘Umar,
brothers of each other. Even as the Prophet (S) was making other companions, brother of one another,
‘Ali (‘a) came and asked, “O Messenger of God, while you established brother of one companion with

another, you have left me lone.

The Prophet (S) replied: You are my brother here on this earth and in the hereafter. 196
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424) Jabir Ibn Abdullah and Sa’id Ibn Musayyab relate:

The Prophet established brotherhood among his companions. Only Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Ali (‘a), and the
Prophet (S) were left. The Prophet made Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, brothers of each other. The Prophet (S)
then told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are my brother and | am your brother. If anyone does not recognize you, tell them that you are the

brother of the Prophet. Only a rank liar would make a similar claim. 197
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425) Makhul narrates from Abu Amamah as saying:

When the Prophet (S) established brotherhood among the people, he established his own brotherhood
with Ali.198
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426) The Prophet (S) said:
From the members of my clan, ‘Ali is my brother, my vizier, and my successor. | am appointing him as

my successor because he is the best among my people who will discharge my debts and fulfill my
promises. 199
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427) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:



| saw that on the Door to Heaven it was written Allah alone is worthy of worship, Muhammad is Allah’s
Messenger and ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is his brother.200
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428) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are my brother and | am your brother.201
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429) The Prophet (S) said:
A thousand years before God brought forth creation it was written on the entrance to Paradise Allah’s
Messenger is Muhammad and ‘Ali is his brother.202
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430) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my brother, my companion, and my paternal uncle’s son, and the best that | shall leave behind me.
He would discharge my debts and fulfill my promises.203
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431) Imam al-Sadiq quoting his ancestors said that ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet told him:

You are my brother, my successor, and my legatee. Your friend is my friend and your enemy is my
enemy. O Ali, you and | are like fathers to our community. You and the Imams from your progeny are the
leaders of the community in this world and in the next world, they are the lords. Whoever recognizes us,
in fact, cognizes God and whoever refutes us, refutes God.204
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432) Zayd Ibn ‘Ali narrates on the authority of his ancestors who reported that ‘Ali (‘a) said:



God has granted me ten favors which none else was ever granted before me nor would anyone be ever
granted in future. The Prophet said: O Ali, you are my brother in this world and the next. You would be
next to me on the Judgment Day. In Paradise, your house and my house would be adjacent to each
other like the house of two brothers. You are my successor, legatee, protector, and vizier. Your enemy is

my enemy and my enemy is God’s enemy. Your friend is my friend and my friend is a friend of God.205
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433) Jabir al-Ju’fi said that he heard Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari say: | heard the Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali Ibn
Abu Talib (‘a):
O Ali, you are my successor, legatee, and deputy over my community during my life and after my

demise. Your friend is my friend; your enemy is my enemy; anyone who annoys you, annoys me.206
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434) Authoritatively it is reported from Imam al-Ridha (‘a) that he quoted his father and his ancestors
who said that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother, my vizier, and the bearer of my Standard in this world and the next. You are
the Master of the Spring in Paradise. Whoever loves you loves me too, and whoever annoys you annoys
me.207
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435) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my brother in this world and the next.208
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436) Abu Dharr narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Every prophet has a friend and my friend and my brother is Ali.209
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437) lbn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are my brother and my companion.210
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438) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the dearest of all my brothers.211
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439) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, are you not content that you are the best of my community in this world and in the hereafter? You

are my brother and my successor.212
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440) It is authoritatively reported that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are the best of my brothers and the best of my father’s brothers is Hamzah.213
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‘Ali Is My Beloved”

441) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my beloved.214
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442) Bashir al-Dahhan narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

When the Prophet (S) was in his last moments of his life, he said, ‘Bring my friend to me’ A’ishah and
Hafsa respectively sent for their father. When the Prophet (S) saw them he turned his head away from
them and said, ‘Bring me my friend’.



‘Ali (‘a) was sent for and when he came the Prophet (S) embraced him and conversed for a long time.
When finally, ‘Ali (‘a) left, he met the two who asked; ‘What did your friend tell you?’ ‘Ali (‘a) replied, ‘He

opened a thousand doors of wisdom for me, each door opening into a thousand doors.’215
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443) Umm Salamah narrates:

When the Prophet (S) was near his death, he said, ‘Bring me my friend’ A’ishah sent for her father.
When her father came, the Prophet (S) turned his face away from him and repeated: ‘Bring me my
friend.” Abu Bakr went back. Hafsa then sent for her father and when he came, the Prophet (S) once
again turned his face away from him and said, ‘Bring me my friend.” ‘Umar went away and then Fatimah
(‘a) sent for ‘Ali (‘a). When ‘Ali (‘a) came, the Prophet (S) stood up and took ‘Ali (‘a) in his cloak.”

Umm Salamah narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘He [the Prophet] taught me a thousand matters so much so
that | was drenched in sweat and he too was sweating heavily until both our sweats became mixed into

one.’216
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444) It is reported through Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar that:
When the Prophet (S) became sick, he said, “Send for my brother.

» <

Umar was sent for and when he
came the Prophet (S) turned his face away from him and repeated: “Bring my brother to me” Abu Bakr
was sent for and when he came the Prophet (S) turned his face away from him and said, “Call my

brother.”

‘Uthman was then sent for and when he came, the Prophet (S) turned away from him too. Then ‘Ali (‘a)
was sent for and when he came, the Prophet took him into his cloak and embraced him. When, after a
long conversation, ‘Ali (‘a) returned from the Prophet (S), he was asked, “What did the Prophet (S) tell



you?” ‘Ali (‘a) replied, “I was taught a thousand Chapters of wisdom, each chapter opening into another

thousand chapters.”217
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445) A’ishah reports:

At the time of his death, the Prophet (S) was in my house. He said, Ask my friend to come to me.’ | sent
for my father Abu Bakr and when he came, the Prophet (S) lifted his head, saw him and said, Ask my
friend to come to me.’

| said; ‘Woe to you. Send for ‘Ali (‘a) because the Prophet (S) does not love anyone other than him.’
When ‘Ali (‘a) came, the Prophet (S) took him into his cloak, embraced him, and until his last breath did
not let go his hand.218
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446) The Prophet (S) said:
Of all people, ‘Ali is the dearest to me.219
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447) The Prophet (S) said:
Of all men, ‘Ali is the dearest to me.220
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448) The Prophet (S) said:
Of all the people of my tribe, ‘Ali is the dearest to me.221
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‘Ali And Hadith Al-Tayr

449) Anas Ibn Malik narrates that:
When Umm Ayman presented a tastily cooked dish of a bird, the Prophet (S) said, “O God send one
who is dearest to you so that | may share this tasty dish with him.” Just then ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a)

entered and the Prophet (S) said, “Come join me [and share this feast].”222
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450) Anas Ibn Malik narrates that:
When a tastily cooked dish of a bird was presented to him, the Prophet (S) said, “O God send one who
is dearest to you so that | may share this tasty dish with him.” Just then ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a) entered

and the Prophet (S) said twice: “Come join me [and share this feast].”223
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451) Anas narrates that:

When a tastily cooked dish of a bird was presented to him, the Prophet (S) said, “O God send one who
is dearest to you so that | may share this tasty dish with him.” Just then ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a) entered
and the Prophet (S) ate the dish with him.224
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452) Anas Ibn Malik narrates that:

When the Prophet (S) had a tastily cooked dish of a bird in front of him, he said, “O God send one who
is dearest to you so that | may share this tasty dish with him.” Abu Bakr entered but the Prophet (S)
declined [to share the dish with him]. ‘Umar entered and the Prophet (S) declined [to share the dish with
him too.] When ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) entered, the Prophet (S) invited him [to eat the dish with him].225
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Ali’'s Eminence In The Eyes Of The Prophet

453) lbn ‘Umar narrates: “We asked the Prophet (S) regarding ‘Ali (‘a) The Prophet (S) became angry
and said:
What has befallen this community that they always keep asking about one who is similar to me in every

respect except for Prophethood?226

6 G - Jl;z;“m‘_u&wrwgkugubmwn&ammy Wl 06 Jak ol o sl

8 < o, Az

iyryrwwemjudfsmnmuﬁuww,su sl

454) Abdullah [Ibn Mas’ud] narrates:
| saw the Prophet (S) holding the hand of ‘Ali (‘a) and kissing him on the forehead. | asked, ‘What is the
status of ‘Ali (‘a) in your eyes?’ The Prophet (S) replied: ‘Ali is to me what | am before God.227
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The Quality Of Leadership In Ali

455) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the commander of the faithful.228
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456) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the chief of all the legatees of Prophets.229
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457) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the chief of all guardians.230

458) The Prophet (S) said:
| am the chief of all the children of Adam and ‘Ali is the chief of all Arabs.231
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459) lbn Abu Layla narrates through al-Hasan Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said:
The Prophet (S) said, “Call the commander of the Arabs.” A’ishah asked, “Are you not an Arab?” The
Prophet replied, “| am the leader of mankind and ‘Ali is the leader of the Arabs.” When ‘Ali (‘a) came, he

was sent to the Ansar.

When the Ansar gathered, the Prophet (S) addressed them saying: “O my Ansar, | wish to guide you
towards a matter, which if you scrupulously follow, you would never go astray or be misled.” The Ansar
said, “Please do guide us O Messenger of Allah.”

The Prophet (S) said, “It is ‘Ali whom you should adore for my sake and to earn my grace obey him.

Gabriel has revealed that God has thus commanded me to tell you.” 232
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460) Abu Dharr said: The Prophet (S) looked at ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
This is the best foremost of the residents of the skies and the earths. He is the commander of all
testamentary trustees and the Imam of the pious and virtuous.233

~ -

olslaill JAT Sa Hals¥1 A 1 QG Il JF o ote o) oy Gl dun oJin 200 S5 :0G 55 e
il AL Sutiiall S Sl 3 138 un 335,

461) lbn Abbas said that the Prophet (S) cast a glance on ‘Ali (‘a) and said:

He is the leader over men in this world and the next.234
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462) lbn Abbas said that the Prophet (S) asked me to go to ‘Ali (‘a) and tell him:
You are the commander both here on earth and in the hereafter. Whoever considers you a friend is my

friend, and whoever bears enmity towards you is my enemy.235
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463) lbn Abbas said that the Prophet (S) cast a glance on ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
You are the leader over men in this world and the next. Whoever considers you a friend is my friend,
and whoever bears enmity towards you is my enemy, and my enemy is the enemy of God. Owe upon

those who, after my departure, bear enmity towards you.236
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464) It is reported from lbn Abbas that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
You are the leader over men in this world and the next. Whoever considers you a friend is my friend and

my friend is a friend of God. Whoever annoys you, annoys me and whoever annoys me annoys God.237
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Who Are ‘Persons Invested With Authority’?

465) Regarding the meaning of the verse

“O you believers! Obey Allah, His Messenger and those among you who are conferred Authority
[by Allah]” (3:59).

Abu Basir quotes Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying:
Until Doomsday, the persons clothed with authority [from God] are only the Imams born to ‘Ali and
Fatimah.238
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466) Jabir al-Ju’fi quotes Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari as saying: When the verse

“O you believers! Obey Allah, His Messenger and those among you who are conferred Authority
[by Allah]” (3:59).

was revealed, | asked the Prophet (S), ‘O Messenger of Allah! We are aware of Allah and His



Messenger, but who are meant by the words persons conferred with Authority [ /,fz{l ol JT] whose

obedience is made mandatory along with you and Allah?’ The Prophet (S) replied:

O Jabir, they the leaders over the Muslims after me, the first of them being ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, then al-
Hasan and al-Husayn followed by ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali who is mentioned in the Torah
as Bagir and you, O Jabir, would meet him. Then convey my salutation to him. After him, is Ja’far lbn
Muhammad, Musa lbn Ja’far, ‘Ali Ion Musa, Muhammad Ibn Ali, ‘Ali Ibon Muhammad, al-Hasan Ibn ‘Al
followed by my names sake who would be Allah’s Mandate on earth through whom the Remembrance of
Allah would be spread throughout the earth, who would disappear and go into occultation and it is
through him that mankind would be put to test whether they are steadfast in their belief regarding

Imamate.239
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The Prophet’s Prayer For ‘Ali

467) Umm Atiyyah said:
The Prophet (S) sent a contingent under ‘Ali (‘a). | witnessed the Prophet (S) raising his hands skywards

and saying: May my soul not depart until | meet ‘Ali again.240
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468) It is reported in authentic traditions that the Prophet (S) prayed for ‘Ali (‘a) as follows:
O Allah, keep away from ‘Ali the vicissitudes of heat and cold. ‘Ali (‘a) said that after that day he never

felt the severity of summer or winter.241
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‘Ali Is The Most Truthful And The Distinguisher Of The Ummah (Muslim

Community)

469) Abbad Ibn Abdullah said that he heard ‘Ali (‘a) saying:
| am a servant of God the brother of His Messenger. | am al-Siddiq al-Akbar. None but a rank liar would
make a false claim. | prayed seven years before anyone else did.242
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470) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the al-Siddiq al-Akbar.243
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471) Abu Sakhilah said:

| accompanied Salman on the Hajj pilgrimage. When we reached Rabazah we went to Abu Dharr’s
house. Abu Dharr told us: After me, there will arise great mischief, that none can avoid. At that time,
both of you should support and defend the Book of Allah and the eminent person ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a)

because | testify and call upon the Prophet (S) as my witness and | testify that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the first person to confess his faith and he is the first one to declare my prophethood. He would be
the first person to shake hands with me on the Judgment Day. Among this community, ‘Ali is the a/-
Siddiq al-Akbar and the Farug who would distinguish right from wrong. He is the Commander of the

faithful. Money and wealth are the commanders of the hypocrites.244
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472) The Prophet (S) said:
After me, a great mischief will spread. At that time, you should not let go of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for he is

the Farug who will separate the right from wrong.245
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473) It is reported from Abu Dharr and Salman that the Prophet (S) held ‘Ali (‘a) by his hand and said:
He is the first one to confess his faith in me and he will be the first person to shake hands with me on the

Judgment Day. He is the al-Siddiq al-Akbar and the Faruq and the commander of the faithful.246
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474) It is reported through Abu Dharr who said that he heard the Prophet (S) tell Ali:
You are the first person to confess faith in me and you would be the first person to shake hands with me
on the Judgment Day. You are the al-Siddiq al-Akbar and the Farug who would distinguish right from

wrong. You are the Commander of the faithful. Money and wealth command the hypocrites.247
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‘Ali Is With The Truth And Truth Is With Him

475) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali. They will not separate from each other, even as they reach

the Spring in Heaven.248
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476) The Prophet (S) said:
Wherever ‘Ali goes, Truth follows him.249
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477) The Prophet (S) said:
Whichever way ‘Ali turns the Truth is with ‘Ali and ‘Ali is with the truth.250
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478) The Prophet (S) said:
The Truth is with ‘Ali wherever he may be.251
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479) It is reported that Umm Salamah said that she heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali. They will not separate from each other, even as they meet

me near the Spring in Heaven.252
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480) Abu Ya’'la Abd al-Rahman Ibn al-Khidri quotes his father as saying that when ‘Ali (‘a) passed by,
the Prophet (S) said:
With him is the Truth. With him is the Truth.253
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481) The Prophet (S) said:
God bless Ali. O Allah, keep the Truth with ‘Ali wherever he may be.254
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482) Abu Thabit the retainer of Abu Dharr narrates that when he passed by Umm Salamah he found her
wailing and saying that she heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali. They will not separate from each other, even as they meet

me near the Spring in Heaven.255
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483) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, the Truth is with you. The Truth is on your lips and in your heart and between your eyes.256
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384) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is always with the Truth and the truth is always with Ali. There is no conflict between them and they

will never separate from each other.257
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485) The Prophet (S) said:
The Truth is with ‘Ali and ‘Ali is with the truth. Whichever way the Truth turns; it is accompanied by
Ali.258
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486) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is always with Truth and the truth is with him always. After me, he is my testamentary trustee and
executor. Successful is the one who attaches himself with ‘Ali and whoever fails to be in touch with him
shall be lost, misled, and humiliated. He will take the responsibility of bathing and clothing my dead
body. He will be the one who will discharge my debts. He is the father of my two grandsons al-Hasan
and al-Husayn.259
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487) Abu Dharr quotes Umm Salamah who said that she heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali. They will not separate from each other, even as they meet

me near the Spring in Heaven.260
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488) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali.261
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489) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are always with the Truth and wherever Truth goes you will be with it.262
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490) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
You are always with the Truth and the truth is with you.263
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491) Ammar Ibn Yasir said that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

“O Ali, very soon will you be put to fight with a group of tyrants, but you will be on the right. On that day

whoever forsakes you shall not be reckoned among my people.264
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492) Abu Dharr says that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
‘Ali is always with the Truth and the truth is forever with him and on his lips. Truth follows wherever ‘Al

goes.265
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493) It is reported on the authority of Abu Dharr, Salman, and Migdad that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is always with the Truth and the truth is forever with him. He is the first person to believe in me and
he shall be the first person to shake hands with me in Paradise. He is the al-Siddiq al-Akbar and the al-
Faruq al-A’zam who will separate the just from the unjust. He is my testamentary trustee and my

successor over my community.@

st‘;l;ga;,gb Al e b ‘~r-31§u73431;i_un;1344_urrd§u;§,;‘_slliJl;;:sj; Sl 52

:9';'”0'“&.9_}9" v_la.:'}nd\s‘)lﬂjb)ts’gl&wlﬁj MLIA."{.\J.I L;IASLA.AJ‘J.AJJ'j ‘U" Q.AIU.QJJIMLA c‘Ll‘)IJ
5331 ora ol i ABIRS 5335 amy 345 L,

494) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is with the truth and Truth is with Ali. Truth revolves around ‘Ali wherever he goes.267



e 515 G Joar 3ally e o Gl Ball il Do sl aale aunt Jia -l e

‘Ali Is With The Quran And The Qur’an Is With Him

495) A retainer of Abu Dharr’s family narrates that Umm Salamah said that she heard the Prophet (S)
say:
‘Ali is with the Qur'an and the Qur’an is with Ali. These two shall not separate even as they meet me at

the Spring in Paradise.268
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496) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is with the Qur'an and the Qur’an is with Ali.269
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497) Umm Salamah said: By Allah who gave me life, | swear that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is always with the Truth and the Qur’an and the Qur'an and the truth are always with Ali. They shall
not separate even as they meet me at the Spring in Paradise.270
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| Am Leaving Behind Me Two Things

498) Zayd Ibn Thabit said that the Prophet (S) said:
| am leaving two things as my successors. One is the Book of Allah and the other is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.
‘Ali is better for you than the Book of Allah since he is the one who would explain and expound it to

you.271
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Rainfall, Water Descends From Heaven For Ali

499) On good authority, Khawarizmi reports that Anas Ibn Malik said:



The Prophet (S) called Abu Bakr and ‘Umar to go to ‘Ali and inquire about last night’s incidence and that
the Prophet (S) himself was following them in a short while. Anas says that he accompanied Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar to Ali’s house. When ‘Ali came out of his house and asked Abu Bakr: “Did anything special
happen last night?” Abu Bakr said, “Nothing worth mentioning! The Prophet sent us to inquire from you
about the incident that occurred last night.”

Meanwhile, the Prophet (S) himself arrived and told Ali, “Tell these people about what happened last

» <

night” ‘Ali replied, “O Messenger of God, | feel delicate about the matter.”
The Prophet (S) said, “Tell these people, for God never hesitates to reveal the Truth.”

‘Ali said, “When | went for ritual purification at dawn, | could not find water. | was afraid that | might miss
my prayer. | sent al-Hasan and al-Husayn to fetch water but they took a long time in coming. | was
seized with anxiety and fear. Then | saw that a hole appeared in the roof of the room through which a
bucket wrapped in a towel descended. When the bucket reached the floor | removed the towel and
found that the bucket was full of water. | washed myself, performed the ablution, and completed the
dawn prayer. The bucket and the towel ascended to the roof and disappeared and the hole in the roof
closed.”

The Prophet (S) said, “The bucket and towel were from Paradise and the water was from the Spring in

Paradise. O Ali, who could excel you, when last night Archangel Gabriel himself came to serve you.”272
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‘Ali Is The Ideal Peer Of Fatimah

500) Al-Dahhak Ibn Muzahim said that he heard ‘Ali (‘a) say:

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar came to me and said, ‘You better go to the Prophet and discuss with him about
Fatimah’s marriage.’ | then presented myself before the Prophet (S). When he saw me, he smiled and
said, ‘O Ali, what has brought you here?’ We then discussed about my family, their accepting Islam, and

their rendering help to the Prophet in times of war and peace and several other important matters.
The Prophet (S) said, ‘What all you said is true.’
| then said, ‘Would you get me married to Fatimah?’

The Prophet (S) replied, Already several proposals have come. | spoke to Fatimah, but | feel that she is

not happy and disapproved of them. But, you please wait here. | will return soon.’

The Prophet (S) went to Fatimah. She stood up out of respect for her father, removed his cloak and
shoes, washed his feet, offered him water, and sat down at his feet. The Prophet (S) addressed her: ‘O
Fatimah, you are aware of the eminence of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and his ancestors. | prayed to Allah that He
may provide one who is worthy in eminence to be your life-partner. ‘Ali has proposed his marriage with
you. What do you say in this regard?’ Fatimah did not reply and turned away coyly.

The Prophet (S) noticed signs of coyness and noted the silent approval of Fatimah (‘a). The Prophet (S)
got up and said, ‘God is Great. Her silence indicates her approval’ Gabriel then descended and said, ‘O
Muhammad, perform her marriage with Ali. God approves the relationship, for ‘Ali is made for Fatimah

and Fatimah is made for Ali.’

‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) performed my marriage with Fatimah (‘a), came over and held my
hand and said, ‘In the name of God, stand up and repeat after me ‘Towards the Bounties of Allah, and
by the Will of Allah, there is no power except that of Allah and | fully rely upon Allah.” He then made me
sit next to Fatimah (‘a) and said, ‘O Allah, these are two of your creation who are dearest to me. Be a
friend to them and shower your munificence upon their progeny. Keep them safe under your protection. |

am delivering these two and their progeny into your refuge from the mischief of Satan.’273
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501) The narrator reports through his father and his ancestors as saying:

We were sitting in front of the Prophet’s house when Fatimah (‘a) passed by wailing and carrying al-
Hasan (‘a). The Prophet asked as to the cause of her grief. The Prophet (S) took al-Hasan (‘a) from her,
when Fatimah (‘a) said, ‘The women folk of Quraysh are teasing me by saying that your father got you

married to a penniless pauper.’

The Prophet (S) replied, it is not | who chose him as your husband, but it is Allah Who did so. The
angels Gabriel, Michael, and Israfil bore witness to this fact. Know that on this earth Allah sent me as His
special grace and made me His Messenger. Another Grace of the Lord is that he chose ‘Ali (‘a), who is
your husband, as my testamentary trustee, and on the seventh heaven He chose ‘Ali (‘a) as your life-

partner.

| was ordered to perform your marriage with him and nominate him as my successor, vicegerent, and
deputy. He is the bravest of all men. He is the most wise and sensible, the first to confess the faith, the
most considerate and pure of heart.274
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502) Yunus Ibn Dhubyan said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq say:
Had not God created ‘Ali (‘a), there would have been no ideal pair for Fatimah (‘a) right from Adam until

date.275
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503) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said:
When the Prophet (S) got Fatimah (‘a) married to ‘Ali (‘a), people from the Quraysh came and

complained: ‘You got Fatimah married on a paltry dowry.

The Prophet (S) replied, ‘It is not | that got Fatimah married to Ali, but it is Allah who performed the
marriage under the celestial tree in which all the angles participated. God commanded the celestial tree

to shower various fruits on them. The celestial tree showered rubies, emeralds, and agate.’276
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504) The Prophet (S) said:
O my people, ‘Ali and his sons are from me. ‘Ali is the husband of my dearest daughter Fatimah. His

word is my word; denying him is to deny me.277
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‘Ali And Paradise

505) Sa’id Ibn Jubayr narrates on the authority of Ibn Abbas that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the city that is Paradise and ‘Ali is its door. Whoever desires to enter Paradise should enter only
through its door.278
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506) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, I am the city that is Paradise and you are its door. Rank liar is he who boasts that he entered the



city otherwise than through its door.279
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507) Al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that his father ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a) said:

The Prophet (S) told me, “You would be the first to enter Paradise.” | asked, “Would | precede you?”
The Prophet (S) replied, “Of course. You are the Standard-bearer in the hereafter as much as you are
my Standard-bearer on earth. It is the Standard-bearer who precedes [walks foremost] with the
flag.”280
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508) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you and your friends will be in Paradise. You and your executives too will be in Paradise.281
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509) The Prophet (S) said:

On the Judgment Day, a palace made of Rubies would be set up for me on the right side of the Throne.
On the left side, a palace made of emerald would be set up for the Patriarch Abraham. Between these
two palaces, a palace made of pure sparkling pearls would be set up for Ali. What can be said about one

who is placed between two beloved ones.282
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510) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, you and my daughter Fatimah who is your spouse on earth and in Heaven, would reside with your
children in my Palace in Paradise. You would be always my friend. The Prophet (S) then recited the

following verse:

“They will sit facing each other like two brothers.” (15:47).



That is to say that they would, for the sake of God, love each other and gaze at each other.283
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511) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

Your house in Paradise would be facing my house.284
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512) It is reported that the Prophet (S) caught hold of Ali’s hand and asked, “Would you like to know
where your house would be in Paradise?”

‘Ali (‘a) replied, “Certainly | would like to know.”

The Prophet (S) replied, “Your house would be facing my house in Paradise.”285
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513) Zainab bint ‘Ali quoted Fatimah bint Muhammad as saying, the Prophet (S) looked at ‘Ali (‘a) and
said:

He belongs to Paradise.286
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514) Ibn ‘Umar said that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You shall be in Paradise.287
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‘Ali Is The Allocator Of Paradise And Hell

515) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the one who will allocate Paradise and Hell [to those who deserve their respective place]



by identifying the pious from pretenders; the mischief mongers from the righteous and the believers from

the infidels, on the parameter of their love for you.288
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516) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the one who will allocate Paradise and Hell [according to what each man deserves].289
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517) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the one who will allocate Paradise and Hell [according to what each man deserves].290
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518) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the one who will allocate Paradise and Hell [according to what each man deserves] on the

Judgment Day, saying ‘this is mine and that one is yours.’291
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519) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
On the Judgment Day, | will allocate places [according to what each one deserves] in Paradise and Hell,

even as | declare: This is mine and that one is yours.292

Love for ‘Ali is protection.
He is the allocator of Paradise and Hellfire.
He is truly the successor of the Chosen Prophet.

He is the leader of both humankind and jinn.
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520) Abu Sa’id al-Khidri says that the Prophet (S) said:
On Judgment Day, the Keeper of Paradise will deliver the keys of Paradise to me. The keeper of Hell will

also deliver the key of Hell to me. | would then tell them: Give these to Ali.293

IS st S3G Slsn, s liall 23 5106 Ty Gle i e i 9] & a4l 52 (64}

a( Gasti sk ?u@@m SIS LAl maliay o1 556 (

521) Abdullah Ibn Abbas said: The Prophet (S) said to me:
O Ibn Abbas, you should sincerely follow Ali, for righteousness is in his heart and on his lips. He is the
lock and key of Paradise and Hell. It is through him that virtuous people will be sent into Paradise and

transgressors sent to Hell.294
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522) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the one who will allocate Paradise and Hell [according to what each man deserves]. You

would open the Door to Paradise and send your friends into Paradise without any reckoning.295

Gy aiadiy 0 il S e ol e A Ha il (155 6 iyl
IRCHIN Y

~

523) Abu Ja’far Imam al-Bagir (‘a) narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) proclaimed:
| shall allocate Paradise and Hell [according to what each man deserves]. Those who befriended me
shall be sent to Paradise and my enemies will be sent to their place in Hell.296
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524) It is reported that ‘Ali (‘a) stood up, gave a sermon praising and glorifying the Lord, and then said:
Whoever befriends us shall not be cast into Hell and whoever earns our wrath shall not find a place in
Heaven. | am the allocator of [a place in] Paradise or Hell. Standing between Heaven and Hell | shall
send one group to Heaven which will be on my right side and | shall send another group into Hell which
will be on my left side. On the Judgment Day, | will say to Hell: “This is mine and that one is yours. My



Shi’ah would cross the Bridge like a bird flying or a horse galloping as fast as the lightning.297
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525) Jabir al-Ju’fi narrates that the Chief of all Testamentary Trustees informed me that the Prophet (S)
told A’ishah:

Do not harass me regarding Ali. He is the commander of the faithful and the chief of all Muslims. On the
Judgment Day, Allah will make him sit near the Bridge to send his friends into Paradise and to cast his

enemies into Hell.298
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526) Imam al-Bagqir (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) told Ali:
How nice it would it be to see you stand on the Bridge when people would be asked to cross it and you

would address Hell saying: ‘This is mine and that one is yours.’
‘Ali (‘a) asked, ‘Who would those people be?’

The Prophet (S) replied, ‘They are your Shi’ah who follow you wherever you go.’299
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527) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, Allah will address me and ‘Ali saying: “Enter Paradise along with your friends.

Your enemies would be cast into Hell.” It is therefore that Allah has thus revealed:

“Both of you throw the unrepentant, infidel tyrant into Hell.” (50:24). 300
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528) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, Allah will ask Gabriel to sit in front of the door to Paradise and allow only those

into Paradise who hold a commendation from Ali, for they are freed from being cast into hell.301
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‘Ali Is The Chain Attached To The Door Of Paradise

529) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the chain attached to the door of Paradise. Whoever holds on to him firmly shall enter
Paradise.302
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530) It is reported through al-Khatib in his book entitled al-Managib that the Prophet (S) said:

On the door of Paradise is fixed a knocker made of gold and embedded with red rubies. When someone
knocks it, it says ya-"Ali ya-"Ali (O Ali!).”303
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‘Ali Is Like The Ka’bah

531) Sanayihi reports from ‘Ali (‘a) that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You are like the Ka’bah. It is for people to approach you and not for you to go to them. If they come to
you and accept your Caliphate, you too should accept them. But if they do not come to you, you should
not go to them until they themselves rush towards you.304
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532) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Your status is like that of the Ka’bah.305
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533) Abu Dharr reports that the Prophet (S) said:
The analogy of ‘Ali among you (or among my community) is like that of the Ka’bah since even casting a

glance amounts to worship.306
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I And ‘Ali Are Like Fathers Of The Community

534) The Prophet (S) said:

| and ‘Ali are like the parents of this community.307

LY i I e G -l ile dun o Jis aum 5] JG.

535) ‘Ali (‘a) said that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

| and ‘Ali are like two fathers to the [Muslim] community and we have a right superior to the rights of their
biological parents. In return for their [members of the community] obedience to us, we shall save them
from being cast into Hellfire and provide them with an everlasting abode of peace and tranquility. We

shall liberate them from every sort of bondage and join them with those who have attained salvation.308
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536) Mu’alla Ibn Khunays reports that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say that the Prophet (S) said:
| am one of the two persons who are like the father to the community and ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the other
one. At the time of death, every person will see these two - [‘Ali and the Prophet].309
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537) The holy lady Fatimah (‘a) said:
Muhammad and ‘Ali are like two fathers to this community who guided innumerable persons. If you obey
these two, you will attain salvation from eternal perdition and if you support them, they will provide

eternal bounties.310
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538) The Prophet (S) said:

Muhammad and ‘Ali are the best of parents and they deserve to be thanked and obeyed.311
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539) Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

Whoever discharges has obligation to Muhammad and ‘Ali would not be deterred by his shortcomings in
the discharge of his obligations to his parents, because Muhammad and ‘Ali would intercede to make the
parents agree to forgive the shortcomings of their children.312
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540) Al-Hasan Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said:

Muhammad and ‘Ali are like two fathers of this community. Fortunate is he who understands their status
and rights over himself and who constantly obeys them, for, such a person would be counted among the
best of the residents of Paradise and earn the Pleasure and Bounties from Allah. He shall be considered

an obedient son of his parents.313
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541) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) told him:

O Ali, I and You are like two fathers of this community. Whoever disobeys us would be an accursed of
Allah. Our community is obliged to us. Whoever fails to discharge his obligation to us is an accursed
one. We are the guardians of this community. Whoever distances himself from us would earn the curse
of Allah.314
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542) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) told him:
O Ali, you have a right over men just as a father has his rights over his children.315
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543) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet (S) told him:

O Ali, you have a right over this community just as a father has his rights over his children.316
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544) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said that the Prophet said:
Ali’s rights over this community are like the rights of a father over his children.317

//////

545) Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Whoever desires to know his status in the eyes of God should know through the position he holds in the

eyes of Muhammad and ‘Ali who are the best of all parents.318
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546) Imam ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) quoted from his ancestors saying that the Prophet (S) said:

| am the best of Allah’s creation. | am superior to Gabriel, Michael, Israfil, and other angels who surround
the Throne. | am superior to the chosen Prophets. To me belong intercession and the Fountain in
Paradise. | and ‘Ali are like two fathers to the community. Whoever cognizes us, cognizes God, and

whoever fails to cognize us, indeed fails to realize God.

Al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the leaders of the youth in Paradise. There shall be nine Imams from the
progeny of al-Husayn, obedience to whom is obedience to me, and disobedience to them is
disobedience to me. The ninth of them shall be the Mahdi.319

lly e i ofin a5 96 06 S5Cu paile Gl 5 (Ll pluge o e lddl Jf b2 oliuyly
- . RS P Y S T PRI P w0 :i/ @///;:/ }/ /”/:“;//‘u//’/‘

WM aSDle pranly Gyl dleny il JuilSeel diim oo na Ul . Jad e Wl Bla e apu U

JEE e e il e 15l P Lo Gl i mill [y alry se all La U Gl a1 a2 il SuS8a)

P

8 G0 o % P s 2. R s i - o Rl R AR .
cruiadl s AT O gy T Uabw (e (e 025 5o 4l 5T 568 GOKHT (a5 .05 5ol Gise
088 oo 088 2 0S8 4 R o o sh o R e ESe e s [ or 88
Wf"é‘“ﬁ{"@‘“‘ll'qre"',wl" wﬁw‘j cg!.cUcre.L:Uc “j—“—ll“-’-*“-lg-!—‘-“é-”;‘-'ju-fd /u.‘l._aua.”\ﬁ



Special Qualities Of ‘Ali

547) Abbad Ibn Ya'qub and Abdullah Ibn Abdul Hamid said that they were informed by ‘Ali Ibn Hashim
who heard Muhammad Ibn Abdullah quote his father Obaiduddin Rafe saying that he heard his father
Abu Rafi’ narrate:

Whenever the Prophet (S) wished to sit or stand up, none except ‘Ali (‘a) would support him by his hand,
for the companions knew well that the Prophet (S) wished only ‘Ali (‘a) to give the support of his
hand.320
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548) Al-Hammani said:
Whenever the Prophet (S) sat, he held Ali’s hand for support. And whenever he got up, he took Ali’s
hand as his support.321
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549) It is authentically reported that when the Prophet (S) passed away, his head was resting in the lap
of ‘Ali (‘a).322
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‘Ali And The Last Rites Of The Prophet

550) Yazid Ibn Bilal narrates that he heard ‘Ali (‘a) say:

The Prophet (S) insisted that none but | should perform the funeral rituals. He then said: ‘Whoever looks
at my body would become blind.” ‘Ali (‘a) continued: Abbas and Osama handed over the water vessels
during the ritual bathing of the Prophet’s body and | held a cloth over the Prophet’s body and poured the
water underneath the cloth and on to the Prophet’s body. It appeared as if three people were helping me
in turning the body to whichever side water was to be poured and thus we completed the ritual

purification of the Prophet’s body.’323

2

E5 GG i T dua v Sy 3@@11@@”&%@5? U’“ j” MJ;AJUJM&



sk b Lud i o5 O o W & HCQ TPV AR RV PHFS

551) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you would be the one to perform the ritual purification of my body. You would discharge my debts.
You would lower me into my grave. You would keep my covenants. You are my standard-bearer in this

world and the next.324
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552) It is reported through al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) that he heard his ancestors say that the Prophet (S)

willed that ‘Ali (‘a) should perform his last rites of giving the ritual bath.

‘Ali (‘a) said, “I am afraid | may not be able to do it alone” The Prophet (S) said, “In this, you would be
helped” Therefore it was that ‘Ali (‘a) said, “By God, Whenever | wished to pour the water on any
particular place of the body, the Prophet’s body appeared to turn towards that side by itself”325
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553) The Prophet said:
It is not given to anyone except ‘Ali to see my body.326

e T As Gl ST UAS ar § sl e an o a4 JG.
e I asae gl ol dasl daa ¥ el < Al J guo

‘Ali Is The Standard [Flag] Bearer Of The Prophet

554) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the bearer of my Standard [flag].327
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555) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the bearer of the Flag of Glory and Praise [of the Lord].328
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556) lbn Abbas said:
The Prophet (S) handed over the Standard to ‘Ali (‘a) in the battle of Badr. At that time, ‘Ali (‘a) was only
twenty years old.329
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557) Ibn Abbas said:

The Prophet (S) handed over the Standard to ‘Ali (‘a) in all the battles, like Badr, Uhud, Hunain, Ahzab,
and during the conquest of Mecca. The Standard of the Ansar in all those battles was in the hands of
Saad Ibn Obada while ‘Ali (‘a) held the Standard of the Muhajirun t00.330
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558) Jabir Ibn Samrah said that the Prophet (S) was asked, “O Messenger of Allah who would carry the

standard on the Judgment Day?”

The Prophet (S) replied, who else but ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib? The bearer of my standard here on earth would
be the bearer of the Standard on the Judgment Day.331
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559) Jabir Ibn Samarah asked the Prophet (S): “O Messenger of Allah who would carry the standard on
the Judgment Day?” The Prophet (S) replied,

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib the bearer of my standard on earth shall be my Standard-bearer on the Judgment
Day.332
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560) Salamah lbn Amr Ibn al-Akwa’ said, “The Prophet (S) sent Abu Bakr with a standard, said to be
white in color, towards one of the forts of Khaybar. Abu Bakr fought but returned unsuccessful. The next

day the Prophet sent ‘Umar Ibn Khattab who too returned unsuccessful.

Then the Prophet said:



Tomorrow, | shall give the standard to one whom Allah and His Prophet hold dear and who is not among

those who turn tail and run away [from the battle field]. God has decreed victory at his hands.

Salamah says that the Prophet (S) sent for ‘Ali (‘a) who was suffering from sour eyes at that time. The
Prophet (S) applied his saliva to the eyes of ‘Ali (‘a) and said, ‘Take this standard and go, for God has
decreed our victory in your hands.’333
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‘Ali And The Tradition About The Standard [Flag]

561) Ibn ‘Umar quotes through his father ‘Umar Ibn Khattab who said that the Prophet (S) said:
Tomorrow, | shall give the Standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and
His Prophet hold dear. He will face the enemy boldly and he shall never run away. God has decreed

victory in his hands. Gabriel would be on his right and Michael would be on his left side.

[‘Umar said] People spent the whole night restlessly hoping and praying to be the lucky one. At dawn,
the Prophet (S) asked, where is Ali?

People replied that ‘Ali (‘a) was suffering from painful sore eyes. The Prophet (S) wanted ‘Ali (‘a) to be
brought to him. When ‘Ali (‘a) came, the Prophet (S) applied his saliva to Ali’s eyes. When ‘Ali (‘a) got

up, it was as if he never had any pain or sore eyes.334
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562) The Prophet (S) said:
Tomorrow, | shall give the Standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and
His Prophet hold dear. He will face the enemy boldly and he shall never run away. God has decreed

victory in his hands.335
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563) The Prophet (S) said:
Tomorrow, | shall give the Standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and
His Prophet hold dear. He will face the enemy boldly and he shall never run away. He will deftly snatch

the flag [from the enemy].

It is reported in one tradition that the Prophet (S) said:

He will rightfully acquire the [enemy’s] flag.

In yet another tradition it is reported that the Prophet (S) said:
He will not return until God gives victory through him.

In Bukhari and Muslim also it is reported that on that day people waited impatiently, anxious to see who
among them would be given the Standard and everybody spent a restless night. At dawn when they all

gathered around him, the Prophet (S) asked, where is Ali?

When informed that ‘Ali (‘a) was suffering from painful sore eyes, the Prophet (S) said: Would someone
fetch him?

When ‘Ali (‘a) came, the Prophet (S) applied his saliva to his eyes and prayed. ‘Ali (‘a) was instantly

cured and the Prophet (S) gave the standard to him.336
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564) In the battle of Khaybar the Prophet (S) said:

Tomorrow, | shall give the standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and His
Prophet hold dear. He will face the enemy boldly and he shall never run away. God has decreed victory
in his hands. The Prophet (S) then sent for ‘Ali (‘a) who was suffering from painful sore eyes. The
Prophet (S) applied his saliva and handed over the standard to him.337
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565) The Prophet (S) said:



Tomorrow, | shall give the standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and His

Prophet hold dear. God has decreed victory in his hands.

Those present said that the next day ‘Ali (‘a) came while we never expected him to come. Everyone
exclaimed: “Ali (‘a) has come.”

The Prophet (S) gave the standard to ‘Ali (‘a) in whose hand God gave us victory.338
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566) The Prophet (S) said:
Tomorrow, | shall give the standard to a man who adores Allah and His Prophet and whom Allah and His

Prophet hold dear. God has decreed victory in his hands.

When people looked up [on the next day] they saw the Prophet (S) handing over the standard to ‘Al
(‘a).339
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Ali’'s Valor And Bravery In Battles And His Medals

567) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
If all Arabs combine to fight me, | shall wage war with them and | shall not run away from the battlefield.

If | get the opportunity, | shall attack them and kill them all.340
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568) Abd al-Rahman Ibn Hatib said:

Whenever ‘Ali (‘a) fought he used to cry out, ‘God is Great. Is there any escaper from death? Is there
any day when | could assert: “Today | am not destined to die’ or that ‘This is the day when | am destined
to die.’341
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569) It is reported that during the Battle of the Ditch, when Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd threw the challenge for a
hand to hand single combat, none responded. ‘Ali (‘a) approached the Prophet (S) and said, “Do you

allow me [to meet the challenge?].”
The Prophet (S) said, “It is Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd [whom you have to contend with]”

‘Ali (‘a) replied, “And | am ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.” ‘Ali (‘a) then went forward and despatched [the challenger]
to hell.342
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570) Regarding the Battle of the Ditch, Tabrasi wrote that:

‘Ali (‘a) killed Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd who was equal to a thousand soldiers. When the incident happened
[‘Ali (‘a) went to meet the challenge], the Prophet (S) prayed for ‘Ali (‘a) saying: “O God, protect him from
the front, from behind; from the left and the right; from head to his foot.”343
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571) Ibn Mas’ud records: When ‘Ali (‘a) went to meet the challenge of Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd [in the Battle
of the Ditch], the Prophet (S) said:
“Here goes the Absolute Faith to vanquish the Absolute Infidelity.”

When ‘Ali (‘a) had slain him [Abd-Wudd], the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Congratulations to you Ali! If this act of yours [in killing the challenger] is weighed against the weight of
all the deeds of the entire community, then your act would prevail.344
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572) When the Prophet (S) permitted and ‘Ali (‘a) went to meet the challenger Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd, the
Prophet (S) said:
Here goes the Absolute Faith to vanquish the Absolute Infidelity.345
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573) Hudhayfah narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
A single flash of Ali’s sword [that killed Abd-Wudd] on the day of the Battle of the Ditch outweighs all the

deeds of the entire community until Doomsday.346
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574) The Prophet (S) said:
Ali’s combat with Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd on the day of the Battle of the Ditch is more precious than all the

efforts put in by the entire people of my community until Doomsday.347
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575) Ja’far lbon Muhammad quotes his father, who quoted his father ‘Ali Ibn al- Husayn who quoted his
father Imam Husayn (‘a) saying that the Prophet told ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a):

O Abu’l-Hasan, if the entire faith and all the virtuous deeds of the entire community are placed on one
side of the scales and your deed of valor on the day of the Battle of Uhud is put on the other side, your
act will prevail. The Almighty Lord and His chosen Angels were proud of your valor. The curtains were
removed and Paradise glowed with your effulgence. Every wise man would gloat over your deed and the
Lord would bestow upon you such bounties as would be envied by every prophet, martyr, and the
truthful men.348
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576) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whenever | sent ‘Ali on a mission, he was accompanied by Gabriel on the right and Michael on the left
side and a cloud over his head, until God gave him victory.349
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577) The Prophet (S) said:
A single blow of ‘Ali with his sword upon Amr Ibn Abd-Wudd on the day of the Battle of the Ditch is more

precious than all the good deeds of my entire community.350
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578) Ja’far lon Muhammad (‘a) said, On the day of the Battle of Badr, a voice reverberated in the skies
saying:
‘There is no sword like the Dhu’l-Fagar and there is no hero like Ali.’351
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579) It is authoritatively reported from Ibn Abbas that the Prophet (S) said:
The Lord gave me Dhu’l-Faqar [the sword] and said, ‘O Muhammad, take this and give it to the best
among the dwellers of the Earth.” | asked, ‘O Lord, who is the best among the dwellers of the earth?’

He replied, ‘It is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib; My deputy on earth.’352
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‘Ali And The Gate Of Fort Khaybar - ‘Ali And The Conquest Of Khaybar

580) In his letter written to Suhail Ibn Hunayf, ‘Ali (‘a) wrote:
By God, | did not remove the gate of Fort Khaybar with my physical strength, nor with the energy of my
nourishment, but by the astral strength of my soul. It was Effulgence of the Lord that helped me. My

relationship with Ahmad is like the relationship of one light with another.

By God, even if all the Arabs combine together to fight me, | shall not run away from their challenge. If |
get the chance, | would never leave any one of them alive. Indeed, when man realizes that death is
imminent at any moment, his heart is strengthened with courage [to face the enemy].353
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581) Jabir Ibn Abdullah said:
In the Battle of Khaybar, ‘Ali (‘a) plucked the door of the fort with his bare hands, so much so Muslims

climbed the fort and the fort was conquered.354
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582) Ibn Jarir al-Tabari the author of al-Mustarshid writes:

The gate of Khaybar was four yards and five spans wide and was made of stone. ‘Ali (‘a) plucked the
door in such a manner that his fingerprints came to be etched on it. The door had no ‘knocker ring’ was
lifted and used as a shield by ‘Ali (‘a) and used it to strike at the enemy. ‘Ali (‘a) then threw the gate four

yards away.355
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583) It is authentically reported that the Gate of Fort Khaybar was fifteen yards long and the moat was
ten yards wide. ‘Ali (‘a) rested one end of the gate on one bank of the moat and he held the other end in
his hand. The entire army consisting of infantry and cavalry of about eight thousand and seven hundred

men passed over the plank of the gate [held by ‘Ali (‘a)].356
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Ali's Wounds And The Prophet Lamenting Over Them

584) One of the seventy merits of ‘Ali (‘a) was that he never felt the severity of his wounds. He had
marks of wounds from head to foot, which he concealed. In various battles, he suffered about a
thousand wounds. It is reported that when he returned from the Battle of Uhud there were eighty wounds
on his body. The wounds were so deep and severe that when the one wound was bandaged another

would emerge.

When the Prophet (S) visited him, ‘Ali (‘a) was lying on a leather mattress like a lump of minced meat.
The Prophet (S) started weeping when he saw Ali’s condition. The nurses who were attending to ‘Ali (‘a)
complained: “We fear for Ali’s life, for, when we bandage one wound another appears. ‘Ali (‘a) is hiding

his pain.”



It is reported that when ‘Ali (‘a) died, the marks of his wounds were found to number over a thousand.357
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585) Anas Ibn Malik said:

In the Battle of Uhud when ‘Ali (‘a) was brought before the Prophet (S) over sixty wounds of swords,
arrows and lances were found on his body. The Prophet (S) passed his hand over the wounds and by
the Grace of God, the wounds disappeared without leaving any trace.358
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586) Abu’l-Dunya Mu’ammar al-Maghribi narrates that he heard ‘Ali (‘a) say:
In the Battle of Khaybar, | suffered twenty-five wounds. When the Prophet (S) saw me, he started crying
and his tears fell on my wounds | was relieved [of all pain].359
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587) In Tafsir al-Qummi and al-Khara'ij:
The number of wounds suffered by ‘Ali (‘a) are given as forty, made up of sixteen gaping wounds made

by swords, out of which four were so severe that when he was struck, each time he fell down.360
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1. Ihgaq Al-Haqgq, vol. 4, p. 310; Ithbat Al-Hudah, vol. 2, p. 237; Noor al-Absar, p. 87.
2. Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 128; Al-Hikam Al-Zahirah, vol. 1, p. 76.
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Part 3: Ghadir, Imamate, Wilayah, And Caliphate
Of ‘Ali And The Effects Of Revolt Against Ali

A) The Event Of Ghadir

‘Ali And The Hadith Of Ghadir

“O Prophet, proclaim what was revealed to you by your Lord; if you do not, it is as if you have
failed to deliver the Message; Allah is your protector from [scheming] men.” (5:67).

Aoz

o1 i e S50 L5 0o 85 e 005

“Today We have perfected your religion for you and We have completed our Bounties upon you
and We are pleased with Islam as the [right] path.” (5:3).
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588) Abu Sa’id al-Khidri reports:
When the Prophet reached the place called Ghadir Khumm on Thursday the eighteenth day of Dhu’l-
Hijjah, he called men towards ‘Ali (‘a), held his hands, and lifted him so high [above him] that the

whiteness of the Prophet’s armpits became visible.

The Prophet (S) then said:
Allah is great. Thanks to the Almighty who completed religion under the guardianship of myself and ‘Al
and fulfilled His Bounties as He pleased. Now then, of whomsoever | am the Guardian, this ‘Ali here is

also the Guardian.”1
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589) Jarir reports:
We accompanied the Prophet (S) on his last pilgrimage. In our return journey, we reached a place

popularly known as Ghadir Khumm. The Prophet (S) issued the call for prayer. When all of us, Muhajirun



and Ansar gathered the Prophet (S) said, ‘O my people. Of what matters do you testify?’

We replied, ‘We testify that there is none worthy of worship, except Allah’ The Prophet (S) asked, ‘Of
what other matter do you testify?’

We replied, ‘We testify that Muhammad (S) is a devotee and Messenger of Allah.” The Prophet asked,

‘Under whose Guardianship are you?’
We replied, ‘We are under the guardianship of Allah and His Messenger’

At that moment the Prophet (S) pulled ‘Ali (‘a) by his hand. Clasping Ali’s hand, the Prophet (S)
proclaimed:

‘Of whomsoever, Allah and His Messenger are the Guardians this ‘Ali is also his Guardian. O Allah, be a
friend to his friends and a foe to his enemies. O Allah, whoever loves ‘Ali adores me and whoever

annoys him incurs my wrath.’2
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590) A call for congregational prayer was ordered [by the Prophet]. The Prophet (S) emerged with ‘Al
(‘a) beside him and said, “O my people. Am | not the Guardian of every believing man and woman?”

People replied, “Yes. You are.”

The Prophet (S) then said:

‘Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali here is also the guardian. O Allah, love him who loves Ali,
despise him who harbors enmity to Ali, help him who helps Ali, ignore him who ignores Ali, assist him
who assists Ali, send your wrath on those who annoy Ali, and adore him who adores Ali.3
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591) Sa’d narrates:

We reached a place called Ghadir Khumm on the road from Mecca when the Prophet (S) asked us to
halt. He wanted those who had gone ahead, to come back and those who were lagging behind to hurry
up and join the rest. When all had assembled, the Prophet (S) asked thrice, ‘O my people. Who is your
guardian?’ Thrice did the people reply, Allah and His Messenger are our guardians.’

Then the Prophet (S) caught ‘Ali (‘a) by the hand, lifted him up and said:
Of whomsoever Allah and His Messenger are guardians, this ‘Ali here is also the guardian. O Allah, be a

friend to his friends and a foe to his foes.4
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592) Adi Ibn Thabit quotes al-Bara’ as saying:

On the last pilgrimage we were with the Prophet (S). When we reached a place called Ghadir Khumm
we removed the shrubs and cleared the ground. When the call for congregational prayer was given, the
Prophet (S) took ‘Ali (‘a) by the hand and seated him to his right side and asked the people, ‘Do | not
have a better right over you than your own self?’ In one voice, we affirmed that he had a better right over

us than ourselves.

The Prophet (S) said:
Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali here is also his guardian. O Allah, be a friend to his friends
and a foe to his foes. At this juncture, ‘Umar Ibn Khattab rose, shook Ali’s hand and said,

‘Congratulations! You are now the guardian of every believing man and woman.’5
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593) It is unanimously reported that during his sermon at Ghadir Khumm, the Prophet (S) said:
Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali here is also his guardian.

‘Umar said, “Congratulations, O Abu’l-Hasan! You are indeed the guardian of every believing man and

woman.6
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594) The Prophet (S) said:
Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali here is also his guardian. O Allah, be a friend to his friends

and a foe to his foes.7
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595) The Prophet (S) said:

Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali here is also his guardian. O Allah, be a friend to his friends
and a foe to his foes. Help those who help Ali, forsake those who desert him, and curse those who curse
him.8
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The Ghadir Feast Is The Best Among All Festivals

596) It is reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who quoted his ancestors who said that the

Prophet (S) said:

For my people, Ghadir is the best of all days of celebration. It is on that day that God commanded me to
nominate my cousin ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib as the leader over my community in order to seek his guidance. It
is on that day that God completed his guidance to mankind and bestowed His bounties and chose Islam

as His favorite Path towards man’s salvation.

The Prophet (S) then added:

Indeed, ‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. He was created from the same dust from which | was created.
After me, he is the leader of my community. He will clarify whenever people dispute about my traditions.
He is the commander of the People of Effulgent Faces. He is the best among all the testamentary

trustees. He is the husband of the Lady of Paradise and the father of the truly guided Imams.

O my people, if anyone loves Ali, | too would love him. If anyone has enmity towards Ali, | shall be his
enemy. If anyone associates himself with Ali, | too would associate with such a person. If anyone
forsakes Ali, | too would ignore him. If anyone avoids Ali, | too would avoid such a person. | shall be a
friend of those who befriend ‘Ali and the enemy of one who is an enemy of Ali.9
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597) Qasim Ibn Yahya reports through his ancestor, al-Hasan Ibn Rashid, who said that he asked Imam
al-Sadiq (‘a), “Is there any other festival apart from the two festivals of the Muslims?”

The Imam replied, Of course, there is a festival more important and majestic than the other two. | asked

further, “O Imam, which is that important and majestic festival?”
The Imam replied, it is the day on which ‘Ali (‘a) was declared the leader of all men.

| asked, “May | be your ransom. Inform me about that festival.” The Imam said:

It is the eighteenth day of the month of Dhu’l-Hijjah. On that day you should keep your fast and send as
many benedictions as possible on Muhammad (S) and his Progeny and curse their tormentors and seek
and declare your aversion for their enemies. This is because, whenever a prophet appointed his
successor, he declared it a day of festivities and celebration.

| asked, “What is so special about fasting on that day?”

The Imam replied, the fast that you keep on that day is equal to fasting continuously for sixty months. 10
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Merits Of Fasting On The Day Of Eid Ghadir

598) Mufadhdhal reports that Imam al-Sadiqg (‘a) said

Fasting on the day of Eid al-Ghadfir expiates the sins of sixty years. 11
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599) ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn al-Abdi narrates that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:
To keep the fast on the day of Ghadir festival is like performing a hundred Hajj and ‘Umrah, for that is a
day of great celebrations in the eyes of God. 12
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600) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Fasting on the day of Ghadir is as good as living until Doomsday and it is equal to a hundred Hajj and
‘Umrah. The day is reckoned as a day of great festivities and celebrations. 13
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601) Ahmad Ibn Muhammad lbn Abu Nasr said that he was attending on Imam al-Ridha (‘a) when a
large number of people had gathered and the incident at Ghadir was being discussed. Some people
refuted that any such incident ever took place.

Imam al-Ridha (‘a) said:

It is well known that there is a place in Paradise, made with alternating bricks of Gold and silver. On the
day of Ghadir, angels congregate and enjoy the bounties. O son of Abu Nasr, wherever you be, rush to
the mausoleum of Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a), for on this day God forgives sixty year’s sins of every believing
man and woman. On that day, God releases from hell twice the number of the people who are released
on the nights preceding Ramadhan festival, the Nights of Glory, and the night preceding the Fitr festival.

To give in charity a single coin to a believer on the day of Ghadir is equal in value to a thousand such

coins. On this day oblige your brothers in faith and make every believing man and woman happy. 14
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The Sermon At Ghadir

602) Algamah Ibn Muhammad al-Hadhrami narrates from Abu Ja’far Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali al-Bagir (‘a)
who said: When the Prophet (S) left Medina to perform the Hajj he had explained everything except Hajj
and wilayah. Gabriel descended and said:

God sends His salutation to you and declares that He never removed the soul from the body of any
prophet until the prophet had completed delivering His Message and fulfilled the covenant. There are
two mandates that have not been conveyed in full. First is the matter of Hajj and the second one is the
promulgation of wilayah [Guardianship of the Ummat], that is, the nomination of your successor. Never
did | leave the earth bereft of My Proof [Divine Guides] nor would | do so at any time to come. You
should call upon all healthy and financially sound persons from every city town and village to accompany
you in performing the Hajj and supplicate with you. Like the mandates of Prayer and Fasting, explain the

requirements of duties and obligations of Hajj.

Imam al-Bagir (‘a) further said: So people gathered in great numbers and accompanied the Prophet,
anxiously waiting to see the manner and the rituals in which the Prophet (S) was about to perform the
Hajj. The number of persons who had gathered from Medina and its surroundings totaled seventy
thousand which was the number of the companion of Prophet Moses from whom Moses took the pledge
of allegiance for Aaron. But those companions of Moses broke their pledge and worshipped the calf. The
present incident is also similar, for in the presence of the Prophet (S) people congratulated and saluted
‘Ali (‘a), but as soon as the Prophet (S) died, they broke the pledge and appropriated his rights. During
his return from Hajj at a desolate place called Ghadir Khumm, the Prophet (S) ascended the pulpit set
up for him and said:

Glory belongs only to Allah who, in His Unicity is Supreme above everything; He, in His Unicity, is the
closest to everything; His authority manifests through His Grandeur; Unique is He in His proof and
exposition; He deserves to be eulogized and obeyed eternally. He is the Creator of the Heaven and
earth which He controls with His Might. He is the Lord of the Angels. Most benevolent is He towards His
creatures. It is through His Grace and Munificence that He permits His nearness. He is watchful of every

eye while eyes perceive Him not. He is the Munificent, All-Knowing, and Majestic.

His benevolence pervades everything. He rules over men through His Bounties. He tarries in punishing



or condemning men for their sins, nor does He show any concession while punishing those who deserve
to be punished. He is aware of every thought and every secret plan that men conceive. Nothing is
hidden from Him nor is there any ambiguity in what is made manifest. Everything is subject to His
Authority and absolute control. He is Omnipotent and brought things into existence from non-existence.

He is Absolutely Independent, Majestic, and Wise. Other than Him none deserve to be worshipped.
The Prophet (S) then recited the verse:

“O Messenger, convey that which has been revealed to you by your Lord and if you fail to do so it
would be as if you have not delivered the Message. Allah shall protect you from the mischief of
men.” (5:67).

The Prophet (S) then said:

O my people, this verse was revealed in praise of Ali. God has made ‘Ali the guardian and leader over
you. Obedience to him is mandated upon Muhajirun, Ansar; dwellers of cities, dwellers of villagers,
Arabs, non-Arabs, free, slaves, the young, the old, the dark-skinned people, men of fairer complexion

and upon everyone who worships God.

His word is perfect; he tells only the truth; his commands deserve implicit obedience. Wretched is the
one who opposes him; those who obey him would be rewarded; those who pay attention to him and

assist him would earn the Lord’s Mercy.

O men, this is the last place and occasion of my congregation with you. Listen carefully and follow my
words. Obey God, for He is your guardian after him, is the person who is now addressing you, and after
that ‘Ali is your guardian/leader. After him, Imamate will remain in his progeny, my offspring, until
eternity. Forbidden is only that which God and His Messenger have forbidden and everything that God
and His Messenger have permitted may be freely enjoyed by you. God has revealed to me what is

permitted and what is forbidden and | have passed on that wisdom to Ali.

O my people, do not deviate from the path of ‘Ali nor should you neglect to follow it. Do not show
arrogance when it comes to the matter of Ali’'s guardianship over you, for ‘Ali guides you to the truth and
he himself follows it meticulously. He would remove injustice and he will forbid you from being unjust.
None would be able to accuse him in the matter of religion, because he is the first to proclaim his faith in
Allah and His Messenger. In the matter of my

Prophethood, neither any angel nor any saint could take precedence over Ali. He is the first among you
to pray behind me and supplicated to God alongside me. As commanded by God, | ordered ‘Ali to take
my place in my bed [on the night of migration] and he obeyed risking his life for mine. You should give
him precedence over all others [companions] because God has given him excellence over all other men.

You should follow his instructions because God has chosen him [to be your guardian].

O men, it is by the command of God that ‘Ali is appointed as your leader. God would not show His Mercy

to anyone who does not submit to Ali. God has taken upon Himself the task of keeping Ali’'s enemies in



eternal perdition. Beware of opposing ‘Ali and becoming food for Hellfire which is prepared for the
infidels. O men, the immaculate ones from the progeny of ‘Ali are my descendants. They are the
secondary authority whereas the Qur’an is the primary authority. Jointly, these two would provide
guidance in this world. They would never be separated from one another even until they reach me at the

Heavenly Fountain.

Know that they are trustees appointed by God and they are the authorities over you. | have discharged
my burden. Know then that | have conveyed the Message; | have conveyed the Message from God that
except my brother none could be the Commander of the faithful. After me, there is none fit to hold the

command except him.

At this juncture, the Prophet (S) held ‘Ali (‘a) by the hand and lifted him up. When the Prophet (S) first
ascended the pulpit, ‘Ali (‘a) was standing one step below him. The Prophet (S) lifted ‘Ali (‘a) so high
above him that Ali’s feet were dangling above the Prophet’s thighs. The Prophet (S) then proclaimed:

This brother of mine is my successor, legatee of my wisdom, and my heir since he alone enjoys my
confidence. O men, though you are in great numbers, you could still swear allegiance in one voice at my
hands. | have been commanded by Allah to proclaim and obtain your declaration of assent about the
ruler-ship of ‘Ali and the successor Imams who would be from my progeny. Therefore, jointly in one

voice, all of you declare and repeat after me.

All of you should now declare this:

We have heard, understood and assented what you have conveyed to us from Allah regarding Ali’s
Imamate and the leadership of progeny. We have willingly agreed forever to abide by our fealty. We
swear allegiance in this matter with our heart, mind, and soul and we assure that we shall abide by it in
our life until we die and even when we are resurrected on Doomsday. We shall never waver in our
certitude in this matter nor would we replace it with that of any other person, nor do we entertain any
doubt or feel any hesitation in this matter. We would neither deny nor break our promise. You have
instructed us about the Commander of the Faithful and about the Imams who would be from your

progeny. You have conveyed Allah’s message to us.

The Prophet (S) then said:

‘Ali is the criterion on which the Qur'an was revealed and after me, he is responsible for its explanations
and exegeses. His acts are in consonance with Divine Pleasure. He fights the enemies of Allah. He
guides men in the matter of worship of Allah and prevents them from disobeying Allah’s commandments.
He is the heir to the Prophet and the beacon to the rightly guided. He will kill the breachers, the
wrongdoers, and the apostates. | say: O Lord, my words are immutable. O Lord, be a friend of his
friends and a foe to his foes. Accursed are those who deny and falsify me. Send Your wrath upon the

deniers.

O Allah, you have revealed to me that leadership belongs to him as of right. When | promulgated his



Vicegerency and Imamate, You declared that the religion became complete. You showered Your Grace
on men and chose Islam as your favored religion. If anyone chooses any religion other than Islam, his
worship shall not be accepted and on Doomsday, he will be among the losers. O Allah, bear witness that

| have conveyed what was entrusted to me.

O men, Allah has completed the religion through their Imamate. Therefore, if anyone refuses or fails to
accept and obey the Imamate of ‘Ali and the Imams from his progeny, all deeds of such persons would
come to naught and they would be confined to Hell forever. No lenience or concession would be shown

in their punishment, nor would anyone be permitted to intercede for them.

O men, soon after | depart, people would invite you towards hell, but they shall not be helped on
Doomsday. Both Allah and me loath them and they would be consigned to the abysmal depth of hell, for,

indeed the abode of the vainglorious is most horrendous.

O men, | am the Straight Path that God has ordered you to follow and through which you seek guidance.
After me, ‘Ali (‘a) is the Straight Path.

At this juncture, the Prophet recited the Opening Chapter of the Qur'an and said:

These verses are revealed about them, to eulogize and encompass all of them. They are the

testamentary trustees appointed by God. They have neither fear nor sorrow.

Know then that it is God’s legions that are finally victorious and that His enemies are misguided idiots. In
their erroneous behavior, they shall be counted among the brethren of Satan. For all outward
appearances, they whisper apparent pleasantries to each other. Know that their friends are those about

whom God has revealed in His Book:
You will not find those who adore Allah and His Prophet befriending their enemies. (58:22).
Know that Allah has praised their friends as follows:

“Only those who have confessed the Faith and have not tarnished it in any manner shall have

asylum and they are the rightly guided ones. ”(6:82).

O men, propagate what | have taught you and repeatedly and frequently narrate what you have heard
from me. Salute your commander and say: ‘We have heard and we do obey. O Lord. We seek your
Mercy. To You is our return.” All glory belongs to Allah, who has guided us to the true path. Had God not

guided us surely we would have strayed.’

O men, the merits of ‘Ali narrated in the Qur'an are too numerous for me to relate in one sitting.
Therefore, of the numerous eulogies, repeat and affirm what | have narrated to you. Whoever obeys

Allah, His Messenger, and the One in Authority has indeed gained a great victory.



Those who preceded others in acknowledging him as their commander may move away and give way to
others. These are men destined to recline in the Garden [of Eden]. Utter the words that please Allah. No
loss would Allah suffer if you and every soul on earth become disbelieving infidels. O Allah, forgive the
believers for the sake of your Message which | have now delivered to them. Send down your wrath on
the disbelievers and infidels. All glory belongs to Allah who is the sustainer of all creation. 15
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B) Imamate Of Ali

Imamate Of ‘Ali

603) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates on the authority of his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:
On the night when | ascended the skies, the Lord said, ‘O Muhammad, ‘Ali is the foremost among the

virtuous; the leader of the effulgent faces and the commander of the faithful.’16
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604) Abdullah Ibn Mufadhdhal says that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates through his ancestors who reported
that the Prophet (S) said:

On the night when | ascended the skies, the Lord said, ‘O Muhammad, ‘Ali is my Mandate on all the
people and the leader of my devotees; whoever obeys him, obeys Me and whoever disobeys him,
disobeys Me. | have appointed him to succeed you as the guide to the community after you.’17

allt Y5y JG :J6 A3l cgile T bl He anl o 805 gulall po (Jialedl o) allh aie 52
ag [T s - ’ - T e ;/ wj /@: //a ! // // ° {//v - og- . &
5 iy i @AREA Uy JE BIG Ja 35 oK e llalt 1 i Gl iy 1o i Jia
/.;/é o o~ P PR ,/E//E":," P o % ,/"/o// PRI P P P
Uiy 4uails . glaz slaz o) delbl el o . el Jal al)y ala e U35 i fley :JGS

P
é].u.g it:v O9ige.»

605) The Prophet (S) said:
| am the warner and ‘Ali is the guide. You, O Ali, are the guide of the truly guided. 18
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606) Imam Ja’far lbn Muhammad al-Sadiq (‘a) said that he heard from his father Muhammad al-Bagqir
(‘a), who heard from his father ‘Ali Ion al-Husayn (‘a) who said that he heard from his father al-Husayn
lbn ‘Ali (‘a) who said that Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) told him: The Prophet told me:

O Ali, you are the leader of believers; and the foremost among the pious; you are the chief of all
testamentary trustees; you are the inheritor of the wisdom of the Prophets; you are the best among all
the truthful men and the best among all those strive [in the way of Allah]. O Ali, you are the spouse of
the chief of the women of Paradise and the best among the legatees of the prophets. O Ali, you are the
chief of all believers and after me, you are mandate over them. Whoever adores you shall be admitted

into Paradise and to Hellfire shall be confined those who dislike you. | swear by Him who invested me



with Prophethood and made me superior to all others, the worship of thousand years would come to
naught if it is done without your cognizance or without cognizing the Imams from your progeny.
Cognizing you and the Imams born in your progeny without expressing the detachment [and revulsion]
from your enemies would be of no use. | have been so instructed by Gabriel. Whoever likes this may
believe my word and whoever does not like it, has no faith in me. 19
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607) lbn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are the leader of all Muslims and the chief of believers. You are the guide to the people with
effulgent faces. After me, you are Allah’s Mandate over all people. You are the leader of alll
Testamentary trustees and the legatee of all Prophets. O Ali, when | ascended the seventh sky and
reached the ultimate border and traversed beyond the layers of Effulgent Light, the Lord welcomed me
by praising me and then said, ‘O Muhammad, ‘Ali is the chief of my worshippers and the radiant beacon
of my obedient adorers. | have made him a Mandate and an Obligation over all virtuous people.
Whoever obeys him, obeys Me, and whoever disobeys him, disobeys Me. Now convey this message to
everyone.’

‘Ali (‘a) asked, “O Prophet of Allah, has my name reached such heights, to be remembered there [in the

Heavens]?”
The Prophet (S) replied, Verily, Ali, it is so. O Ali, glorify the Lord in thanksgiving.
‘Ali fell in prostration, glorifying and thanking the Lord for His bounties.

The Prophet (S) said: Raise your head Ali, for the Lord and His angels take pride in you.20
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608) The Prophet (S) said:

O my people, ‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. He was created from the same earth from which | was
created. After me, he is your leader. He will explain to you matters in which you differ regarding my
traditions.21
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609) Ibn Abbas reports that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is with the truth and the truth is with Ali. After me, he is the Imam and successor. Whoever follows
him would be victorious and saved. Whoever opposes him would be humiliated and fall into error. He is
the one who would bathe me, shroud me, and discharge my debts. He is the father of my two

grandchildren: al-Hasan and al-Husayn.22
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610) Abu Sa’id reports that the Prophet (S) said:
After me, ‘Ali is the Imam of every believer.23
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611) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

Allah told the Angels: ‘This is the radiance from My effulgence. Its root is prophethood and its branches
are Imamate. Prophethood belongs to Muhammad my devotee and to ‘Ali who is my deputy and my
proof belongs the Imamate. But for these two | would not have brought forth creation.

The Imam further said:



Do you not know that at Ghadir Khumm the Prophet (S) lifted ‘Ali (‘a) so high above him that one could
see the whiteness of his armpits and declared him to be the Imam and guardian of every Muslim and

then said, ‘Obey Ali, for he is chaste, immaculate and unerring.’24
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612) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the true guide.25

613) Abu Dharr reports that in a lengthy narration the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the chief of the righteous and slayer of the infidels.26
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614) Abdullah Ibn Asad Ibn Zurarah narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
The Lord lifted me up into the skies and informed me three things about Ali, namely that he is the Imam
of the pious; the commander of the believers, and the foremost of the people with effulgent faces.27
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615) Imam Ja’far Ilbon Muhammad (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

When | reached the ultimate border in the skies, | was told:

‘O Muhammad, accept ‘Ali as your chaste and Immaculate successor, for verily he is the Imam of the
pious; the commander of the believers and the foremost of the people with effulgent faces.’28

/////
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616) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:



There is none among the denizens of the skies nor in the dwellers of the earth who would be, after me,
better than ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. He is the leader and commander of my community and he is my

designated legatee and successor.29
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617) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

Allah revealed: | am designating ‘Ali as the commander of the faithful believers. My curse is upon one
who dominates over him and | shall send My scourge upon those who oppose him. O Muhammad, |
have appointed him as the leader of all Muslims. If anyone attempts to overstep him, | shall humiliate

him. ‘Ali is the commander of all testamentary trustees.30
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618) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the leader and commander after me. You are my vizier and the authority over my

community.31
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619) Zayd Ibn Argam narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Would you people not wish to know about the thing that would save you from destruction, if only you
could submit to it? Know you then that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is your Imam and leader. Obey him, follow his

instructions, and have faith in his words. | am so commanded by Gabriel to inform you.32
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620) The Prophet (S) said:
Allah revealed to me that ‘Ali is the standard of guidance and the Imam of my friends and the effulgence

of my obedient devotees.33
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621) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the Imam of every created being.34
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622) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

Allah chose me as His Messenger on earth. He then chose ‘Ali and made him the Imam. | was then
ordered to choose him as my brother, friend, testamentary trustee, and successor. It is for this reason
that ‘Ali is from me and | am from Ali. He is the spouse of my daughter and the father of my

grandchildren: al-Hasan and al-Husayn.35
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623) The Prophet (S) said:
After me, there would arise a dark mischief. Those who hold fast to Allah’s rope would be saved.

People asked the Prophet (S), “What is meant by the rope of Allah?” The Prophet (S) replied, It is the

wilayah [guardianship] of the commander of testamentary trustees.

People asked, “Who is the commander of the testamentary trustees?” The Prophet (S) replied, He is the

commander of the faithful believers.

People asked, “Who is the commander of the faithful believers?” The Prophet (S) replied, He is the

guardian of Muslims and their Imam after me.

People asked, “Who is the guardian of the Muslims?” The Prophet (S) replied, He is my brother ‘Ali lbn
Abu Talib.36
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624) Abu Hamzah Ja’far Ibn Sulayman and Maslamah lbn Abd al-Malik and Ahmad Ibn Abdullah and
‘Ali Ion Muhammad reported that Dawud Ibn Sulayman said that he heard Imam al-Ridha (‘a) say

regarding the verse:
“On the Day of Calling We shall gather everyone accompanied by his Imam.” (17:71).

The Prophet (S) said:
People will be raised along with their Imam, the Book of their Lord, and the traditions of their prophets. O
Ali, you are the commander of the Muslims, the Imam of the pious and chaste, the leader of the people

with effulgent faces and the chief of all believers.37
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625) The Prophet (S) said concerning ‘Ali (‘a):
Allah, keep him steadfast and make him the guide and the guided.38
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Infallibility Of ‘Ali

626) Sulaym Ibn Qays al-Hil'Ali quotes ‘Ali (‘a) as saying:
Allah the Glorious created us chaste and immaculate. We were brought forth as witnesses over mankind
and as Allah’s Mandate on earth. We are with the Qur’an and the Qur’an is with us. Neither could we be

separated from the Qur’an nor could the Qur'an be separated from us.39
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627) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
From the progeny of myself, Ali, al-Hasan and al-Husayn there shall be nine successive offspring who

would be chaste and immaculate.40
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628) Regarding the Verse of Purification

“People of the house, God wants to remove all kinds of uncleanliness from you and to purify you
thoroughly.” (33:33).

Abu Sa’id al al-Khidri said:
The Prophet (S) called Ali, Fatimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn and took them collectively under his cloak
and said: These are the members of my family. O Lord, keep them chaste and immaculate and keep

every unseemly thing away from them.41
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Obedience To ‘Ali

629) Abu Dharr narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib:
Whoever obeys me, in fact, obeys God; and whoever disobeys me, indeed disobeys God. Whoever

obeys you, obeys me, and whoever disobeys you, disobeys me.42
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630) In an authentic tradition it is reported that the Prophet (S) said:
If you wish God to be pleased with you when you ultimately go to meet Him, scrupulously follow Ali’s
path at every step. Choose him as your leader and guide and be a friend to his friends and a foe to his

foes. Do not for a moment entertain any doubt about him, because, to doubt him breeds infidelity.43
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631) Abu Ayyub al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) told Ammar lbn Yasir:

You will be slain by a group of traitors. You will be righteous and righteousness will be with you. O
Ammar, when you find ‘Ali taking a particular stand [direction] and others take a different one, adhere to
‘Ali and be with him and leave others to their ways and contrivances. ‘Ali will neither lead you towards

error nor deviate from the right path.44
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632) The Prophet (S) asked the attendants,

Would you like me to tell you that which, if you follow after me, will never lead you to error?

They said, “O Prophet, please do tell us.” The Prophet (S) said: The one whom you should follow after
me is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.45
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633) Zayd Ibn Argam narrates that the Prophet (S) asked the attendants,
Would you like me to tell you that which, if you follow after me, will never let you err or be lost?

They answered affirmatively. So, he proclaimed, Your guardian and your leader is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.
Adhere to him, follow his instructions, and have faith in his words. Gabriel has commanded me to tell

you this.46
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634) The Prophet (S) told Ibn Abbas:
If you desire God to be pleased with you when you meet Him, follow the path of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.

Accept him as your Imam and follow him scrupulously. Be friend to his friends and a foe to his foes.47
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635) It is reported through Hudhayfah Ibn Usayd al-Ghifari that the Prophet (S) said:

After me, ‘Ali is the Mandated over you. To ascribe equals to him is to ascribe equals to Allah. To doubt
him is to entertain doubt in God. To think ill of him is to think ill of God. To deny him is to deny Allah. To
have faith in him is to have faith in God, for, verily he is the Messenger’s brother and the commander
and Guardian over his community. He is the strong rope of Allah. Very soon, regarding him, people will
be divided into groups — two of which will perish — those who indulge in trivialities while claiming to be his
friends and those who

forsake him and deprecate him.48
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636) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
To fight me is to fight God. To live in peace with me is to live in peace with God. To obey me is to obey
God and to be my friend is to be a friend of God. My officials are God’s officers and friends of God.49
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637) Imam ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever wishes to adhere to my religion and board the ship of salvation, should follow ‘Ali and be a foe
to his foes and a friend to his friends. This is because he is my deputy, successor, testamentary trustee,
and authority over the Muslim community during my life and after me. His word is my word and his order
is my order and what he forbids is forbidden by me. Those who help him, indeed help me, and those

who resist helping him are, in fact, refusing to help me.

On the Day of Resurrection, | shall separate myself from and refuse to see or be seen by those who
separate themselves from Ali. God has forbidden Paradise and given a place in Hell for those who bear
enmity to Ali.50
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638) It is reported by Abu Dharr that the Prophet (S) said:
Obedience to me is obedience to God. Whoever disobeys me, disobeys God. Obedience to ‘Ali is

obedience to me and to disobey ‘Ali is disobedience to me.51

/////

639) Abu Dharr reports that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

Obedience to you is my obedience and disobedience to you is to disobey me.52
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640) Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir (‘a) reports, Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari said:

When the Prophet was staying in the house of Ibrahim’s mother he was surrounded by his companions
when ‘Ali (‘a) arrived. When the Prophet saw ‘Ali (‘a) he said:

This man standing before you is the best of all men after me. He is your Guardian. Just like obedience to
me is made mandatory for you, it is obligatory for you to obey him. Disobedience to him is as much
forbidden as your disobedience to me. | am the abode of wisdom and ‘Ali is the key to that abode
without which none could have access to it. It would be a false statement if anyone claims that he loves

me while he harbors ill-will towards Ali.53
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641) Al-Asbagh says that when questioned about ‘Ali (‘a) Salman replied that he heard the Prophet (S)

say:



Blessed are you people who follow ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for verily he is the learned one. Respect him [obey
him], for he is the one who would guide you to Paradise. Whenever he calls out to you, you should rush
in response to his call. Obey whenever he commands you. For my sake, obey and be friendly to him. |

have not said anything except what God commanded me to convey to you.54
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642) ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

God has made obedience to me obligatory upon you people and has prohibited you from disobeying me.
Similarly, He has made obedience to ‘Ali obligatory upon you and has prohibited you from disobeying
him. He is my successor and legatee. He is from me and | am from him. To befriend him is a sign of
faith and hatred for him is infidelity. My friends are those who befriend him and those who oppose him
are my enemies. He is the commander of all those who are under my command. | am the commander of

all Muslim men and women. | and he are like fathers of this community.55
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643) The Prophet (S) said:

Allah has also made obedience to ‘Ali obligatory upon you in the same manner in which He made
obedience to me mandatory upon you. Like forbidding disobedience to me, Allah has forbidden
disobedience to Ali. To befriend him is faith and hatred for him is infidelity. He and | are like fathers of

this community.56
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644) The Prophet (S):

Obedience to ‘Ali is obedience to me. To disobey ‘Ali is like disobeying me.57
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645) Abu Dharr reports that the Prophet (S) said:
Obedience to me is obedience to Allah. Disobedience to me is disobedience to Allah. Obedience to ‘Al

is obedience to me. Whoever disobeys ‘Ali disobeys me.58
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646) Al-Asbagh says that when questioned about ‘Ali (‘a) Salman replied that he heard the Prophet (S)
say:

Blessed are you people who follow ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for verily he is the learned one. Respect him [obey
him], for he is the one who would guide you to Paradise. Whenever he calls out to you, you should rush
in response to his call. Obey whenever he commands you. For my sake, obey and be friendly to him. |

have not said anything except what God commanded me to convey to you. 59
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647) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best person whom | leave behind me as my chosen successor and legatee. Whoever obeys
him obeys me and whoever disobeys him, in fact, disobeys me.60
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648) Abu Hamzah narrates through ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn (‘a) who quotes that his father said that the
Prophet (S) said:

God has made it mandatory for you to obey me and forbidden you from disobeying me. He has
commanded you to follow me implicitly. Whatever is made obligatory upon you regarding me is also
made obligatory upon you regarding Ali, and of whatsoever you are prohibited concerning me is also
prohibited for you regarding Ali.61
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649) The Prophet (S) said:



Allah has made obedience to ‘Ali mandatory upon you like He had made concerning me. He has
forbidden you from disobeying ‘Ali after | am gone. Friendship with ‘Ali is faith and enmity to him is

infidelity. | and ‘Ali are like fathers to this community.62
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650) Mu’ammar lbn Khallad reports that a Persian asked Imam al-Ridha (‘a): “Is obedience to you made
obligatory?” The Imam replied in the affirmative. The man asked, “Is this like the obedience to ‘Ali (‘a)

that was made obligatory?” The Imam replied, “Of course.”63
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651) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
My loyalty to ‘Ali is dearer to me than my being his offspring because loyalty to him is obligatory, but

being his offspring is a virtue.64
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652) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the commander over my community and God’s authority, after me. Your word is my word
and your command is my command. Whatever you prohibit is also prohibited by me. Your army is my
army and my army is God’s legion. When one is chosen by Allah as the guardian over the believers, he

shall certainly be victorious.65
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‘Ali Is The Commander Of The Faithful

653) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the commander of the faithful.66
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654) The Prophet (S) said:

If only people knew when ‘Ali was conferred the title of ‘Commander of the Faithful’, they would not
hesitate to acknowledge his merit. ‘Ali was conferred the title of Amir Al-Mu’minin’ even as Adam was in
the midst of the process of being vivified. Allah said, ‘When your Lord took out the progeny of Adam and
took the covenant from them by Asking Am | not your Lord?’ and when everyone, including the angels,
affirmed, the Lord said, ‘I am your Lord, Muhammad is the Messenger and ‘Ali is the Guardian over

you.’67

Sual ol AL 1500 G Gt Sl e i (T a0 o sl Gl s a5 G

T LA P T PR L I R S S 11724325 2 2§y L R P P SEP R TR

&J‘V-AMIJWQJV?’IJJ@LQ??JI;H&?&LJ“IJLJ% sl dsds -;‘-‘-’-‘%“\9;\9)-”0-!-!64'\90-1-}9\9-“”
I I I | P

Lled (oS a0 Ul 1 G S5 il JE « ol ARG S .00 1606 (<0 Sl g
sv-gj)-!.-f*ié ;Si.[:s.»

655) The Prophet (S) said:

On the night when | ascended the skies and there remained less than the distance of the two ends of a

bow and the Lord revealed to me what He willed and said, ‘O Muhammad! Call ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib by the
title of Commander of the Faithful, for never did | confer such a title on anyone before nor would | confer

such title on anyone in future.’68

A

ol 5T st O 35 Se i Ll (1 o (ol G sl e atl oBis a5 96 206 oGyl
95 4iE a1y W (s .@;Jrﬁlﬁ_,._g& il 51 e 51 AL By IG5 AT G 5 L sl
saii Taad iy Sl

656) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
When the vicegerency of ‘Ali descended from the skies at Ghadir Khumm, the Prophet (S) declared: O

my people, Address and salute ‘Ali with the title: Amir Al-Mu’minin.

Then the two of them said, ‘Is this (command) ’ from you or is it from God?’ The Prophet (S) replied, it is
so commanded by God and also by His Messenger. ‘Ali is the commander of the faithful, and the leader
and the guide of the people with effulgent faces. On the Judgment Day, Allah will seat him on the Bridge
and he would send his friends into Paradise and his enemies into Hell.69
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657) It is narrated through Buraidah al-Aslami that the Prophet (S) told his companions:



Salute ‘Ali by the title of Amir Al-Mu’'minin.

‘Umar Ibn Khattab asked, Are we commanded by God to do so, or is it so commanded by the Prophet

alone?’

The Prophet replied, The command is from God as well as His Messenger that you should address ‘Al
by the title: Amir Al-Mu’minin.70
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658) Ja’far lon Muhammad narrates on the authority of his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the commander of the pious and chaste believers. You are the foremost leader of the
testamentary trustees and the inheritor of the wisdom of the Prophets. You are the best of all the

successors to the prophets. After me, O Ali, you are God’s Mandate over these people.71
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C) Wilayah Of Ali

The Wilayah (Guardianship) Of Imam ‘Ali

659) Regarding the verses:

Concerning what are they disputing? (78:1).
Concerning the Great News (78:2).

Al-Hafiz quotes that Al-Saddi reported that the Prophet (S) said:

This verse is revealed concerning the vicegerency of ‘Ali regarding which people would be questioned in
the grave. Neither in the east nor in the west, neither on earth nor in the seas is buried a corpse that
would escape being questioned by the angels Munkir and Nakir, about the vicegerency of Ali. They
would ask the corpse: ‘Who is your Lord? What is your faith? Who is your Prophet and who is your

Imam?’72
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660) Abu Basir narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the verse
“Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger is indeed the triumphant one” (33:71).

was revealed with reference to the vicegerency of ‘Ali and after him to the Imams from his progeny.73
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661) Abd al-Rahman Ibn Kasir narrates from his father who said that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said that his
ancestors narrated that the Prophet (S) told his companions:

O my companions, God has commanded you to submit to the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. After
me, he is your leader and guardian over you. Never should you oppose him, because you would then
become infidels. Do not part from him, because then you would be lost. Allah created ‘Ali as an effulgent

and clear sign that distinguishes faith from hypocrisy.

Whoever befriends him would be a believer and whoever bears hatred for him, would be a hypocrite.
Allah has appointed ‘Ali as my successor-legatee and made him a beacon of guidance for my
community, after me. He is the inheritor of my wisdom and my heir in my family. | shall complain to Allah
against anyone who harassed him.74
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662) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
The guardianship of ‘Ali is indeed like the guardianship of Allah. To adore him is like supplicating to
Allah. To obey him is God’s mandate. His friends are friends of Allah and his enemies are the enemies

of Allah. To fight him is to fight God and to be in peace with him is to be in peace with God.75
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663) Ammar lbn Yasir reports that the Prophet (S) said:

It is revealed to me that with me in Paradise would be those who have faith in the guardianship of ‘Ali Ibn
Abu Talib because whoever has faith in him believes in me, and whoever believes me, confesses his
faith in Allah.76

wu_lua @1_,43; g;ygggb;fg,;:;jl;ejf sl e L a5’ JG ;;Jlé;/wl;;,;/,&;;,;

o~ 3g

ar J5i a8 L;y;i el @% ISEPIVIRN| e

664) Imam ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) narrated through authentic sources from his ancestors that the
Prophet (S) said:

Whoever desires to board the ark of salvation and to hold fast to the rope of Allah, should adore ‘Ali and
the rightly guided Imams from his progeny who are the vicegerents, legatees and mandates of Allah
after me and who are the leaders of the community leading the pious to Paradise. He should also abhor
and detest their enemies. Their partisans are my supporters and my supporters belong to the party of
Allah, and those who support their enemies are the partisans of Satan.77
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665) It is authentically reported through Ammar that the Prophet (S) said:

| call upon everyone who has declared his faith in me and testified to my prophethood, should also
declare their faith in the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. Whoever befriends him, befriends me and
whoever befriends me, befriends Allah. Whoever adores him adores me and whoever adores me,

adores Allah. Whoever is his enemy is my enemy and my enemy is an enemy of Allah.78

P [ P s £ e T of, 2 @ s f s % - ° & qp 3250 - s
C%O‘f‘giﬁmﬁ@wl&‘gféﬁl:Jugbf{#d‘u”&‘é%{!—dldl‘ﬂuggmylwﬁ%@;ﬁ)
i g in D AT ey A 5 A 5 e 9 A6 895 0 e T o mle i Gl

A P

QN Jaiil 488 il B el 288 L3 1as . aun AT A5,

666) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever desires to live and die like me and to reside forever in Paradise which Allah has promised to
me, then he should adore Ali, for he is the one who would never fail to guide you nor would he let you go

astray.79
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667) It is reported that pointing to ‘Ali (‘a) the Prophet (S) said:

This ‘Ali here is a treasure of God. Whoever, now and at all times to come, befriends him has indeed
fulfilled his covenant with God and discharged his obligations. On the other hand, whoever bears enmity
towards him now and in future will be raised blind and deaf on the Judgment Day and there shall be no

excuse before God for forgiving the transgressor.80
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668) Jabir says that Ibn Mas’ud said that the Prophet (S) said:
Allah has forbidden hellfire on anyone who declares his faith and adores ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. Allah’s curse
be upon those who oppose Ali, confront him, and bear enmity towards him. The relationship between me

and ‘Al is like the one between the eyeball and eyelid.81
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669) The Prophet (S) said:
Allah revealed: | shall admit into Paradise, whosoever it may be, if he has faith in Me, in My messenger

and his vicegerent.82
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670) Abu Dharr narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

Whoever desires to live like me and die like me and to have his eternal abode in the Paradise created by
my Lord, should acknowledge ‘Ali as his guardian, after me. He should befriend his friends and abide by
the Imams succeeding him. They are my offspring created from my flesh and blood and Allah has
endowed them with my wisdom. Owe upon my followers who deny their merits, for such deniers would

be deprived of my intercession.83
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671) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to attain salvation should adhere to the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for he is the

greatest of all truthful men and the eminent distinguisher and the Imam of all Muslims.84
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672) Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

Whoever wishes to cross the Bridge as fast as a storm and desires that he be admitted into Paradise
without accounting, should befriend my vicegerent, legatee and the guardian over my community. Those
wishing to have their eternal abode in Hell are welcome to deny his guardianship. By the Majesty and
Honor of my Lord, ‘Ali is the gateway to Allah and the only access. He is the straight path and it is
regarding [the acknowledgement of] his guardianship that people would be questioned on Doomsday.85
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673) Muhammad lbn Fudhayl narrates through Abu’l-Hasan (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
Ali’s guardianship is mentioned in the scriptures of every prophet. God did not send any prophet without
their first acknowledging the messengership of Muhammad and the guardianship of Ali.86
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674) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah quotes Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as saying in one of his sermons:
| am the leader of humanity and the legatee of the best of men and the father of a generation of
immaculate guides. | am the brother, trustee and vicegerent and friend of the Prophet. | am the
commander of the faithful, guide to the people of effulgent faces, foremost of all testamentary trustees.
To fight against me is to fight against God. To enter into a peace treaty with me is to earn peace from
God. Obedience to me is obedience to Allah and my guardianship is the guardianship of God. My agents
are friends and helpers of God.87
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675) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
Whoever reposes faith in Ali, in fact, reposes faith in me and reposing faith in me is to repose faith in
God.88

A& Y s @yy;;;&rcg;ywubmmn&mmndw JG ]G rucgtgugdumyu
J25 5o am Js.

676) The Prophet (S) said:

Of whomsoever | am the guardian, ‘Ali is also his guardian.89
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677) Zayd Ibn Argam narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Know ye, God is the Guardian of everything. | am the guardian of believers and of whomsoever | am the
guardian ‘Ali is also his guardian.90
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678) The Prophet (S) said:

After the Messenger of God, ‘Ali is supreme over all men.91
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679) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to confess his faith in me and attest to my veracity should have faith in ‘Ali Ibn Abu

Talib, for loyalty to him is loyalty to me, and loyalty to me is loyalty to Allah.92
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680) Muhammad lbn Sa’d al-Ansari reported from ‘Umar Ibn Abdullah Ibn Ya’la Ibn Murrah reported
through his ancestor Ya’la who narrates that the Prophet (S) told Ali:

After me, you are the guardian over men. Obedience to you is obedience to me and to forsake you is to



forsake me.93
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681) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Allah revealed that if the entire humanity had agreed upon the vicegerency of ‘Ali there would have been

no need to create hell.94
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682) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to have his abode close to the palace of Abraham in Paradise and escape hellfire,
should have faith in Ai Ion Abu Talib.95
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683) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to hold fast to the rope of Allah and not go astray, should hold fast to the vicegerency
of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for loyalty to him is loyalty to me and obedience to him is obedience to me.96
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684) Regarding the verse
“Let the faithful be given the glad tidings that for them is a great reward with their God” (10:2).
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported that the Prophet (S) said:

This verse was revealed concerning Amir Al-Mu’minin Ali.97
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685) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever desires salvation and to escape the mischief that would arise after me, should hold fast to the
vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for he is the most truthful and the majestic discerner. After me, he is
the leader over every Muslim. Whoever follows him in this world would meet me at the spring in
Paradise. Whoever disobeys him shall neither find him nor find me; trembling he would be taken to the
left and cast into hell.98
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686) lbn Zarif narrates that Imam Abu Ja’far quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
Gabriel descended and told me: O Muhammad, your Lord commands you to the love for ‘Ali and to
establish his vicegerency.99
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687) Jabir narrates that Imam Abu Ja’far (‘a) quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
Those who die in a state of refusing to abide by the vicegerency of Ali, refute his merits and shelter his

enemies, have indeed died as pagans. 100
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688) Ibn Mas’ud narrates: | witnessed the Prophet (S) holding ‘Ali (‘a) by the hand and saying:

This is guardian of every believer and | am his guardian.101
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689) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is my representative in this world and the next. 102
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690) Salman Al-Farsi and Abu Dharr al Ghifari narrate that the Prophet (S) said:

Of whomsoever | am a guardian, ‘Ali is also his guardian; of whomsoever, | am the leader ‘Ali is also his

leader.”103
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691) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever to the guardianship of Allah and ‘Ali shall have no fear of chastisement. 104
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692) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) told his companions:
O my companions, Allah has ordered you to submit to the vicegerency of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for after me,
he is your guardian and leader. If you rebel against him you would become disbelievers and if you

forsake him you would go astray and be lost. 105
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693) Mufadhdhal narrates through Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:

Allah has appointed ‘Ali as the beacon between Him and His creatures. Whoever testifies to his
guardianship is redeemed and whoever refutes his guardianship becomes an infidel. Those who do not
cognize him are lost and those who harbour enmity towards him are idolaters. Whoever is raised on
Doomsday with love for ‘Ali in his heart would be admitted into paradise and those who deny him would

be consigned to hell. 106
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694) Regarding the verse

“Inform the faithful that for them there is an everlasting reward” (8:24).



Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

The verse was revealed concerning the guardianship of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. 107
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695) Sabbah Muzni narrates that Abu Abdullah Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
The Prophet ascended the skies a hundred and twenty times and every time he was presented the
guardianship of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and the Immaculate Imams from his progeny before God presented

any other mandate. 108
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696) Zayd Ibn Argam narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to live like me, die like me and enter the promised Paradise, should follow ‘Ali after me,

for he would never fail to guide you along the right path or let you go astray. 109
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697) Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

It is ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib who is mentioned as the strong rope of Allah that men are advised to hold fast

without creating division and dissension. Whoever let go of this rope forsakes faith.110
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698) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever denies the guardianship of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and dies in that state, would meet the Lord when
the Lord would send His terrible wrath on him and the Lord would refuse to recognize any of his

deeds. 111
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699) The Prophet (S) said:

After me, ‘Ali is the guardian of every believing man and woman. 112

700) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
| hold the command and authority over the souls of men. After me, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the commander

and authority over them.113
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701) Ammar Ibn Yasir narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

To all those who have acknowledged my messengership and reposed their faith in me, | recommend

that they should acknowledge the guardianship of ‘Ali after me. Whoever is his friend is my friend and
my friend is a friend of God. Whoever is his enemy is my enemy too and whoever is my enemy is an

enemy of God. 114
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702) Samarah Ibn Jundab narrates: The Prophet (S) said:

Of whomsoever | am a prophet, this ‘Ali is his guardian. 115
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703) The Prophet (S) said:
Of whomsoever | am the guardian, this ‘Ali is also his guardian.116
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704) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the guardian of every believer.117
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705) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to hold on to the strong, unbreakable grip should hold fast to the guardianship of my
brother ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib. Anyone doing so would not be lost or destroyed and anyone who harbors

enmity towards him shall not attain salvation.118
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706) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the guardian appointed by God. 119
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707) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Those who deny the guardianship and authority of ‘Ali are similar to idolaters. 120
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708) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quotes the Prophet (S) as saying:
Those who would adhere steadfastly to the guardianship of ‘Ali would be the virtuous ones. 121
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709) The Prophet (S) said:
God cannot be cognized except through me or through you. One who rejects your guardianship, in fact,
denies the Lordship of Allah. 122

-5 8% I N 3 RS ad

LS A G e G e Gedls ale A0 (Tla ainr gl b

710) Salih Ibn Maytham quotes his father as saying he heard Ibn Abbas saying that the Prophet (S)
said:

One who meets Allah in a state of denial of the guardianship indeed meets Allah in His wrath and Allah

would not approve of any deeds of such a person.123
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Obedience To Ali’'s Guardianship Is My Fortress

711) It is reported through ‘Ali lbn Bilal from ‘Ali Ion Musa al-Ridha (‘a); from Ja’far lbn Muhammad (‘a);
from Muhammad lbn ‘Ali (‘a); from ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn (‘a); from al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a); from ‘Ali Ibn Abu
Talib (‘a); from the Prophet (S); from the angels Gabriel, Michael and Israfeel; from the Sacred Tablet
[al-lawh al-mahfuz] and the Pen that the Almighty Lord said:

The guardianship of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my strong fortress and whoever enters this fortress has earned

asylum from Hellfire. 124
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D) Caliphate Of Ali

The Prophet Appoints ‘Ali As His Successor

712) The Prophet (S) said:
Know ye men that ‘Ali is my legatee, the leader of all testamentary trustee, commander of the virtuous
and the faithful and my successor, heir, and vicegerent over all men. He is the progenitor of the

immaculate and infallible Imams. To obey him is to obey me and to cognize him is to cognize me. 125

ol Guand Gl Te IRy Suthll Ak <Gl A Gl S 91l Gl dun Joa 30 o2
o 882 o PRSP

"é_;:).’.n 4.]3:).’.0:9 ‘%;“};:Ua dels :).l.fL;ajI ;ﬁl.

713) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
| was being taken to my Lord, | heard a voice calling out: ‘O Muhammad!’ | replied, at Your service, My
Majestic Master!’

Then Allah revealed to me: ‘O Muhammad, what were the angels discussing?’ | replied, ‘My Lord, | do

not know.’

He asked, ‘O Muhammad, why have you not chosen your heir, successor, vizier, and brother, to
succeed after you?’ | replied, ‘My Lord, whom should | choose? You choose for me.’

God replied, ‘O Muhammad, from among all men | have chosen ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.” | asked ‘My paternal



uncle’s son?’

Allah then revealed, ‘O Muhammad, ‘Ali is your successor. After you, he shall inherit your knowledge
and wisdom. He is your standard-bearer and on the Day of Resurrection, he shall carry the banner of
glory. He is the owner of your spring in heaven. He shall satiate the thirst of every believer from your

community.’

The Lord then added, ‘I have taken this oath truly: none bearing enmity towards you or the Ahl al-Bayt
and the members of your family shall be allowed to approach the Spring to quench their thirst.”126
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714) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:
After me, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the authority over you and he is my heir and successor among you. 127
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715) The Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my legatee. 128
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716) Abu Dharr al-Ghifari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
| am the last of the Prophets and you, O Ali, are the last of the testamentary trustees until Doomsday. 129
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717) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are the spouse of the doyenne of all women and you are the vicegerent of the best of the
Prophets. 130
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718) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quotes his father who related from his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said,
Gabriel has revealed to me that the Lord said:

Whoever believes that there is no but Me who deserves to be worshipped, Muhammad is My devotee
and messenger, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is My deputy, and the Imams from his progeny are My Mandates on
earth, | shall admit him into heaven by My munificence and mercy, keep him away from the fire, call him

unto me to honor him, complete my bounties with him, and declare him among my partisans.

| shall also answer him whenever calls me, answer his prayers whenever he supplicates to me, grant his
every wish, and if he does not desire, | shall provide him. Even if he indulges in error, | shall make it into
a bounty. If he tries to escape away from Me, | shall draw him back to Me, and if he returns, | shall

welcome him. If he knocks on My door of munificence, | shall open them for him.

Conversely, anyone who does not declare that there is no god but Me, or if he makes such declaration
but does not believe that Muhammad is My messenger and true worshipper, or if he believes in
Muhammad’s messengership but does not believe in the vicegerency of Ali, or if he believes in the
vicegerency of ‘Ali but denies the Imams from his progeny and My authority over men and thus deny My

Bounties, such a person indeed is an infidel and apostate denying My signs and scriptures.

If such a person approaches Me, | shall become an obstacle for him, reject his prayers, and refuse to
respond when he calls to Me. | shall shatter his hopes as due recompense from Me. Never am | unjust
towards My devotees. 131
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719) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the best of all testamentary trustees. 132
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720) The Prophet (S) said:

After me, ‘Ali is my heir over the members of my family and over my community. 133
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721) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the last of the testamentary trustees. 134
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722) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrates that his ancestors quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:

O Ali, you are the one who will discharge my obligations and you are my deputy over my community. 135
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723) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee and deputy. Whoever disputes your trusteeship or deputation, is
not from among my people and | shall be his avowed enemy on Doomsday. 136
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724) Salman Al-Farsi reports that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is my trustee, keeper of my secrets, and the best of men whom | shall leave behind. 137
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725) The Prophet (S) said:
Every Prophet left behind a testamentary trustee as his successor and this ‘Ali here is my testamentary

trustee and my heir. 138
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726) lbn Abbas narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee. God has ordered me to make you my testamentary trustee. You
are my heir and successor. God has ordered me to make you my heir and successor. You are the one
who would resolve the dispute that would arise after me in my community. Among the people of my
community, you shall occupy my position [place]. Your word shall be my word and your order shall be
my order. Obedience to you is indeed obedience to me and to obey me is to obey God. Disobedience to

you shall amount to disobeying me and disobeying me is disobeying God. 139
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727) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, you are my testamentary trustees and deputy. Whoever disputes your trusteeship or deputation, is
not from among my people and | shall be his avowed enemy on Doomsday. 140
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728) Muhammad Ibn Furat narrates from Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) who quoted from his ancestors that the
Prophet (S) said:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is God’s deputy and my deputy, mandate of God and my mandate, and the door to
God and the door leading to me. He is the chosen by God and me, a friend of God and me, the beloved
of God and me, and the sword of God and me. 141
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729) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:



O my people, know that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is God’s deputy. 142
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730) On sound authority it is reported that Ibn Abbas heard the Prophet say:
Gabriel said that he heard Allah say: ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib is My deputy over My creatures. Whoever
opposes him opposes Me and whoever forsakes him forsakes Me. 143
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731) The Prophet (S) said:
This ‘Ali is my deputy appointed over you. Listen to him and obey him. 144
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732) ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
My brother, my deputy and my testamentary trustee for you is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. Hearken to him and
obey him. 145
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733) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, Allah has ordered me to choose you as my brother and testamentary trustee. You are my brother,
my testamentary trustee, and my deputy over my people during my life and after my death. Whoever
obeys you, obeys me. Whoever opposes you is my opponent. Whoever denies you, denies me.
Whoever hurts you, hurts me. 146

e QA: Sl Gngs W WaaTT )An an g e Gl gle dun Fe a5 J6 oyl

L - G o0 s o P TV I

A88 ol 53 (e e Calad 068 olie Talas (o . g 06 olad (e . %6 sl ils 3 Dl ode il

R

ENCRCONTIO S

734) Salman Al-Farsi narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
My testamentary trustee, the keeper of my secrets and the best inheritance to be left by me is ‘Ali Ibn



Abu Talib. He will discharge my obligations and fulfill my promises. 147
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735) The Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my beloved, my vizier, my deputy, and the best of inheritance to be left by me. He

will discharge my obligation and fulfill my promises. 148
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736) Ibn Abbas narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) tell ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee. God has ordered me to make you my testamentary trustee. You
are my heir and successor. God has ordered me to make you my heir and successor. You are the one
who would resolve the dispute that would arise after me in my community. Among the people of my
community, you shall occupy my position. Your word shall be my word and your order shall be my order.
Obedience to you is indeed obedience to me and to obey me is to obey God. Disobedience to you shall

amount to disobeying me and disobeying me is disobeying God. 149
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737) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee. To fight you is to fight me and to keep peace with you is tom
maintain peace with me. You are the parent of the Eleven Immaculate Imams the last of whom is Mahdi
and he shall establish justice and equity upon the earth. Woe upon his enemies. O Ali, if, to earn the
pleasure of God, anyone adores you and your Immaculate progeny, such a person would be raised in
the company of you and your progeny. You would be standing beside me on the elevated place with me,
allotting a place in paradise for your friends and allotting a place in hell for your enemies. 150
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738) Anas Ibn Malik narrates that Salman asked the Prophet (S) as to who would be his heir. The
Prophet (S) replied,

O Salman, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my heir and my testamentary trustee who would discharge my obligations
and fulfill my promises. 151
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739) Jabir lbn Ju’fi says that he heard Jabir lbn Abdullah al-Ansari say that he heard the Prophet (S)
told ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a):

O Ali, you are my brother, my testamentary trustee, and my deputy over my people during my life and

after my death. Your friend is my friend and your enemy is my enemy. 152
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740) The Prophet (S) said:

God has commanded me to establish ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib as the commander, leader, and deputy. 153

’%ci %

Ganss dulag Lobofy Lale Gle gl G oal aun 5] -G (cuin 3) 4T 4l i sla @JJIQL

741) Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) quoted from his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the deputy of God and me, the mandate of God and me, the door to God and me,
the chosen by God and me, the friend of God and me, the beloved of God and me, and the sword of
God and me. He is my brother, companion, advisor, and testamentary trustee and heir. Whoever loves
him, loves me; whoever is against him, is against me. His friend is my friend. His enemy is my enemy.
My daughter is his spouse and his progeny is indeed my progeny. To fight him is to fight me. His word is
my word. His command is my command. He is the Prince of all testamentary trustees. He is the best

person in my whole community. 154
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742) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee and my vicegerent. Your order is my order. What you forbid is
forbidden by me. | swear by Him who endowed me with prophethood and made me the best of all
creation, you are indeed the proof of Allah upon His creatures; the trustee of Revelation; God’s deputy
upon the worshippers. You are the guardian over every Muslim and the Imam of every believer; foremost
among the pious.

On account of your guardianship, my community will receive Divine Mercy. On account of enmity
towards you, your opponents would deserve the Divine Curse. My successors are twelve men of whom

you are the first, the Rising Imam is the last, and by the will of the Lord, he shall conquer the east and
the west. 155
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743) Salman narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Know ye, O my people! This ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee. 156
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744) A’amash reports that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted his narrators who said that the

Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you are my brother, my heir, my testamentary trustee. Your friend is my friend and your enemy is
my enemy. O Ali, my self and you are like two fathers to this community. O Ali, my self, you and the
Imams from our progeny are the leaders in this world and the authorities in the hereafter. Whoever

cognizes us cognizes God, and whoever denies us denies God. 157
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745) The Prophet (S) said:
For my community, ‘Ali is my deputy. 158
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746) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is my vizier.159
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747) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, you are my brother, my heir, the discharger of my obligations and my successor after me. 160

a3 e AT 15 6 eyl ol Sl Ty e dun Ta a5 J6.

748) Salman narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee. 161
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749) The Prophet (S) said:

From among my people, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my brother, my vizier, and my testamentary trustee. 162
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750) Muhammad Ibn Abu Umayr narrates from Sulayman Ibn Mahran who said that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
quoted his ancestors who reported that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother and | am your brother. O Ali, you are from me and | am from you. O Ali, you
are my testamentary trustee and heir and you are the Proof from Allah over my community. Those who

adore you are virtuous and those who oppose you are the wretched ones. 163
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751) The Prophet (S) said:
O worshippers of Allah, obey my brother and testamentary trustee ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for thus commands
Allah. 164
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752) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my deputy over my community during my life and after my demise. You are to me like the
Prophet Seth was to Adam, Sam was to Noah, Ishmael was to Abraham, Joshua was to Moses, and
Simon was to Jesus. O Ali, you are my testamentary trustee and my heir. O Ali, you are the commander
of the faithful, leader of Muslims, leader of the people of radiant faces, and the distinguisher of the

virtuous. 165

e i€ Cils NPV T A R T o] e el Gile T a5 JG
e il P2 G e e 50085 s e 155 paalll e Jae afSs e s m iy 23T

-

el Duag s Cnlanldt 53l Wil Gualunadl AGL5 Cuiaall Sual Sl Hide G GIG & o)) o 51550

753) The Prophet (S) said:
Allah is your Lord, Muhammad is your Prophet, and ‘Ali is your leader. He is my testamentary trustee

and successor during my life and thereafter. 166
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754) The Prophet (S) was holding ‘Ali (‘a) by his hand. Pointing to ‘Ali (‘a) he (S) said:

After me, he is my heir. Hearken to him and obey him. 167
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755) The Prophet (S) said:
Every Prophet left behind a testamentary trustee as successor and this ‘Ali here is my testamentary

trustee and heir. 168
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756) In Musnad Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, it is reported that Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman said that some

companions asked, “O Prophet, will you not leave anyone behind as your successor over us?”

The Prophet (S) replied,
If you choose ‘Ali as your authority you will find him a true enlightened guide and he will guide you along
the straight path. 169
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757) Salman Al-Farsi narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee, deputy, and the best of all men whom | would leave

behind me and who would discharge my obligations and fulfill my promises. 170
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758) Salman Al-Farsi narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the best of inheritance that | shall leave behind me.171
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759) Abu Bakr narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the best of the inheritance that | shall leave behind me. Whoever obeys him, obeys me; whoever
forsakes him, forsakes me.172
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760) Ibn Abbas reports on sound authority that while the Prophet (S) was sitting with his companions in
the Masjid Quba, he told ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a):

O Ali, you are my brother and | am your brother. O Ali, after me you are the testamentary trustee,
vicegerent, and successor over my community. May God be a friend to one who holds you dear and
may God be an enemy of those who harbors enmity towards you; Allah’s wrath be upon those who
irritate you; may Allah help those who help you; may Allah humiliate those who desist from helping
you. 173
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761) Jabir reports that the Prophet (S) said, Gabriel descended and said: O Muhammad, the Lord has



asked me to tell you:
“Ali Ion Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee and vicegerent over the members of your family and over

your community. 174
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762) Salman narrates that at the last moments of his life, the Prophet (S) said:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the best of heritage that | am leaving behind me. 175
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763) The Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the best of heritage that | am leaving behind me. 176
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764) It is authoritatively reported through Imam Abu Abdullah al-Sadiq (‘a) who quoted his ancestors
who said that the Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee, heir and vicegerent. 177
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765) Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (‘a) reports:
On the Judgment Day, a voice will reverberate asking: ‘Where is God’s vicegerent on earth?’ Prophet
David would stand up when it will be said to him, ‘No doubt, you were God’s representative, but we did

not mean you.’

Once again the voice will ask, ‘Where is God’s deputy on earth?’ This time ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) would
stand up and the voice would say: ‘O mankind, this ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is My deputy on earth and proof on
My devotees. Whoever had held on to the rope of love for him on earth, do so now, receive the radiance

from him and under his command proceed towards the best of places in Paradise.’

The Imam said:
At that moment, whoever held the rope of love for ‘Ali would proceed towards Paradise. 178
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766) Imam ‘Ali (‘a):
Among you, | am the successor to the Prophet. | shall establish the boundaries of religion for you and
invite you towards Paradise. 179
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767) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother, vizier and the best of all men after me. 180
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768) It is authoritatively reported through Imam Abu Abdullah al-Sadiq (‘a) who quoted his ancestors
who said that the Prophet (S) said:

“Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my testamentary trustee, heir and vicegerent. 181
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769) The Prophet (S) said:

God has chosen prophethood for me, and testamentary trusteeship for Ali. 182
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770) The Prophet (S) said:

O my companions, this ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is my trustee, my deputy, and my vicegerent over you, during
my life and thereafter. He is the most truthful and great distinguisher. He will differentiate good from evil.
He is Allah’s door through which He delivers His bounties. He is a means for and a proof of Him.
Whoever cognizes him, cognizes me; whoever denies him, denies me and whoever obeys him, obeys
me. 183
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‘Ali Is The Best Of All Testamentary Trustees

771) The Prophet (S) said:

There are one hundred and twenty-four thousand prophets of God. | am the chief over all of them and
the best and most respected of them all. Every Messenger nominated his testamentary trustee as his
successor as commanded by Allah. My testamentary trustee is ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib. He is the chief all

testamentary trustees, the best of them all and the blessed one in the eyes of Allah. 184
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772) Imam ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha narrates that his father Musa Ibn Ja’far heard from his father Ja’far lbn
Muhammad who heard from his father Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali who heard from his father ‘Ali Ibn al-Husayn
(‘a), who heard from al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) who heard from ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a), who said that he
heard the Prophet (S) say:

| take pride that out of the one hundred and twenty-four thousand prophets that Allah created, | am the
most honored Messenger. God also created one hundred and twenty-four thousand testamentary
trustees among all of whom, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the best and most honored one. 185
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773) The Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ibn Abu Talib whom | am going to nominate as my heir is the best and dearest among all my family

members. 186
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‘Ali Is The Chief Of All Testamentary Trustees

774) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is the chief of all testamentary trustees. 187
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775) Sa’id Ibn Jubayr quotes that A’ishah said that she heard the Prophet (S) say:

| am the chief of those who had preceded and those who are to come. ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the chief of
all testamentary trustees. In my community, he is my brother, vizier, heir, successor. Obedience to him is
mandatory and nobility consists in following him. Love for him is a means to get nearer to God. His
legions are God’s legions. His partisans are partisans of Allah. His friends are friends of Allah. His
enemies are enemies of God. He is the leader of al Muslims and after me, he shall be the guardian and

commander of the faithful. 188
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776) The Prophet (S) said:
Know that ‘Ali is the leader of the testamentary trustees, foremost among the pious, my heir and
successor upon all men. He is the progenitor of the Imams. Obedience to him is obedience to me and

cognizing him is like cognizing me. 189
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777) Imam Husayn (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
“Ali Ion Abu Talib is Allah’s designated deputy and my successor; he is Allah’s mandate and my
mandate. He is my brother, my vizier, my testamentary trustee, and the Chief over all testamentary
trustees. He is the best of my community. 190
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778) Al-Asbagh Ibn Nubatah narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said:



| am the Prophet’s heir, vizier, successor. | am the one chosen by the Prophet. | am his companion. | am
the son of the Prophet’s paternal grandfather. | am the spouse of his daughter and the father of his
progeny. | am the chief of all testamentary trustees. | am the testamentary trustee of the chief of all
Prophets. | am the majestic proof, the noble sign, and the great similitude. | am the door to Muhammad.
Among inhabitants of the earth, | am the unbreakable rope, the pious word, and the trustee of Allah. 191

4155 80535 Al sk’ Bl T :230u Gl Guredall Sal 9 206 G ~°’t:4§2{lc,}.‘.slﬁu;ﬂg
? A e £ 33 - N

¥ Ajyrjmrcxjmndy)ﬁu_.l BT a iy allll Js {siln BT dinas Jm“mn}biu;
i’;,jrlj u;wrgujrqud‘ysyrijj;nﬁ(wgmyb‘wulm G .c :;rfy.,wﬁ;ﬂ;&gr

£
]

é £ < s3°
fo

Ll Jal e 8<5 (JG Al Sl (o3 2AKG (3.

‘Ali And Hadith Al-Manzilah

779) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
This ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib is the blood from my blood, flesh from my flesh. For me, he is just like what Aaron
was to Moses except that there shall be no other Prophet after me. 192
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780) Jabir Ibn Abdullah narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
For me, you are just like what Aaron was to Moses except that there shall be no other Prophet after
me. 193
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781) It is narrated by Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali Ibn Abu
Talib (‘a):
You are to me like Hibatullah was to Adam, like Sam was to Noah, like Isaac was to Abraham, like

Aaron was to Moses and like Simon was to Jesus except that after me there shall be no prophet. 194
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782) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told Umm Salamah:



This is ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. His blood is my blood and his flesh is my flesh and he is to me like what Aaron

was to Moses, except that there shall be no prophet after me.195

783) The Prophet (S) told ‘Al (‘a):

Are you not content that your relationship with me is like that of Aaron to Moses?196
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784) Mus’ab |bn Sa’wd relates that when the Prophet (S) left for the battle of Tabuk, he appointed ‘Ali
(‘a) as his deputy. ‘Ali (‘a) therefore asked, “Would you appoint me your deputy over women and

children?”

The Prophet (S) replied,
Are you not content that your relationship with me is like that of Aaron to Moses, except that there shall

be no prophet after me?197
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785) Sa’id Ibn Musayyab narrates that ‘Ali (‘a) said that while going to the battle of Tabuk, the Prophet
(S) said:
| am leaving you among my people, as my deputy. ‘Ali (‘a) asked the Prophet (S), “Would you nominate

your successor to succeed after you?”

The Prophet (S) said:
Are you not content that your relationship with me is like that of Aaron to Moses, except that there shall

be no prophet after me?198
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786) The Prophet (S) said:
For me, ‘Ali is like Aaron was to Moses. 199
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E) Consequences Of The Revolt Against Ali

The Revolt Against Imam Ali

787) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

As long as you adhere to the vicegerency of Ali, you would neither go astray nor would suffer ignominy.
If you dispute with him, you would certainly go astray and suffer ignominy. Be virtuous, for ‘Ali is the
promise of Allah.200
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788) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) told him:

You would be put to test and through you people would be put to test. Know that you are a guide to
those who follow you and whoever opposes you by word or deed is doomed to be forever
bewildered.201
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Whoever Confronts Ali

789) It is reported from lbn ‘Umar that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, Whoever disputes with you, disputes with me and whoever raises a dispute with me, disputes with
God.202
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790) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

Whoever disputes with ‘Ali after my death is indeed an infidel, and whoever equates him [to others] is
like one who attributes a partner to Allah. His friend is a true believer and his enemy is a hypocrite.
Whoever follows him reached the ultimate goal. Whoever fights him abandons the religion and whoever

disobeys his command perishes. ‘Ali on earth is the radiance of God’s mandate upon His creatures.203
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Enmity Towards Ali

791) The Prophet (S) said:

He who is an enemy of ‘Ali is indeed an enemy of Allah.204
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Claiming Precedence Over Ali

792) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, none but an unbelieving infidel would claim precedence over you; and none but an unbelieving
infidel would abandon you. You are Allah’s radiance and His mandate among men. Upon the enemies of
Allah, you are His sword. You are the heir to the wisdom of the Prophets. You are the glorious word of
God. You are the glorious sign of God. Bereft of your guardianship, the faith of men would not be
accepted.205
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793) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
After my death, no one but a rank infidel would claim precedence over you. The denizens of the heavens

address you as: The Commander of the Faithful.206
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794) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, after my death, no one but a rank infidel would claim precedence over you. None but a rank infidel
would oppose you. The denizens of the heavens address you as: the Commander of the Faithful.207
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Denial Of Imamate Is Indeed Denial Of Prophethood

795) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever questions Ali’s leadership after me, in fact, questions my prophethood and whoever questions

my prophethood, questions the Lordship of Allah.208
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796) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
When one questions Ali’s leadership after me, it is as if he has questioned my prophethood during my

life and whoever questions my prophethood, questions the Lordship of Allah.209
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797) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, whoever refutes you or anyone of the immaculate ones from your progeny, in fact, refutes me.210
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798) Muhammad Ibn al-Fadhl narrates from ‘Ali Ion Musa al-Ridha (‘a) who quoted his ancestors as
saying that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

You and the Immaculate among your progeny are God’s mandate and signs for me. Whoever denies
anyone of you, in fact, denies me. Whoever forsakes anyone of you, in fact, forsakes me. Whoever
betrays anyone of you, betrays me. Whoever chooses anyone of you as means of deliverance indeed
chooses me as his means of deliverance. Whoever obeys anyone of you, in effect obeys me. Whoever
adores anyone of you, adores me. Whoever nourishes hatred for anyone of you, is my enemy. All and
each of you is from me, made from the same substance from which | was made and therefore | too am

from you.211
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799) It is narrated from al-Husayn Ibn Abi’l-Ala’ that he said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say:



If the denizens of the earth deny ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, Allah would punish them all and throw them into
Hell.212
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Preferring Others To ‘Ali

800) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever considers any of my companions to be superior to ‘Ali is guilty of infidelity.213
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801) Abu Dharr Ghifari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Do not consider anyone to be equal to Ali, otherwise, you would become infidels. Do not consider
anyone to be superior to Ali, otherwise, you would become renegade.214
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Part 4: Love Of Ali, Merits Of The Shia Of ‘Ali
And The Consequences Of Hatred For Ali

A) Love For Ali

The Love For ‘Ali

802) Sa’id Ibn Tarif narrates that Imam Abu Ja’far quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
Gabriel descended and informed me that God has commanded me about friendship and guardianship of
Ali.1
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803) Musa Ibn Isma’il narrates that his father reported from his grandfather who reported from Ja’far Ibn
Muhammad (‘a) who quoted his ancestors as saying that Jabir said that the Prophet (S) said:
Gabriel brought a green-colored leaf on which it was written in white letters: | have made love for ‘Al

obligatory on my creatures. Do proclaim this message among men.2
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804) From al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) the narration is traced to Sa’d Ibn Abadah who narrated



that the Prophet (S) said:

When | ascended the heavens and there was less than the space of two bows left, | heard a voice
proclaiming, ‘O Muhammad, whom do you consider your friend on earth?’ | replied, ‘1 am a friend of him
who is a friend of God and whose love God has commanded.’” Then a voice proclaimed, ‘O Muhammad,

be friend of Ali, for | am his friend and a friend of his friends.3
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805) The Prophet (S) said:
Adore Ali, for indeed God loves him.4
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806) The Prophet (S) said:

‘Ali is your guardian after me, for he scrupulously abides by what he is commanded [by God].5
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807) It is reported from Abu Sa’id al al-Khidri that the Prophet (S) said:

Adore Ali, for he is from my flesh and blood. May God curse that group of my followers who waste my

advice and forget my will about [nominating him] him, for such men there shall be no reward.6
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Results Of Love For ‘Ali

808) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever loves ‘Ali loves me. Allah is pleased with those who love me and Paradise is the reward for
those who please Allah.7
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809) It is reported through Hars that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) said:
Those who adore me shall see me on Doomsday as they wish and those who opposed me shall see me

as he would not like to see me.8
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810) The Prophet (S) said:
For everyone who loves Ali, God has written an exemption from Hell and protection from hypocrisy, a

safe passage on the Bridge, and asylum from His fury.9
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811) The Prophet (S) said:

The face of everyone who loves ‘Ali would glow like the full moon on Doomsday. 10
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812) The Prophet (S) said:
To those who adore Ali, an angel from beneath the Heavens would cry out: O My devotee, start carrying
out your deeds, for God has forgiven all your sins. 11
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813) The Prophet (S) said:
The sins of those who adore ‘Ali would certainly be forgiven. 12
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814) The Prophet (S) said:
The angels would welcome those who adore ‘Ali and die loving him and the spirits of the Prophets would

be waiting to see them. 13
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815) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who adore ‘Ali wholeheartedly would earn a third of the rewards of this community. Those who
adore ‘Ali wholeheartedly and also express their love for him through their speech shall earn two-thirds
of the rewards of this community. Those who adore ‘Ali wholeheartedly, express their love for him
through their speech and support him through their deeds shall be entitled to the entire reward of this
community. Gabriel informs me that fortunate is he who loves ‘Ali during his life and after his death. 14
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816) Yahya Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:
For those who adore ‘Ali in life and in death, they shall have peace and tranquility. 15
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817) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the best jurist of my community. Whoever loves me should also love him, because none can come

under my guardianship in the absence of love for Ali. 16
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818) Salman Al-Farsi reports that the Prophet (S) said:
None can claim to be a believer unless he loves my Ahl al-Bayt for my sake. ‘Umar Ibn Khattab asked,
“What is the sign of such love?”

The Prophet (S) placed his hand upon ‘Ali (‘a) and said: The sign is the love for this one. 17
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819) Salman Al-Farsi reports that the Prophet (S) placed his hand upon Ali’s chest and said:
Those who adore you, adore me too. Those who love me love God. Those who anger you, in fact, make

me angry and my anger is Allah’s anger. 18
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820) The Prophet (S) said:
Those who adore ‘Ali are saved at the time of rendering account [for their deeds], being weighed in the

Scales, and while passing the Bridge. 19
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821) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever adores ‘Ali would be called by the denizens of heaven and earth as one who is deeply in love
with God.20
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822) The Prophet (S) said:
One who loves ‘Ali would be known as Allah’s trustee upon the earth.21
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823) The Prophet (S) said:

| guarantee a place in heaven for one who dies with Ali’s love.22
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824) The Prophet (S) said:
The account of one who loves ‘Ali would not be scrutinized on the Judgment Day nor would the Scales

be set up for him and it would be said to him: Enter Paradise unconditionally without reckoning.23
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825) It is reported that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever loves ‘Ali loves me and whoever loves me loves God.24
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826) The Prophet (S) said:

To those who love Ali, God would give a paradisiacal woman for every nerve in his body and permit him
to intercede for eighty members of his family and would give as many paradisiacal women as the hairs
of his body and a city in Paradise.25
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827) Sadagah Ibn Musa relates from Imam Musa Ibn Ja’far (‘a) who quoted his father Imam Ja’far lbn
Muhammad (‘a) who said that his father quoted Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari as saying, the Prophet (S) said:
| hope that my community would love ‘Ali as much as | hope that they would chant /a-ilaha-illa’llah

(There is no deity save Allah).26

P
T fe- S oo 3 B N

dJLAJlAmuJ)sniulus “awlulc‘)mw@u}n L&a~ cu.u.»ywu.s.‘.a Lu._\;g (JLuuYLn

//////

The Blessings Of Love For ‘Ali

828) Abu Bakr Abdullah Ibn Abd al-Rahman narrates that he heard ‘Uthman Ibn Affan say that he heard
‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab say that he heard Abu Bakr Ibn Abu Quhafah who said that he heard the Prophet
(S) say:

From the effulgence of Ali’s face, Allah created angels who glorify Allah and write down the reward to the

credit of ‘Ali and his immaculate progeny and their partisans.27
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829) The Prophet (S) said:
God will place those who adore ‘Ali under the shade of the canopy of Heaven along with the righteous,

truthful and the virtuous and protect them from the horrors of the Day of Reckoning.28
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830) The Prophet (S) said:

To those who adore Ali, Allah would place their record on their right hand and take account as He does
for the Prophets. Those who adore ‘Ali would not depart from this world without first tasting the water
from the fountain in Paradise, eat the fruits of the tree in Paradise, and see the abode reserved for him
in Paradise.29
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Had Mankind Been Unanimous In The Matter Of The Love For Ali

831) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Had mankind been unanimous in the matter of the love for ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib, God would not have
created hell.30
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832) Abu Basir narrates from Abu Abdullah who relates from his ancestors through ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a)
to whom the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, on the night when | traveled the heavens angels in groups congratulated me. When Gabriel saw
me surrounded by the angels, he said: Had your community been unanimous in the matter of love for

Ali, God would not have created hellfire.31
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Love For ‘Ali Is Worship

833) The Prophet (S) said:
Love for ‘Ali is worship. God does not approve of faith devoid of the guardianship of ‘Ali and abstention

from his enemies.32
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834) Al-Hasan Ibn Salih Ibn Hayy says that he heard Imam Ja’far Ion Muhammad (‘a) say:



Love for ‘Ali is the best form of worship. The best of worship is to worship secretly [in solitude].33
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Seven Things For Those Who Love ‘Ali

835) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) looked at ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
O Abu’l-Hasan, May | foretell about you?” ‘Ali (‘a) said, “Why not, O Messenger of Allah?”

The Prophet (S) then said: Gabriel informed me that those who love you possess seven distinctions: (1)
at the time of death, their breath will cease with ease, (2) at times of trepidation, they would find a
comforter and solace, (3) in darkness, they will find light, (4) at times of fear, they shall find asylum, (5)
they shall be dealt with justly at the time of Reckoning, (6) they will traverse the Bridge with ease, and (7)
they would be the ones who would reach Paradise before all others and the radiance of their faces

would glow in front and to the right.34

@IUJGL:‘;.;%y@'lldbml:wn&a&dlmﬁyqb;us Ju(s,lwyr«.unmwfla&
A8 Jes a.unu;@;; Jeisia 1ay :JE «al J3) G oL N[ERA L.nuqﬁuryr» 16 s
.u.:u.n’z(b MLulm,ylj ‘mglmuuyb M&mmd_ur Jumé;awjmggur

coss 4

Love For ‘Ali Is The Subject Matter Of The Books Of Believers

836) The Prophet (S) said:
The subject matter of the book of a believer is love for ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.35
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Love For ‘Ali Is The Strong Rope Of Allah

837) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever desires to hold on to the rope Allah should adore ‘Ali Ibon Abu Talib and his immaculate
progeny.36
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838) It is narrated from Abu’l-Hasan ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) through his ancestors that the Prophet



(S) said:

Whoever wishes to board the ark of deliverance, hold on to the strong rope of Allah and to be associated
with the firmest handle, should, after me, become a friend of ‘Ali and a foe to his foes, and follow the
Imams who are guides born in his progeny because they are my heirs, testamentary trustees, and God’s
mandates upon men, after me. They guide the virtuous towards Paradise. Their legions are my legions
and the legions of their enemies are legions of Satan.37
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Love For ‘Ali Is Strong Handle / Urwat Al-Wusqga

839) The Prophet (S) said:
One who adores ‘Ali has had a strong grip on the firmest handle.38
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840) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrates that his ancestors quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:

One who wishes to hold on to Allah’s rope should adore ‘Ali and my Ahl al-Bayt.39
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Love For ‘Ali Is A Good Deed

841) The Prophet (S) said:
The love for ‘Ali is such a virtue that no sin could dilute it and bearing enmity against ‘Ali is such a sin
that no good deed could earn any benefit.40
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Love For ‘Ali Is The Source Of Acceptance Of Obligatory Deeds

842) Ibn ‘Umar narrates that the Prophet (S) said:



Allah accepts the prayers, fasting of those who adore ‘Ali and grants their wishes.41
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843) It is authentically reported that the Prophet (S) said:

God has not bestowed upon me a virtue except that he bestowed a similar virtue upon Ali.

The Prophet also said:
Allah does not approve any obligatory deed that is bereft of the love for ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.42
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Love For ‘Ali Is The Source Of Acceptance Of Good Deeds

844) The Prophet (S) said:
Allah accepts the good deeds done by those who adore Ali, forgives their sins, and places them in the
company of Hamzah the chief of martyrs.43
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845) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
By Him who bestowed prophethood upon me, God would not accept the good deeds of people, without

first questioning them in the matter of love for ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.44
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Love For ‘Ali And Angels Seeking Forgiveness

846) The Prophet (S) said:
Angels pray for forgiveness of the sins of those who adore ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and open all the eight gates
of paradise for them to enter, without reckoning, from whichever door they like.45
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847) The Prophet (S) said:
Allah created seventy thousand angels from the effulgence of the face of ‘Ali Ion Abu Talib until

Doomsday. These angels pray for his forgiveness and the forgiveness of his friends.46
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Love For ‘Ali Eats Away Sins

848) The Prophet (S) said:
The love for ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib destroys sins just as fire devours dry twigs.47
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849) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
The love for ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib eats away sins just like fire devours dry twigs.48
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Love For ‘Ali Is Source Of Acceptance Of Supplication

850) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that Abu Dharr said that they were sitting in the mosque with
the Prophet (S) when ‘Ali (‘a) came.

When the Prophet (S) saw ‘Ali (‘a), he asked, “O Abu Dharr, who is this?” | said, “O Messenger of Allah.
This is Ali.”

The Prophet asked me, “Do you not hold him dear to you?” | replied, “O Messenger of God, | hold him

and those who adore him, dearer than myself.”

The Prophet (S) said:

O Abu Dharr, hold ‘Ali dear and hold his friends dear to you, for the link between God and man is the
love for Ali. O Abu Dharr, love him sincerely because God grants the wishes of those who sincerely
adore Ali.

| said, “O Messenger of Allah, the love for ‘Ali is like honey or chill water flowing in my heart or like the



verses of the Qur'an which | find sweeter than honey.”

The Prophet (S) said,
We belong to the same tree and the same rope. Our friends are like the leaves of the tree in Paradise.
Whoever wishes to enter Paradise should attach himself to any one of the branches of that tree.49
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851) The Prophet (S) said:
Angels welcome, Prophets look upon the faces, and Allah grants all the wishes of those who love ‘Ali Ibn
Abu Talib.50
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Love For ‘Ali And Kindness From The Angel Of Death

852) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

Israfil is the first among the denizens of the heavens who proclaimed his brotherhood with Ali, followed

by Michael and Gabriel. The first among the denizens of the skies to proclaim their love for Ali, are the

angels who carry the canopy of heavens and then Ridhwan, the keeper of Paradise and then the Angel
of Death.

The Angel of Death is considerate towards those who love ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, just like he is considerate
towards the Prophets [at the time of taking away their souls].51
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853) The Prophet (S) said:

Allah sends the Angel of Death to those who adore ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib in the same manner as He sends
him unto the Prophets. He removes the fear of Munkar and Nakir [the two Angels sent for questioning] in
the grave [from their heart] and makes their faces radiant and raises them up [on Doomsday] in the

company of Hamzah the chief of martyrs.52
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854) The Prophet (S) said:
To the lovers of ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, Allah sends a friendly Angel of Death, removing the fear of Munkar

and Nakir [during questioning in the grave], make the grave bright and make his face effulgent.53
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At The Moment Of Death, ‘Ali Visits His Lovers

855) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, your friends would triumph in three places: (1) when their souls are separated from their body you
would be present beside them; (2) you would guide them when they are being questioned in the grave

and (3) you would introduce them when they are presented before the Almighty Lord.54
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856) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, your brothers would rejoice on four occasions: (1) when their soul is separated from their body and
we are present as witnesses; (2) when they are questioned in the grave; (3) when they are presented

before the Lord and (4) when they cross the Bridge [to Heaven].55
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857) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) said:

At the moment of death, my friends would find me just as good as they had imagined me to be and my



enemies would find me as they would not have wished to see me.56
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858) Al-Harith al-A’'war quotes ‘Ali (‘a) as saying:
No believer dies before seeing me as the friend he loved and my enemies do not die until they see me

[in a form] as they would hate to see me.57
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859) Al-Harith al-Hamadani said:
When | went to Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a), he asked me, ‘What brought you here?’

| replied, ‘The love for you, O Amir Al-Mu’minin.” He asked, ‘Do you adore me, O Harith?’ | replied,
‘Indeed. By God | do.’

He said:

Even as your soul reaches your throat [at the moment of death] you would see me as the friend you
loved. You would find me to be the friend you loved, even as | would be scattering people, like driving
away wild camels [which do not belong to my herd]. You would find me a friend that you loved when you

see me crossing the bridge with the Prophet (S), holding aloft the banner of Unicity, in my hand.58
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860) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
Whoever takes ‘Ali (‘a) as his guardian would rejoice to see him on three occasions: (1) at the moment

of death, (2) at the head of the Bridge [before passing it], and (3) near the fountain in Heaven.59
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Love Of ‘Ali Would Ease The Traumas Of Death

861) The Prophet (S) said:
The trauma of death will be minimum for those who love ‘Ali and their graves would be made a part of

the gardens in Paradise.60
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Love Of ‘Ali And The Record Of Deeds Handed In The Right Hand

862) The Prophet (S) said:
To the friends of Ali, Allah would have their record of deeds placed in their right hand and question them

in the manner in which Prophets are questioned.61
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Love Of ‘Ali And The Crossing Of The Bridge [To Heaven]

863) The Prophet (S) said:
None would be able to cross the Bridge [to Heaven], except those who hold a permit written by Ali.62
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864) Abu Sa’id al al-Khidri narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
After completing the Reckoning, Allah will set up two angels to guard the Bridge, who will permit only

those who have the seal of guardianship of ‘Ali and throw the rest into hell.63
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865) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, when Scales are set up on the brink of hell, none except those who have the seal

of guardianship of Ali, would be able to cross it [on the way to Paradise].64
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866) The Prophet (S) said:
Those who love ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib shall cross the Bridge with lightning speed.65
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867) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who love ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib shall cross the Bridge with lightning speed, without encountering any
difficulty.66
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868) The Prophet (S) said:
The most steadfast person crossing the Bridge would be the one who has the greatest affection for Ali.67
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869) The Prophet (S) said:
For those who adore Ali, it is written that they shall be saved from Hellfire, permitted to cross the Bridge,
and given asylum from punishment. His Record of Deeds shall not be scrutinized and Scales would not
be set up for him. It would be said to him: Enter Paradise without reckoning.68
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870) Imam Abu Ja’far Muhammad lbn ‘Ali al-Bagir (‘a) said:

Should one leg of a person who loves ‘Ali tremble [due to weakness], God shall strengthen his other leg

[to keep him steadfast on the Straight Path].69
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871) Imam Abu Ja’far Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali al-Bagir (‘a) narrates through his ancestors that the Prophet
(S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

If one leg of a person who loves you, should tremble, the other would be strengthened, and on account



of your love, he will finally enter Paradise with Allah’s help.70
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872) Abdullah Ibn Muthanna Ibn Tamamah Ibn Abdullah Ibn Anas Ibn Malik narrates through his
ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

On the Day of Reckoning, a Bridge would be set up over hell. Except for those who hold the seal of Ali’s
guardianship, none would be able to cross the Bridge. It is regarding this that it is revealed [in the

Qur’an]:
“Halt. They are to be questioned” (37:24).

That is they would be questioned regarding what they did in the matter of the guardianship of Ali.71
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873) Ja'far Ibn Anas narrates through Imam Ja’far lbn Muhammad (‘a) who quoted the Prophet (S) as
saying:
On the Day of Reckoning, a Bridge would be set up over hell. Except for those who have obtained the

seal of requital on account of their love for Ali’'s guardianship, none would be able to cross the Bridge.72
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874) It is reported from Abu Ja’far Muhammad al-Bagir (‘a) through his ancestors, that the Prophet (S)
said:

If you desire to cross the Bridge as fast as the whirlwind and if you wish to enter paradise without
reckoning, then you should adore my brother, my heir, my trustee, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, who belongs to my
community and my family. If you desire to go to hell then you should abandon the guardianship of Ali. |
swear by the Glory and Majesty of God that he is the gateway to Allah through which alone one should
enter, and he is the straight path. It is about [your submission to] his guardianship that God will question
you on the Judgment Day.73
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875) Imam Abu Ja’far reports that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, on the Judgment Day, you and | along with the Archangel Gabriel would be stationed on the

Bridge. Only those who have the certificate of your friendship will be granted safety from hellfire.74
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876) The Prophet (S) said:

On the Judgment Day, God will order two angels to be stationed on the Bridge, to see that none passes

the Bridge without first obtaining permission from ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib. God will throw into Hell all those who

do not have his permission. It is regarding this that it is revealed [in the Qur'an]
“Halt. They are to be questioned” (37:24) .75
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Love For ‘Ali And Opening Of The Doors Of God’s Bountiful Mercy

877) The Prophet (S) said:
Upon those who adore Ali, God will bestow wisdom, bring out truth through his words, and open the

doors of His Bountiful Mercy.76
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Love For ‘Ali And Salvation From Hellfire

878) The Prophet (S) said:
Those who love ‘Al attain salvation from Hellfire.77
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879) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who love ‘Ali are protected from Hellfire.78
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Love For ‘Ali Is The Source To Enter Paradise

880) The Prophet (S) said:
Tell those who love ‘Ali to be ready to enter Paradise.79
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Love For ‘Ali Is The Crown Of Honour

881) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who love ‘Ali will be crowned with the crown of honor and clothed with garments of peace.80
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882) The Prophet (S) said:
Those who love ‘Ali will be crowned with the crown of honor, upon which would be the inscription

‘Triumphant are the dwellers of Paradise and the Shi’ah of ‘Ali are the favored ones.’81
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883) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who love ‘Ali will be crowned with the crown of governance and clothed with garments of honor.82
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Who Love ‘Ali Will Be Raised Along With The Prophet (S)

884) The Prophet (S) said:
Those who adore you will be raised along with the Prophets and placed in their ranks on the Judgment

Day. Those who die harboring enmity for you would die an unbelieving Christian or Jew.83
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885) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who adore you will be raised along with me and you on the Judgment Day. 84
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886) Jabir narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Those who adore you and accept your guardianship will be placed with us in Paradise.

The Prophet (S) then recited the following verse:

“Certainly, virtuous people would dwell in the Gardens and near the rivers of Paradise.”(54:54). 85
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887) The Prophet (S) said:

Those who adore ‘Ali and obey him on earth shall meet me at the fountain in Paradise and would be
placed along with me. Those who harbor enmity for ‘Ali on earth shall not see me nor shall | see him. He
would be taken away to Hell behind my back.86
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Love For ‘Ali Is Like A Tree That Has Its Roots In Paradise

888) The Prophet (S) said:

Love for ‘Ali is like a tree that has its roots in Paradise and its branches on earth. Whoever holds on to
any one of its branches, he will find that it leads him to Paradise. Enmity towards ‘Ali is like a tree that
has its roots in Hell and its braches on earth. When anyone holds on to the branch, it will lead him to
Hellfire.87
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Love For ‘Ali Is Faith And Enmity Towards Him Is Hypocrisy

889) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
The love for you is faith and enmity towards you is hypocrisy. The first to enter Paradise would be your

friends and the first to be cast in Hell would be your enemies.88
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890) It is reported through Imam Abu Ja’far said:

The love for ‘Ali is faith and enmity towards him is hypocrisy.
He then recited the verse:

“You are imbibed with the inclination towards faith and thus We beautified your hearts with
it.”(49:7). 89
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891) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the first among this community who confessed his faith in Allah and His Prophet and the
first one to migrate towards Allah and His Messenger and the last person to converse with the
Messenger of Allah. By Him who holds my life in His Power, none but a well-tested believer would love

you. None but a rank disbeliever or infidel would bear enmity for you.90
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892) The Prophet (S) said:

Only a pious believer would love you and only a cruel hypocrite would hate you.91
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893) Umm Salamah narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

None but a true believer would love ‘Ali and none but a rank hypocrite would hate Ali.92

E I |

Al 1 Lomaly U5 (Bl 91 Gle Siad 9 1585 ol il Al o T it J g el o6 Tk 2 2

894) Umm Salamah narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

No hypocrite would ever love ‘Ali nor would a believer ever hate Ali.93
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895) The Prophet (S) said:
O Mankind! | adjure you to love my relative, my brother, and my paternal uncle’s son ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.
None but a believer would love him and none but a hypocrite would hate him. One who loves him, loves

me and one who irritates him, irritates me and Allah shall throw into Hell, those who irritate me.94
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896) The Prophet (S) said:
O Mankind! | adjure you to love my relative, my brother, and my paternal uncle’s son ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib.

None but a believer would love him and none but a hypocrite would hate him.95
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897) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
None but a believer would adore me and none but a hypocrite would hate me. 96
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898) Suwayd Ibn Ghaflah narrates that he heard the Prophet (S) say:

O Ali, none but a believer would adore you and none but a hypocrite would hate you.97
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899) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) looked at ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
None but a believer would love you and none but a hypocrite would hate you. One who loves you, loves
me and one who irritates you, irritates me. My friend is Allah’s friend and Allah is also angry with anyone

who makes me angry. Woe unto those who irritate you after me [my death].98
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Love For ‘Ali Is Faith And Enmity Towards Him Is Infidelity

900) The Prophet (S) said:
Love for ‘Ali is faith and enmity towards him is hypocrisy.99
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901) ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
None but a believer would adore ‘Ali and none but a hypocrite would hate Ali. 100
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902) ‘Ali Ibn al-Hasan al-Sa’ih narrates that he heard Imam al-Hasan al-Askari say that my father
heard from his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

Only he would adore you, whose birth is legitimate and only he, whose birth is illegitimate would bear
enmity towards you. None but a true believer would be your friend and none but a rank hypocrite would
be your enemy. 101
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903) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are the first among this community who confessed his faith in Allah and His Prophet and the
first one to migrate towards Allah and His Messenger and the last person to converse with the
Messenger of Allah. By Him who holds my life in His Power, none but a well-tested Believer would love



you. None but a rank disbeliever or infidel would bear enmity for you. 102
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Fortunate Is The One Who Adores ‘Ali

904) It is narrated from ‘Ali Ibn Musa, from his father and from his ancestor ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) who
quoted the Prophet (S) as saying:
Fortunate is the one who adores you and testifies about you. Wretched is the one who harbors enmity

for you and falsifies you. In the seventh heaven, your friends have been recognized. 103
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905) The Prophet (S) said:

Fortunate is the one who adores you and testifies about you. Wretched is the one who harbors enmity
for you and falsifies you. In the heaven, your friends are well known. They are pious, religious, humble,
and possess impeccable character. They have sunken eyes, their hearts throb with dear. They have
cognized your guardianship in the most appropriate perspective. Their tongues ever eulogize you. Their

eyes weep for the love of you and the Imams.

They would instantly obey every command of God, commandments issued by me, you or the Imams
from your progeny who are the persons in authority. They adhere to the Qur'an and Prophetic traditions.
They maintain contact with each other and love each other. Angels send their benedictions upon them

and say Amen’ whenever they pray. The Angles pray for forgiveness for the sinners among them.104
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906) The Prophet (S) said:



Fortunate is the one who adores ‘Ali and testifies about you. Wretched is the one who harbors enmity
towards Ali. 105
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907) Abdullah Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, | would love and be a friend of one who is friendly with you. | shall be an enemy of one who

harbors enmity for you or opposes you, for you are from me and | am from you. 106
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Test Your Children With The Love For ‘Ali

908) Anas narrates that the Prophet (S) said,

Test your children with the love for ‘Ali for he would never lead to misguidance nor would you distance
anyone from the path of guidance. Those who are friendly with him are from you and those who bear
enmity towards him does not belong to you. 107
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909) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that a group of Ansar was sitting with the Prophet (S) when
he said:

O Ansar! Test your children with the love for ‘Ali from your children; the one who loves ‘Ali is, in reality,
your own child; and if any one of them bears enmity towards Ali, know then that he is not your legitimate
child. 108
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910) During the battle of Khaybar, the Prophet told his companions:
“Put your children to test through ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib, for he would never lead to misguidance nor would
you distance anyone from the path of guidance. Those who are friendly with him are from you and those

who bear enmity towards him does not belong to you.109



- o, & - - % ° . o8 ... % 2 o0 % L or . 8. 0 % __% — oz &, _ @ &
ol e ¥ GG ol o s de Ty a3Y5T 1eindg o] s 25 Gal Sal alfy «le autt (Jis 2t )
1% A ° 27 36 %0 v

ol . o 2% o . o2 IR T Y o
oSia Guils Lol 507 (i 58 AT (a3 . s1a (e aals 95 B3,

Greatness Of Love For ‘Ali And Reprehension For Hatred Towards ‘Ali

911) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
To dispute with you is to dispute with me; to be in peace with you is to be in peace with me. To Paradise

belong your friends, and your enemies are dwellers of Hell. 110
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912) The Prophet (S) said:
To fight with ‘Ali is to fight Allah and to make peace with ‘Ali is to make peace with God.111
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913) Abu Musa Hamidi relates that the Prophet (S) said:
If you wish to meet God in a manner of pleasing Him, then please ‘Ali first, for Ali’s pleasure is God’s
pleasure and his wrath is God’s wrath. 112
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914) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever loves me would instantly love Ali. Whoever angers the members of my family [Ahl al-Bayt]

shall be deprived of my intercession. 113
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915) The Prophet (S) said:
If one who loves Ali, God will hold him as a blessed one and draw him nearer. God will send His Wrath

and reject those who bear enmity and fight with Ali. 114
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916) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted from his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said that one day Gabriel
descended and said:
O Muhammad, Allah sends His greetings to you and said: Inform your brother ‘Ali that no punishment

shall descend from Me upon his friends nor shall any Mercy be shown to his enemies. 115
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917) Ibn ‘Umar narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a) when he nominated him as his successor:
Are you not happy that your enemies are reckoned as my enemies and my enemies are the enemies of

Allah, and your friends are reckoned as my friends and my friends are the friends of Allah?116
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918) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

On the Judgment Day, you will be carried on an effulgent throne and you will be wearing a crown whose
radiance would blind the eyes of the assembly. It will then be asked, ‘Where is the Prophet’s
testamentary trustee?’ You would then reply: ‘Here | am.” It would then be said to you: “Welcome your
friends into Paradise and cast your enemies into hell, for, you are the allocator of [places in] Heaven and
Hell.’117
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919) It is reported from ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) who narrates that he heard his ancestors narrate that
the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, you are my brother, my vizier, the bearer of the Standard in this world and the next. You are the
Master of the Fountain. Those who anger you, anger me and those who please you, please me. 118
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920) Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) said:



Even if | strike the nose out of the face of a believer with this sword, he would not hate me; and even if |

spread the treasures of this world before a hypocrite, he would not love me. 119
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921) Sa’id Ibn Musayyab recounts that Zayd lbn Thabit said that the Prophet (S) said:
For those who love ‘Ali during my life and thereafter, Allah has written for them peace from dawn until
dusk. Those who bear enmity for ‘Ali in my life and thereafter would die like in ignorance and his deeds

will be scrutinized. 120
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922) Yahya Ibn Abd al-Rahman al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
For those who love ‘Ali during my life and thereafter, Allah has written for them peace from dawn until
dusk. Those who bear enmity for ‘Ali in my life and thereafter would die like in ignorance and the evil and

repulsive character left by him in Islam will be scrutinized. 121
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923) Abdullah narrates that | saw the Prophet (S) holding ‘Ali (‘a) by his hand and said to him:
Allah is my friend and | am your friend and the foe of your foes. | shall make peace with one who makes

peace with you. 122

Ll Ul Sl N =055 505 A3l aile (Lo ufy TasT a0l «le dun (s 2 I G [FPTTT RPN

JAJLLU u.n v.'Lu.m\g (JIJLF. u.n JLLAJ

924) Ja’far lbon Muhammad (‘a) narrates through his ancestors who reported that the Prophet (S) said:
Paradise anxiously waits for the friends of ‘Ali and spreads its effulgence for such of them who are as yet
on earth and have not reached Paradise. Hell is ever fanning its fire in anticipation of the enemies of ‘Ali

who are still on earth and have not yet entered Hell. 123
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925) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, one who loves you loves me and one who loves me, loves God; | am angry with one who makes
you angry; one who makes me angry invites the wrath of God and upon such people is the curse of

Allah, His Angels and the people at large. 124
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926) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, | shall be friendly and love one who is your friend and who loves you; | shall hate and be an

enemy of one who is your enemy and who hates you, for you are from me and | am from you. 125
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927) The Prophet (S) said:
One who loves me should instantly love Ali. Whoever angers ‘Ali makes me angry too. Whoever angers

me angers Allah and whoever angers Allah is destined to be cast into hell. 126
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928) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
One who loves you loves me and one who loves me, loves Allah. Your enemy is my enemy and my

enemy is the enemy of God. Woe upon him who makes you angry after me [my death]. 127
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929) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever wishes to be rewarded by God for his good deeds, should, after my death, befriend ‘Ali and the

friends of ‘Ali and be a foe of their enemies. 128
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930) Mufaddal narrates through Imam al-Sadiq and his forefathers (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:

Allah has installed ‘Ali as the sign [pointer] between him and His creatures. Whosoever recognizes him
is a true believer, whosoever rejects him is an infidel, whosever is ignorant of him is certainly misled,
whosoever believes others to be equal to him is a polytheist, whosoever comes with love for him shall

enter Paradise, and whosoever bears enmity towards him shall be cast into hell. 129
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Exaggeration About ‘Ali Is Condemned

931) Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Beware of exaggerations in our matter. Say that we are the rightly guided devotees [of God] and then

say whatever you wish to glorify us. 130
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932) Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Two kinds of people will perish - one who exaggerates [in our praise] and the other is one who bears

excessive enmity towards me. 131
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933) Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Two kinds of people will perish - a friend who exaggerates [in our praise] and the other is my enemy
who bears excessive hatred towards me. 132
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934) Abu Hamzah al-Thumali narrates that Imam Abu Ja’far Muhammad lbn ‘Ali (‘a) al-Bagir (‘a) told
him:
O Abu Hamzah! Do not decrease the virtues declared by Allah for Ali, nor should you exceed the bounds
while speaking of such virtues of Ali. 133
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935) Hisham narrates from Abu Abdullah al-Sadiq (‘a) who said:

A group of people came to Amir Al-Mu’minin and said, ‘Peace be upon you, our Lord Sustainer!’
‘Ali (‘a) said, ‘You repent for uttering such words.” But those people refused to repent.

‘Ali (‘a) had two pits dug and in one of them, he built fire. Such of those who refused to repent were

thrown into the pit and died from the fire in the adjoining pit. 134
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936) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) narrates from his ancestors that ‘Ali (‘a) said that the Prophet told him:
O Ali, your example is like that of Jesus Christ. Those who loved him excessively and on that account
perished. Another group hated him excessively and perished. A third group adopted the middle path and

attained salvation. 135
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937) Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Two kinds of people will perish for no fault of mine - to one group belong my friends who exceed all
bound in my praise and the other group consists of my enemies who bear excessive hatred for me. We

absolve ourselves from those who exceed all bounds in praising us like Jesus did for the Nazarenes. 136
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B) ‘Ali And His Shia (Followers)

‘Ali And The Greatness Of His Shia

938) Muhammad lbn Muslim al-Thagafi narrates that he heard Imam Abu Ja’far quoting the Prophet (S)

as saying,



On the right side of the Throne, there shall be a group of persons with radiant faces, sitting on pulpits of
radiance, seeing whom the Prophets feel elated, and yet those people are neither prophets nor martyrs.
No doubt, they are nearest to God - they are the Shi’ah of ‘Ali and ‘Al is their chief. 137
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939) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, on the Judgment Day your friends [Shi’ah] would be the triumphant people. Abusing anyone of
them is like abusing you; abusing you is like abusing me and such person would be cast into hell by
Allah, where they shall reside forever. You are from me and | am from you. Your spirit is from my spirit
[ruh]. Your source of creation is the same as mine. Your Shi’ah are created from the left-over dust [from

which our bodies were created].

Whoever is a friend of them [the Shi’ah] are also our friends and whoever harbors enmity towards them
(also) harbors enmity towards us. Their enemies are our enemies. Whoever loves them, loves us. O Ali,
the defects and sins of your Shi’ah would be concealed. On Judgment Day, when | shall be seated on
the seat of glory, | shall intercede for them. Give them the good news about my interceding for them. O
‘Ali your Shi’ah are the agents of God. Those who help you are indeed the helpers of God. Your friends
are the friends of God. Your legion is the legion of God. Fortunate are your friends and wretched are
your enemies. In Paradise, there is a treasure [secrets of which] are reserved for you and you are their
custodian. All praise belongs to God, Lord of the Universe, and God sends his blessings on Muhammad;

the best of His creation, and his progeny; the pure, the perfect, the chosen and the righteous ones. 138
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940) Jabir Ibn Yazid narrates Abu Ja’far lbn ‘Ali (‘a) through his ancestors, quoted the Prophet (S) as
saying:
Unless | enter Paradise, it is forbidden for the prophets. Paradise is forbidden for everyone else until the

members of my family and our Shi’ah enter it. 139
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941) Abu Aqil said that when he was with him Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) said:
This community will be fragmented into seventy-three sects. By Him who holds my life, every one of

them would be misled except my followers who are my Shi’ah. 140
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942) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
This community will be fragmented into seventy-three sects. Seventy-two of them will go to Hell and

one sect alone will go to Paradise and about them, Allah has revealed:
“We have created a rightly guided and Just nation.” (7: 181).
They are my Shi'ah and me. 141
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943) ‘Ali (‘a) asked, “O Prophet! Which sect would find salvation?” The Prophet (S) replied,
Those who would adhere to you and your progeny. 142
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944) The Prophet (S) said:
In my community, there shall arise conflicts and sectarianism and the one on the Right Path is this man,
that is Ali. 143
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945) ‘Ali (‘a) said:
On the Judgment Day, everybody would be called by the name of his mother except the Shi’ah who

adore me. They will be called by their own names on account of their legitimate birth. 144

L7

i )l 05

946) It is authentically reported that Abu Abdullah (‘a) said:
On the Judgment Day, everybody would be called by the name of his mother except us, the Ahl al-Bayt

and our Shi’ah who would be called by our own names, for adultery has no place among us. 145
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947) Muhammad Ibn al-Hanafiyyah quotes his father ‘Ali (‘a) as saying,

One day | was lying down when they Prophet (S) came in, saw me and prodded me with his leg and
said: My parents be your ransom. Get up. Gabriel came to me and revealed: Congratulate Ali, for the
Imams are destined in his progeny. God has forgiven him, his progeny and their friends. Whoever

abuses them or ignores them shall be cast into Hellfire. 146

dlly aife o Joo am %5 95531 uyﬁu@l JG;MI@L;LQ@IU:. diall o a5k be

Jggumnuu 3a iy L;Jm@uld_u)uuuv b@usm 105 - Jujuéf@sﬁjgr,m
Jurfﬁgis;.;,wd«ﬁ;,;_’uwub ij %_djcu,smguumn e mwwyr»

948) Rayan Ibn Salt quotes Abu’l-Hasan ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) who quoted his father [Imam Musa
al-Kazim] as saying that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali’s Shi’ah will be the triumphant ones on the day of Judgement. 147
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949) Jabir Ibn Abdullah narrates that while they were sitting in the company of Imam al-Bagir (‘a), he
recited this holy verse:

Every soul will be (held) in pledge for its deeds. (74:38).
Except the Companions of the Right Hand. (78:39).



Someone asked, “Who are the people of the right hand?”

The Imam replied, ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib and his Shi’ah are the people of the right hand. 148
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950) The Prophet (S) said:
On the Judgment Day, ‘Ali and his Shi’ah would triumph. 149
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951) The Prophet (S) said:
From my community, seventy thousand people would enter Paradise without reckoning. He then looked

at ‘Ali and said, they are your Shi’ah and you, their chief. 150
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952) The Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, Allah has forgiven you, your Shi’ah and their friends, the friends of their friends. Congratulations to

you, for you are the al-anza’ al-batin: infidelity is far removed from you. 151
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953) Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Rahman narrates that he heard Abu Abdullah Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say that
the Prophet (S) said:
Do not underestimate the Shi’ah (partisans of Ali), because each one of them would intercede for as

many people as the tribes of Rabi’ah and Mudhar. 152
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954) Fatimah the daughter of the Prophet (S) narrates that the Prophet told ‘Ali (‘a):



O son of Abu Talib, you and your Shi’ah shall dwell in Paradise. 153
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955) Ibn Abu Najran says that he heard Abu’l-Hasan (‘a) say:
If anyone hates the Shi’ah, it amounts to hating us. Anyone who loves them [the Shi’ah] indeed loves us.
They are from us, in that they were created from the dust that was left over after we were created. Their

friends are from us and those who hate them are not from us. 154
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Our Shia Are Nearest To The Throne On The Day Of Judgement

956) Abu Hamza narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
On the Judgment Day, the nearest to Throne would be, after us, our Shi’ah. 155
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Qualities Of The Shi’ah

957) Abu Basir narrates authoritatively that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

Our Shi’ah are people of piety and strife. They are trustworthy and dependable. They are pious and
devoted. They pray fifty-one units of prayer. They spend their nights in devout prayers. They fast during
the day. They give the alms tax from their income. They also perform the major pilgrimage. They
distance themselves from every forbidden thing. 156
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958) Mufaddal narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:

The Shi’ah of Ja’far safeguard their stomach and private parts. They strive in the Way of the Lord and
perform good deeds for the sake of the Lord, hoping for Divine rewards, fearing Divine retribution. If you
come across such a man, he would indeed be a Shi’ah of Ja’far. 157
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959) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
If one makes a verbal claim that he is a Shi’ah, but his acts and deeds are against us, then he is not a

Shi’ah. Our Shi’ah is one who follows us both in word and in deed. Such are our Shi’ah. 158
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960) Imam al-Bagqir (‘a) said:

The Shi’ah of ‘Ali are such that they compete with each other in kindness and in charity, in the matter of
our Guardianship. In the matter of adoring us, they love each other. Even in a state of extreme anger,
they would never do injustice. They do not exceed the bounds when they are pleased. They are a boon

to their neighbors and live in tranquility with their fellow men. 159
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961) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
May God bless our Shi’ah. They are made from the dust left over after we were created. They are

kneaded with the water of our love. They rejoice at our good times and grieve over our misfortunes. 160
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962) Abu Ja’far Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said:
O Jabir, convey my greetings to my Shi’ah and inform them that between God and us there is no

relationship between the Lord and us. He could be approached only through implicit obedience. 161

@ Gl paalels 230l (e s 30 G G0 L A30 Lgle (e o s PSEPERI O (CTRENg

d

Ao Lot

e lally ¥ ) 08T Y5 . 055 Se Al Sals Uil G104,

963) Jabir al-Ju’fi said that Abu Ja’far told him:
O Jabir, tell those who call themselves Shi’ah that it is not enough if they merely claim to love us and the

members of our family. By God, our Shi’ah is one who is pious, virtuous, and obeys God’s



commandments implicitly. Our Shi’ah are recognized through their simplicity, humbleness, and
trustworthiness. They constantly chant the Glory of God. They constantly pray and fast. They are
courteous towards their parent. They consider themselves responsible for the welfare of the destitute

and orphans. 162
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964) Jabir narrates that Imam al-Bagqjir (‘a) said:
Our Shi’ah are the most obedient to God. 163
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Signs Of The Shia

965) Imam al-Hasan Ibn ‘Ali (‘a) said:
Whoever implicitly obeys ‘Ali is indeed a true Shi’ah. 164
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966) Imam al-Bagir (‘a) said:

Whoever obeys God implicitly belongs to us and is from us. Whoever sins in the way of God is our
enemy. In the absence of piety and good deeds, none would be able to benefit from our
guardianship. 165
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967) Imam Abu Ja'far told Jabir:
O Jabir, our Shi’ah speaks mildly in a mellifluous voice. He does not harbor enmity. He does not praise

our enemies, nor does he mix with those who oppose us. He does not attend the sittings of back-biters.

Ali’s Shi’ah does not bark like a dog nor is he greedy like a crow. He would not ask anyone for anything,

even though he may be dying of acute hunger. 166
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968) The Prophet (S) said:

Our Shi'ah wish like us and obey our commands. 167
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969) Imam al-Ridha (‘a) told Abd al-Azim:
O Abd al-Azim, convey our greetings to our Shi’ah and warn them that they should not leave any door
open for Satan. 168
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Test The Shia Of ‘Ali

970) Amir Al-Mu’minin Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said:

Test our Shi’ah with two qualities and if you find these two qualities in them, know that they are our
Shi'ah - firstly they pray at the earliest pint of the time for prayer; secondly, he spends from his earning
to help the faithful [believing] brothers. If these qualities are not found in anyone, he is certainly not our
Shi’ah.169
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971) Ja’far Ibn Muhammad (‘a) said:

Our Shi'ah could be put to three tests - firstly see how they behave when the call for prayer is given;
secondly, see how they conceal our secrets from our enemies and thirdly, see how they use their wealth
in the matter of helping their brothers in faith.170
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C) Consequences Of Enmity For ‘Ali




Consequences Of Enmity For ‘Ali

972) Imam al-Hasan lbn ‘Ali (‘a) narrates through his father that the Prophet (S) said:
Except one who remained a Jew [at heart] no one from the Ansar would bear any sort of ill-will towards

you.171
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973) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever claims that he believes in me and in what is revealed to me, but harbors enmity for Ali, is a

confirmed liar. 172
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974) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

One who claims he is my friend but harbors enmity towards you is a liar. A friend of yours is my friend
indeed and a friend of mine is a friend of Allah. To Paradise will be sent all friends of Allah. Whoever
harbors enmity for you is my enemy and my enemy is Allah’s enemy. Allah shall cast his enemies into
Hell. 173
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975) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) relates that the Prophet (S) told him:

O Ali, if a person worships devoutly like Noah among his community and spends as large a wealth as
the mount of Uhud and if he be given a life long enough to perform a thousand Hajj pilgrimages on foot
and in the end be martyred between Safa and Marwah, but is not under your guardianship, would not

even be able to get a whiff of the scent of Paradise, let alone entering Paradise. 174
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976) Ibn Abbas narrates that a man asked the Prophet (S) regarding the good deeds that would earn a
place in Paradise. The Prophet (S) replied,

If you perform the mandatory prayers and fasts, perform mandatory ablutions, and adore ‘Ali you may
enter Paradise from whichever door you choose. By Him who made me a Prophet, even if you pray for a
thousand years, keep fasts for a thousand years, perform a thousand Hajj pilgrimages, fight a thousand
wars in the cause of Allah alongside the Prophet, free a thousand slaves, recite the Torah, Evangel and
the Qur’an, shake hands with all the Prophets and Saints, and with each one of them perform prayers
and Hajj for a thousand years, and fight alongside each one of them in a thousand religious wars, but do
not possess love for ‘Ali and his progeny, such a person would be cast into hell along with the

hypocrites. 175
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977) Jabir Ibn Abdullah al-Ansari narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, every member of my community who bears ill-will towards you would be cast, head first, into
Hell. 176

il RN e G A3l gle L T Gl wn ol am ) 96 (s, Lai¥l il iz ot Al e

Lan S paoa i e aun GKY Wil

One Who Abuses ‘Ali, Abuses The Prophet (S)

978) Ibn Abbas narrates on sound authority that the Prophet (S) said:
One who abuses Ali, in fact, abuses me. One who abuses me abuses God. Those who abuse Allah

would be cast into Hell and suffer a great perdition. 177
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979) Imam al-Hasan lbn ‘Ali (‘a) narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
One who abuses Ali, in fact, abuses me. One who abuses me abuses God. Those who abuse Allah

would be cast into Hell forever and suffer eternal perdition. 178
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Whoever Forsakes Me, Forsakes God

980) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever forsakes Ali, forsakes me. Whoever forsakes me, forsakes God. 179
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981) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Whoever forsakes you, forsakes me. Whoever forsakes me, forsakes God. 180
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One Who Die With Hatred For You, Dies In Ignorance

982) Ibn Abbas narrates that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
One who loves you would meet a peaceful end full of faith. The end of one who hates you would be that

of an ignorant imbecile. 181
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983) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
Those who die full of hatred for you, die in ignorance and all the deeds done by him as a Muslim would

be discounted and would not fetch him any benefit. 182
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984) Anas lbn Malik narrates that the Prophet (S) looked at ‘Ali (‘a) and said:
Your enemy will die ignorant and on the Judgment Day, his ignorance would be entered in his record of
deeds. 183]
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Ali’'s Enemy Will Die As A Non-Muslim

985) Bahz Ibn Hakim narrates through his ancestors who reported that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, it is immaterial whether your enemy dies a Jew or a Christian. 184

E I o R0, g8

ALyl §: GugwurjmmlrguémrrJ&ij Jmn&‘u& r&;w,@un
(5t 5 G5t o il 585 G 5

Ali’'s Enemy Will Be Confounded On The Day Of Judgement

986) The Prophet (S) said:
Chaste is the foundation of one who loves ‘Ali and his enemies would find themselves confounded on
the Judgment Day. 185
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Ali’'s Enemy Shall Eternally Be Consigned To Hell

987) Abu Basir narrates that he heard Abu Ja’far say:

The enemies of ‘Ali shall eternally be consigned to Hell, for Allah reveals:

“And they shall not go forth from it.” (5:37). 186
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May God Kill The One Who Murders Ali

988) It is authentically reported from Abu’l-Hasan ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is from me and | am from him. May God kill the one who murders Ali. Allah’s curse be upon those
who oppose him. ‘Ali is the Imam and my deputy, after me. Whoever takes a step forward towards Al, in
fact, comes nearer to me. One who considers other to be superior to Ali, in fact, considers me to be
inferior to others. | shall buy peace from one who buys peace from Ali. | shall fight one who fights Ali. |
am a friend of his friend and a foe to his foes. 187
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989) The Prophet (S) said:

May Allah destroy Ali’s assassin. May Allah treat your enemies as His enemies. 188
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Whoever Harasses Ali, Harasses Me

990) The Prophet (S) said:

Whoever harasses Ali, harasses me and whoever harasses me incur the displeasure of Allah. 189
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991) The Prophet (S) repeated thrice:
Whoever harasses ‘Ali harasses me.190
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992) The Prophet (S) said:
Whoever loves Ali, loves me. Whoever despises Ali, dislikes me. Whoever harasses Ali, harasses me.

Whoever harasses me, incurs the displeasure of Allah. 191
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Ali’'s Enemy Is My Enemy

993) Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud narrates that the Prophet (S) said:
Whoever loves me should instantly love Ali. Whoever irritates Ali, irritates me. Whoever harasses me,

incurs the displeasure of Allah, and he shall be consigned to Hell. 192
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994) Salman narrates that the Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, your friend is my friend and your enemy is my enemy. 193
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To Wage War With You Is To Wage War With Me

995) The Prophet (S) said:

O Ali, a confirmed liar is one who claims to love me while he harbors enmity towards you. Whoever
wages war with you, in fact, fights with me and to fight with me is to fight with God. O Ali, your enemy is
my enemy and my enemy is an enemy of God. God will cast such a person in hell and thus destroy
him. 194
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996) The Prophet (S):
To wage war with you is to wage war with me and to be at peace with you is to be in peace with me. 195
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Whoever Fails To Help Him Will Be Put To Shame

997) Zayd Ibn Sawhan narrates from Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yaman who said that the Prophet (S) said:
‘Ali is the commander of the pious and slayer of the wicked. Whoever assists him shall find assistance
but whoever fails to assist him will be put to shame. Know then that Truth is always with him and follows

him wherever he goes. Therefore adhere to him always. 196
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998) Qasim Ibn Abd al-Ghaffar quotes the Prophet (S) as saying:
“O Allah, help those who help ‘Ali and respect those who respect Ali. O Allah, put to shame those who
avoid helping Ali. 197
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Part 5: Ali’'s Persecution, Will And Martyrdom

A) Unjust Persecution Of Ali

The Persecution Suffered By ‘Ali After The Demise Of The Prophet

999) The narrator says that Imam ‘Ali Ion Musa al-Ridha (‘a) reported that the Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):
O Ali, after me, you would be persecuted unjustly. Pity on him who chooses to fight you. Fortunate is the
one who chooses to fight alongside you. You are the one who would speak in my words and in my
tongue after me. Fie upon him who refuses to listen to your words. Fortunate is the one who listens to
your words and obeys you. O Ali, after me you are the leader commander and my heir over this
community. One who abandons you shall find that | abandon him on the Judgment Day. Those who

adhere to you shall find themselves in my company on the Judgment Day. 1
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1000) The Prophet (S) told ‘Ali (‘a):

O Ali, you would be persecuted after me [my death]. Whoever persecutes you, in fact, persecutes me.
Whoever does justice to you is just to me. Whoever refutes you, refutes me. Your friend is my friend.
Whoever is inimical to you is my enemy. Whoever obeys you, it is as if he has obeyed me. Whoever

disobeys you, in effect disobeys me.2

o s o, 0% o5 P PPV EA o o 8 Fo o . of 4 > > - oz, A P & Py
388 Al 1 el 288 ATk (5 eaiyg astlndr S e G iy e dun s ain G
el e e Ual 358 Mo lhl oy al5le 188 II0le oG « 915 358 Y15 ah  gans 288 JURR e o ddeal

—r\

1001) The Prophet (S) said:
After me, if anyone who persecutes my successor Ali, it would amount to denying my Messengership

and the Messengership of the Prophets of yore.3
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1002) Imam ‘Ali Ibn Musa al-Ridha (‘a) quoted his ancestors as saying that the Prophet (S) said:
O Ali, after me, you will be persecuted and prosecuted. Fie upon him who persecutes you denying your

rights. Fortunate is he who obeys you.4
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Ali’s Conversation With A Well

1003) Maytham narrates:
One night, Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (‘a) left Kufah and arriving at the mosque of Ju’fi he faced the Qibla and
performed four Rak’ahs of prayer. After completing the prayers, he lifted his hands sky-wards and said,

“O God! How dare | call you when | am guilty of disobeying you!?”

‘Ali (‘a) then came out of the mosque and | followed him until we reached the desert. ‘Ali (‘a) then drew a
circle on the ground around me and left after warning me that at no cost should | step out of the
boundaries of the circle. It was a pitch dark night and ‘Ali (‘a) has left alone knowing that he has many



enemies who thirst for his blood. The fear for his safety made me to follow him, even though my action
might be considered as disobedience to him. | saw that ‘Ali (‘a) has thrust his head into a well and

appeared to converse with someone.

‘Ali (‘a) realized that | have come behind him and looking at me he asked, “Who are you?” | replied, “I

am Maytham.”

‘Ali (‘a) said, “Did | not warn you not to come out of the circle that | drew around you?” | replied, “My

master. The fear that finding you alone your enemies might harm you did not allow me to stay in peace.”

‘Ali (‘a) asked, “Did you overhear my conversation?” | said, “No my Lord. | did not comprehend

anything.”

‘Ali (‘a) said, “O Maytham. There are matters that swell my heart. | shall dig a pit and pour out my
secrets and the tree that would sprout would be from that seed which | sowed.”5
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B) Ali's Will

Excerpt From Ali’'s Will

1004) When the accursed lbn Muljam had fatally struck ‘Ali (‘a) on the head, ‘Ali (‘a) told his sons Imam
al-Hasan (‘a) and Imam Husayn (‘a):

“l adjure you to fear God and not to bother about the persecution meted out to you. Do not grieve over
what is already lost. Speak the truth. All your deeds should be to earn Divine reward. Be an enemy to an
oppressor and a friend to the persecuted. | am making this will to my sons, daughters, and members of
my family adjuring all of you to fear God.

Systematize your works and sort out differences because | have heard your grandfather say: ‘To resolve

the disputes between two persons is much better than a year’s prayer and fasting.’

For God’s sake, be mindful of orphans. See that they do not have to ask for bread. For God’s sake, be
mindful of your neighbors, for the Prophet (S) was so mindful of them that we suspected that he would

declare them to be his heirs.

For God’s sake, be mindful of the Qur’an. Let not others take precedence over you in the matter of the
Qur’an. Be mindful of prayer, for it is the pillar on which your religion rests. Be mindful of the House of
God [Ka’bah]. Do not desert it, for then you would be given no chance [to repent]

For God’s sake, fight in the way of Allah with your word, wealth, and life. It is imperative that you should
fight against [undue influence of] relationship or power. Be kind and generous to one another. Beware of
neglecting and severing connection between one another. Invite people to do good and warn them
against practicing what is prohibited, for otherwise, tyrants will rule over you. Now it is too late to pray

[for my recovery].”

He then looked towards the children of Abd al-Muttallib and said, “Do not indulge in bloodshed [in
retribution]. Nor should you spread the news that Amir Al-Mu’minin was assassinated. Beware that only
my assassin should be executed for my murder. When | die of the single blow that the assassin
delivered, his punishment should also be only a single, similar blow and nothing more. Do not trample

his body, for | have heard the Prophet (S) say:

”

‘Do not trample anybody, even though it may be a rabid mad dog.””’6
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Ali's Compassion Towards His Killer

1005) It is reported that after the accursed Ibn Muljam had fatally struck him, ‘Ali (‘a) said:

Give him [the assassin] food and water. Relax his shackles. If | survive | am the one entitled either to
pardon him or seek just punishment. If I do not survive, and if you choose to execute him, do not trample
his body. 7
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1006) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) told his son Imam al-Hasan (‘a):

O Hasan, do not blindfold the assassin. Feed him from my food. Offer him the water which you had kept
for me. | shall decide on the matter if | survive. If | die and you decide to execute him, then give a single
similar blow. Do not trample his body [after execution], for | have heard the Prophet say: ‘Do not trample

anybody, even though it may be an aggressive, rabid mad dog.’8
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1007). Imam ‘Ali (‘a) told his son Imam al-Hasan (‘a):
O son, kill my killer, but beware of trampling, because the Messenger of God (S) detested it even for

rabid mad dogs.9
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1. Bisharat Al-Mustafa, p. 125; Ithabt al-Hudah, vol. 1, p. 483.

2. Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 27, p. 61.

3. Bahj Al-Sibaghah, vol. 4, p. 542; Ithbat al-Hudah, vol. 2, p. 222; Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 27, p. 60.

4. ‘Uyun Akhbar Al-Ridha, vol. 1, p. 303; Bisharat Al-Mustafa, p. 220; Ithbat al-Hudah, vol. 1, p. 265.
5. Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 40, p. 199; Al-Fusul Al-Mi’ah, vol. 5, p. 409.

6. Nahj al-Balagha, p. 968; Al-Saleh, p. 421; Rawdhat Al-Wa'izin, p. 136; Tuhaf al-‘Uqul, p. 135.

7. Ihgaq Al-Haqgq, vol. 8, p. 569.

8. Al-Fusul Al-Mi’ah, vol. 5, p. 490; Al-Fusul Al-Muhimmah, p. 136.

9. This hadith doesn’t appear in the original Farsi text. [Note of the Al-Islam.org team].

Appendix: ‘Ali And Martyrdom

197. Prophet Gave The Glad Tidings Of Ali's Martyrdom

1008) The Prophet (S) said:
| congratulate for the martyrdom that is destined for you. After me, you will be persecuted and

assassinated.
‘Ali (‘a) asked, “At that time would | be steadfast on my faith?”
The Prophet (S) replied, Your faith is perfect. 1
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1009) Ayesha narrates that she saw the Prophet embracing ‘Ali and while kissing his forehead, said:

May my father be ransom upon this single martyr.2
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‘Ali Doesn’t Fear Death

1010) Imam ‘Ali (‘a) said:

By God, Abu Talib’s son is more fond of death than a child is fond of its mother’s breasts.3
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1011) Ibn Nubatah narrates that he asked ‘Ali (‘a): “The Prophet (S) used to apply Henna to his beard,
why don’t you?” ‘Ali (‘a) replied,

| am waiting for the moment a wretch of this community would color my beard red with the blood flowing

from the gash in my head. This is what was foretold to me by the Prophet (S).4
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By The Lord Of The Ka’bah, | Have Triumphed

1012) Qanaduzi writes [in his book entitled Yanabi’ al-Mawaddah]: When ‘Ali (‘a) was struck fatally on
the head he said:
By the Lord of the Ka’bah, | have triumphed.5
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1013) When the wretched Ibn Muljam fatally struck ‘Ali (‘a) on the head, ‘Ali (‘a) told his son al-Hasan
(‘a):
By God, | have triumphed. Your father shall never encounter anything evil after this day.6

R PV I Ror s &g 8

Mm ik 45 £si Wsil (55 Loy tatllly &3 ﬁuwmﬁuﬁwlu&@

Merits Of Visiting Ali’'s Tomb

1014) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quotes through his ancestors that the Prophet (S) said:

Whoever visits Ali’'s tomb has an ascertained place in Paradise.7
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1015) Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said:
The doors of heavens open up when a pilgrim to Amir Al-Mu’minin’s tomb supplicates. Do not sleep

over and loose the reward.8
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1016) Abu Shu’ayb Khurasani asked Imam al-Ridha (‘a):
“Is a visitation to the tomb of Imam Husayn (‘a) better than a visitation to Ali’s tomb?”

The Imam replied:
Imam Husayn was martyred in a state of grief and desolation. It is incumbent upon God to come to the

rescue of every desolate and grief stricken person who visits Imam Husayn’s tomb. The merits of visiting

Imam Husayn’s tomb over Imam Ali’s tomb is the same as the merits of ‘Ali over al-Husayn.9
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1017) Al-Husayn lbn Isma’il al-Saymari reports from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who said:
Whoever visits Imam Ali’'s tomb on foot, God would write, for every step the pilgrim takes, the reward of
one Hajj and one ‘Umrah and if he returns back home on foot, for every step the pilgrim takes, God

would set forth a reward of two Hajj and two ‘Umrah. 10
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198. Date And Place Of Ali’'s Martyrdom

1018) It has been narrated in Jami’ Al-Akhbar that Imam ‘Ali (‘a) got martyred on the Thursday night
when it was nine days left until the end of the month of Ramadhan of 40 AH in the city of Kufah. At the
time of his martyrdom, Imam ‘Ali (‘a) was 63 years old. His tomb is in Najaf al-Ashraf and his murderer

was Abd al-Rahman Ibn Muljam. May Allah, angels, and everyone’s curse be upon him. 11
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1019) It has been narrated in Irshad and other historic books that Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali’s (‘a) martyrdom
took place on Thursday night, 21 Ramadhan al-Mubarak, 40 AH. Due to the blow of Ion Muljam’s sword,
on the night of the 19th of Ramadhan al-Mubarak, Imam ‘Ali’s (‘a) forehead was (severely) injured and
(later) got martyred due to the same wound. At the time of his martyrdom, Imam ‘Ali (‘a) was 63 years
old12

Cre Soaa ) A Sl Sab e e 5 sn] AL ARSI KL 08 230l ayle Sypie sall e 8065 &7 (12
Lo P AT e a“:// A A2 . L Lot o 111 Aol 38 ﬁ.a Sl L@ 2w
O.l.!_/wjLn)b/‘\!ls\gfﬁ/u.wu.nlSJ@ﬁl%@aﬂ&@ﬂ'@ﬁwl@%%)@geﬂﬂ

zo,.

AL

1. Ghayat Al-Maram, vol. 1, p. 92.

2. Managjib by Al-Khawarizmi, p. 65; lhgag Al-Haqgq, vol. 15, p. 600.

3. Nahj al-Balaghah, p. 48; Sabhi al-Saleh, p. 52; Ihgaq Al-Haqq, vol. 8, p. 321.

4. Bihar Al-Anwar, vol. 41, p. 164.

5. Al-Fusul Al-Mi’ah, vol. 5, p. 485.

6. Al-Mustarshad, p. 367.

7. Al-Wasa'l, vol. 10, p. 296; Jami’ Al-Akhbar, p. 74; Al-Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 6, p. 21; Mustadrak al Wasa'il, vol. 10, p.
212.

8. Al-Wasa'il, vol. 10, p. 296; Jami’ Al-Akhbar p. 74; Khasa'is al-Aimmah, p. 40; Al-Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 6, p. 23;
Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, vol. 12, p. 212.

9. Al-Wasa'l, vol. 10, p. 297.

10. Al-Wasa'il, vol. 10, p. 296; Al-Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 6, p. 20; Al-Wafi, vol. 14, p. 1404; Al-Gharat, vol. 1, p. 854.
11. Jami’ Al-Akhbar, p. 74; Al-Tahdhib al-Ahkam, vol. 6, p. 19.

12. Rawdhat Al-Wa’izin, vol. 1, p. 132; Al-Irshad by Shaykh Al-Mufid, p. 12.

Source URL:

https://www.al-islam.org/one-thousand-virtues-merits—amir-al-muminin-ali-ibn-abu-talib

Links

1] https://www.al-islam.org/organization/ansariyan-publications-qum
2] https://www.al-islam.org/printpdf/book/export/html/121685

3] https://www.al-islam.org/printepub/book/export/html/121685

5] https://www.al-islam.org/person/ak-ahmed-bsc-bl

[
[2]
(3]
[4] https://www.al-islam.org/printmobi/book/export/html/121685
(5]
[6] https://www.al-islam.org/person/ali-reza-sabiri-yazdi

[7]

7] https://www.al-islam.org/person/imam-ali



	One Thousand Virtues & Merits Of Amir Al-Mu’minin ‘Ali Ibn Abu Talib
	[Publisher(s): ]
	Publisher(s): 
	Translator(s): 
	Compiler(s): 
	Person Tags: 


	Preface By The English Translator
	Foreword By The Compiler
	The Reason Behind The Compilation

	Introduction
	The Date And Place Of Birth Of Imam ‘Ali
	The Circumstances Surrounding Ali’s Birth
	Ali’s Ancestry
	Ali’s Titles And Agnomen [Kunyah]
	Ali’s Names
	‘Ali Being From The Progeny Of Sincere Devotees Of God
	The Prophet’s Regard For Ali’s Mother

	Part 1: Islam, Knowledge, Worship, Morals, Character And Justice Of Ali
	A) Islam And Faith Of Ali
	Ali’s Precedence In Embracing Islam
	His Precedence In Iman [Faith]
	Precedence Of Ali’s Iman [Faith] Over Others
	Ali’s Education And Upbringing Under The Prophet
	The Need To Understand ‘Ali
	Looking At Ali’s Face Is Worship
	Remembering Ali’s Name Is Worship
	“Beautify Your Assembly By Recounting Ali’s Virtues And Merits.”
	Proclaiming And Publicizing The Virtues Of ‘Ali
	‘Had There Been No Fear That People Would Say So…’
	Had You Not Been There, It Would Be Impossible To Identify [Recognize] The Hypocrites

	B) Wisdom Of ‘Ali
	Wisdom Of ‘Ali
	‘Ali Is The Speaking Testament Of God
	The Knowledge Of The Book Is With ‘Ali
	‘Ali Is The Door To The Prophet’s Knowledge
	The Prophet Taught ‘Ali One Thousand Kinds Of Knowledge
	‘Ali Is The Gate To City Of The Prophet’s Knowledge
	‘Ali Is The Door Of The Treasure Of The Prophet’s Knowledge
	‘Ali Is The Door Of The City Of The Prophet’s Jurisprudence
	‘Ali Is The Door Of The Prophet’s Wisdom
	Ask Me Before You Lose Me!’
	Even If All The Veils Are Removed, It Will Not Add Anything New To My Faith
	The Sermon Throughout Which Imam ‘Ali Never Used The Basic Letter Alif
	The Sermon Throughout Which Imam ‘Ali Never Used The Alphabets Containing ‘Nuqtah’ [Dot]
	‘Ali Is The Best Jurist Amongst You
	Ali’s Steadfastness
	The Case Of Five Different Types Of Punishments To Five Persons For A Single Offence
	The Case Of Two Women And A Male And Female Child
	Two Women Claiming A Male Child
	The Case Of The Two Cheats

	C) Worship Of Ali
	Ali’s Devotion To God
	Ali; The First To Pray
	Ali’s Ritual Puriﬁcation And Prayer
	The Importance Of Prayers In The Eyes Of ‘Ali
	‘Ali And Congregational Prayers
	The Prayer Of One Thousand Rak’ah
	Ali’s Supplications
	Ali’s Sincerity In Faith
	Ali’s Absolute Devotion To God

	D) Character And Morals Of Ali
	Ali’s Sincerity In Placing Trust In God
	Ali’s Impeccable Character
	Ali’s Simplicity And Humbleness
	Ali’s Forbearance
	Ali’s Patience
	Ali’s Asceticism
	World In The Eyes Of Ali
	‘Ali Sells His Sword
	‘Ali Being Satisﬁed With The Least
	Ali’s Food

	D) Justice Of ‘Ali & Protection Of Public Treasury
	Ali’s Justice
	‘Ali And The Public Treasury
	‘Ali Teaches Aqil
	A Few Examples Of Ali’s Generosity And Self-Sacriﬁce
	Ali’s Generosity And Benevolence Upon Widows
	Ali’s Kindness Towards Orphans
	‘Ali And Emancipation Of Slaves
	Ali’s Directives To His Executives
	‘Ali And The Destitute: Ali’s Advice To Malik Al-Ashtar
	Ali’s Advice To Plant Trees
	Ali’s Generosity And Kind Heartedness
	Giving His Ring As Alms


	Part 2: Merits And Virtues Of ‘Ali In The Quran And Hadiths
	A) Merits Of ‘Ali In The Eyes Of The Quran
	‘Ali In The Qur’an

	B) Ali’s Eminence According To The Ahadith
	Ali’s Rank And Position
	God, His Messenger, And The Angels Eulogize ‘Ali
	‘Ali Climbs On The Prophet’s Shoulders To Break The Idols In The Ka’bah
	‘Ali On The Night Of Emigration
	‘Ali On The Night Of Ascent [Mi’raj]
	‘Ali On The Night Of The Battle Of Badr
	Divulging Divine Secrets To ‘Ali
	Tradition Of The Conﬁdential Talk
	‘Ali In Mubahalah
	‘Ali And The Return Of The Sun After Sunset
	The Sun Greeting ‘Ali
	The Incident Of The Carpet
	The Matter Of Closing All Doors Except The Door Of ‘Ali
	‘Ali Is In The Likeness Of The Chapter On Divine Unity
	‘Ali Is The ‘Great News’
	‘Ali Is Like ‘Noah’s Ark’
	‘Ali Is Like The Ark Of Salvation
	‘Ali Is Like The Gateway To Allah
	‘Ali Is Like The Door To Religion
	‘Ali Is Like The Door To Guidance
	‘Ali Is Like The Door To Faith And Refuge
	‘Ali Is Like The Strong Rope Of God
	‘Ali Is Like The Strong Clasp [Grip]
	‘Ali Is The Straight Path
	‘Ali Is Best Of Mankind
	What Do You Want From Ali? ‘Ali Is From Me
	‘Ali Is My Soul
	‘Ali Is To Me Like The Head Is To The Body
	‘Ali Is My Example
	‘Ali Is My Brother
	‘Ali Is My Beloved”
	‘Ali And Hadith Al-Tayr
	Ali’s Eminence In The Eyes Of The Prophet
	The Quality Of Leadership In Ali
	Who Are ‘Persons Invested With Authority’?
	The Prophet’s Prayer For ‘Ali
	‘Ali Is The Most Truthful And The Distinguisher Of The Ummah (Muslim Community)
	‘Ali Is With The Truth And Truth Is With Him
	‘Ali Is With The Qur’an And The Qur’an Is With Him
	I Am Leaving Behind Me Two Things
	Rainfall, Water Descends From Heaven For Ali
	‘Ali Is The Ideal Peer Of Fatimah
	‘Ali And Paradise
	‘Ali Is The Allocator Of Paradise And Hell
	‘Ali Is The Chain Attached To The Door Of Paradise
	‘Ali Is Like The Ka’bah
	I And ‘Ali Are Like Fathers Of The Community
	Special Qualities Of ‘Ali
	‘Ali And The Last Rites Of The Prophet
	‘Ali Is The Standard [Flag] Bearer Of The Prophet
	‘Ali And The Tradition About The Standard [Flag]
	Ali’s Valor And Bravery In Battles And His Medals
	‘Ali And The Gate Of Fort Khaybar - ‘Ali And The Conquest Of Khaybar
	Ali’s Wounds And The Prophet Lamenting Over Them


	Part 3: Ghadir, Imamate, Wilayah, And Caliphate Of ‘Ali And The Effects Of Revolt Against Ali
	A) The Event Of Ghadir
	‘Ali And The Hadith Of Ghadir
	The Ghadir Feast Is The Best Among All Festivals
	Merits Of Fasting On The Day Of Eid Ghadir
	The Sermon At Ghadir

	B) Imamate Of Ali
	Imamate Of ‘Ali
	Infallibility Of ‘Ali
	Obedience To ‘Ali
	‘Ali Is The Commander Of The Faithful

	C) Wilayah Of Ali
	The Wilayah (Guardianship) Of Imam ‘Ali
	Obedience To Ali’s Guardianship Is My Fortress

	D) Caliphate Of Ali
	The Prophet Appoints ‘Ali As His Successor
	‘Ali Is The Best Of All Testamentary Trustees
	‘Ali Is The Chief Of All Testamentary Trustees
	‘Ali And Hadith Al-Manzilah

	E) Consequences Of The Revolt Against Ali
	The Revolt Against Imam Ali
	Whoever Confronts Ali
	Enmity Towards Ali
	Claiming Precedence Over Ali
	Denial Of Imamate Is Indeed Denial Of Prophethood
	Preferring Others To ‘Ali


	Part 4: Love Of Ali, Merits Of The Shia Of ‘Ali And The Consequences Of Hatred For Ali
	A) Love For Ali
	The Love For ‘Ali
	Results Of Love For ‘Ali
	The Blessings Of Love For ‘Ali
	Had Mankind Been Unanimous In The Matter Of The Love For Ali
	Love For ‘Ali Is Worship
	Seven Things For Those Who Love ‘Ali
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Subject Matter Of The Books Of Believers
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Strong Rope Of Allah
	Love For ‘Ali Is Strong Handle / Urwat Al-Wusqa
	Love For ‘Ali Is A Good Deed
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Source Of Acceptance Of Obligatory Deeds
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Source Of Acceptance Of Good Deeds
	Love For ‘Ali And Angels Seeking Forgiveness
	Love For ‘Ali Eats Away Sins
	Love For ‘Ali Is Source Of Acceptance Of Supplication
	Love For ‘Ali And Kindness From The Angel Of Death
	At The Moment Of Death, ‘Ali Visits His Lovers
	Love Of ‘Ali Would Ease The Traumas Of Death
	Love Of ‘Ali And The Record Of Deeds Handed In The Right Hand
	Love Of ‘Ali And The Crossing Of The Bridge [To Heaven]
	Love For ‘Ali And Opening Of The Doors Of God’s Bountiful Mercy
	Love For ‘Ali And Salvation From Hellﬁre
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Source To Enter Paradise
	Love For ‘Ali Is The Crown Of Honour
	Who Love ‘Ali Will Be Raised Along With The Prophet (S)
	Love For ‘Ali Is Like A Tree That Has Its Roots In Paradise
	Love For ‘Ali Is Faith And Enmity Towards Him Is Hypocrisy
	Love For ‘Ali Is Faith And Enmity Towards Him Is Inﬁdelity
	Fortunate Is The One Who Adores ‘Ali
	Test Your Children With The Love For ‘Ali
	Greatness Of Love For ‘Ali And Reprehension For Hatred Towards ‘Ali
	Exaggeration About ‘Ali Is Condemned

	B) ‘Ali And His Shia (Followers)
	‘Ali And The Greatness Of His Shia
	Our Shia Are Nearest To The Throne On The Day Of Judgement
	Qualities Of The Shi’ah
	Signs Of The Shia
	Test The Shia Of ‘Ali

	C) Consequences Of Enmity For ‘Ali
	Consequences Of Enmity For ‘Ali
	One Who Abuses ‘Ali, Abuses The Prophet (S)
	Whoever Forsakes Me, Forsakes God
	One Who Die With Hatred For You, Dies In Ignorance
	Ali’s Enemy Will Die As A Non-Muslim
	Ali’s Enemy Will Be Confounded On The Day Of Judgement
	Ali’s Enemy Shall Eternally Be Consigned To Hell
	May God Kill The One Who Murders Ali
	Whoever Harasses Ali, Harasses Me
	Ali’s Enemy Is My Enemy
	To Wage War With You Is To Wage War With Me
	Whoever Fails To Help Him Will Be Put To Shame


	Part 5: Ali’s Persecution, Will And Martyrdom
	A) Unjust Persecution Of Ali
	The Persecution Suffered By ‘Ali After The Demise Of The Prophet
	Ali’s Conversation With A Well

	B) Ali’s Will
	Excerpt From Ali’s Will
	Ali’s Compassion Towards His Killer


	Appendix: ‘Ali And Martyrdom
	197. Prophet Gave The Glad Tidings Of Ali’s Martyrdom
	‘Ali Doesn’t Fear Death
	By The Lord Of The Ka’bah, I Have Triumphed
	Merits Of Visiting Ali’s Tomb

	198. Date And Place Of Ali’s Martyrdom


