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Critique of the Ahmad al-Hassan’s Movement
Hamid Karimi®

Introduction

The book The Claimants of al-Mahdawiyya: Critique of the Views and
Claims of the Ahmad al-Hassan’s Movement is the product of a series of
discussions held on March 3-4, 2021, organized by the Center for Studies
and Answering Doubts at the Seminary of Qom. During these sessions,
esteemed scholars, including Hujjat al-Islams Mohammad Baqir Hejazi,
Mohammad Shahbazian, Najmuddin Tabasi, Mojtaba Kalbasi, Seyyed
Mehdi Mojtahedi Sistani, Mohammad Reza Nasouri, and Ali
Mohammadi Hoshyar, critically examined and evaluated the political-
ideological movement associated with Ahmad al-Hassan, who is one of
the false claimants of al-Mahdawiyya during the age of occultation.
Ahmad al-Hassan claims to be a descendant of Imam Mahdi (AS), a
Sayyid, infallible, Sayyid Yamani, and the thirteenth leader. The
discussions from these sessions were compiled into a 158-page book by
Seyyed Hamed Alizadeh Mousavi and Hamidullah Rafiei Zabuli. This
article provides a summary of the key points from the book, offering a
critical analysis of this deviant line of thought and highlighting its
theological deviations and problems. The aim is to provide readers with a
deeper understanding of the dangers posed by this movement.

¥, Associate Professor at Iran University of Science and Technology; Email: karymi@iust.ac.ir.



The Convergence of Salafiim and Hanafiyyah in the Deobandi
Movement

Mohammad Tahir Rafiei”

Abstract

Salafi thought is centered on the necessity of following the righteous
predecessors (al-salaf al-salih), rejecting Sunni schools of thought and
denying taqlid. The Hanafi school adheres to the jurisprudential teachings
of Abu Hanifa and follows the Maturidi school in theology and the
Deobandi movement is a current established by Muhammad Qasim
Nanawtawi in the Indian subcontinent. The question that arises here is
what relationship do Hanafiyyah, Salafism, and the Deobandi movement
have with each other? Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach and
library-based research, this study finds that the Deobandi movement
currently represents a synthesis of Hanafi and Maturidi thought, coupled
with Sufi tendencies. The nature of its interactions with other religious
movements in the region, particularly Salafi movements, has long been
debated. Overall, both Deobandi and Salafi Ahl al-Hadith of the
subcontinent have grown in the same context, and there are discussions
about the relationship between Deobandi and Ahl al-Hadith with
Wahhabi Salafism. This research concludes that Hanafiyyah has
crystallized in the form of the Deobandi movement; but they have severe
enmity with Wahhabi Salafism due to doctrinal disagreements over issues
such as denial of grave visitation, Tawassul, intercession and the like to
the extent that they have formed a group to fight against Wahhabism and
they excommunicate each other.

Keywords: Deobandi movement, Salafism, Wahhabism, Ahl al-Hadith,
Ahl al-Sunnah, Hanafi school, Indian subcontinent.

*. PhD. in contemporary theological trends Al-Mustafa International University; Email:

m.t.r1394@gmail.com.
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Study of the Relationship Between Sunni Muslims and the Wahhabi
Sect

3
§ Hamidullah Rafiei Zabuli”

Abstract

Wahhabism, a Takfiri-Salafi movement, has, since its inception, sought
to excommunicate Muslims. This ideology originated from the rejection
of taglid as an innovation and the prohibition of grave visitation,
especially the grave of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH). Since both Shia and
Sunni Muslims uphold the practice of visiting graves, they are labeled as
polytheists and infidels by the Wahhabi sect. Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Wahhab, the founder of Wahhabism, initially called upon the Sunni
community (Ahl al-Sunnah) to follow his teachings. However, the Sunni
community rejected his invitation, viewing his movement as an
innovation in Islam and opposing it. In response, both through written
works and practical actions, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab and the
Wahhabis opposed the theological and jurisprudential schools of Ahl al-
Sunnah and rebranded the Wahhabi sect as the true representation of Ahl
al-Sunnah. This research, conducted through a library-based study,
demonstrates the fundamental opposition between the Sunni community
asp  and the Wahhabi sect. It concludes that the relationship between Ahl al-
‘WYY Sunnah and Wahhabism is one of inherent opposition and contradiction.
Keywords: Ahl al-Sunnah, Wahhabi sect, Takfir, Salafism, Muhammad
ibn Abd al-Wahhab, Opposition, Contradiction.

¥, Specialist in Level Four of Islamic Theology, Imam Sadiq (AS) Institute; Email:
zabuli55@yahoo.com.



Examination of the Idea of “Ahl al-Zikr wa al-Quran” (The People of
the Reminder and the Quran)

Abdulrahim Rahimi *

Abstract

The movement known as “Ahl al-Zikr wa al-Quran” (The People of the
Reminder and the Quran) was initiated by Abdullah Chakralvi, a
prominent thinker from the Indian subcontinent, with the objective of
categorically rejecting the hadiths of the Prophet (PBUH) and advocating
for the theory of “the sufficiency of the Quran.” This theory dismisses the
entire scientific-religious heritage and achievements of Muslims,
accepting only the Holy Quran as the sole reference for Islamic guidance.
Emerging during the British colonial period, this movement was
significantly influenced by the skepticism propagated by Orientalists and
gradually garnered support from numerous intellectual followers. The
issue of Quranic sufficiency, also referred to as Quranism, remains a
highly debated topic in contemporary Islamic discourse. This study,
employing descriptive-analytical methods, historical analysis, and a
library-based approach, critically examines the “People of the Reminder
and the Quran” movement. The findings reveal that Chakralvi was the
pioneer of this movement, aiming to remove the tradition of the Prophet
(PBUH) from the fabric of Muslim society. The movement is built upon
two fundamental pillars: the absolute rejection of the authority of hadith
and the assertion of the self-sufficiency of the Holy Quran. To support
this claim, the movement relies on various forms of skepticism.
Keywords: Quranic sufficiency, Denial of hadith authority, People of the
Reminder and the Quran, Chakralvi, Indian subcontinent.

¥, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Shariat, Balkh University, Afghanistan; Email:
rahimi998877 @gmail.com.
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Analysis of Sufi Tendencies in Today’s World
Rahman Bolhasani®

Abstract

The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to
explore the reasons for the inclination towards Sufism and analyze some
of the major challenges Sufism may pose within the realm of religion.
While a comprehensive analysis of the causes of this inclination and the
potential harms associated with Sufism exceeds the scope of this brief
work, and necessitates further independent research, this study highlights
key concerns in this regard. In contemporary times, Sufism claims to
offer access to the essence of religion and provide peace and spirituality
to the faithful, thereby attracting some people to itself to some extent.
However, due to the lack of scholarly foundation and formal education
among some of its leaders, some deviations have occurred, leading not
only to the misguidance of adherents but also causing harm to religion
and the religiosity of others. Notable among these concerns are: 1)
Unregulated interpretations, 2) Promotion of unsubstantiated narrations
within Sufism, 3) Personalization and customization of the religion, 4)
Syncretism in religious practice, 5) Deviations in religious
epistemological sources, and 6) Separation from Islam.

Keywords: Sufism, Sufi orders, Critical analysis, Religion, Religiosity,
Deviations, Lack of interest for Sharia.

¥ Assistant  Professor at the University of Religions and Denominations; Email:
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Critique and Analysis of the Hadith Concerning the Division of the
Ummah

Ali Aghanouri':Ee
Abstract

The hadith regarding the division of the Ummah has garnered significant
attention from scholars. While some have deemed the hadith fabricated
and untrustworthy, others have considered it not only well-known but
also mutawatir (widely transmitted), due to its frequent citation in various
sources. These scholars have also explored its theological implications.
Investigating this hadith is crucial because certain groups have sought to
advance divisive ideas among Islamic denominations by interpreting its
apparent meaning. This article employs content analysis, source review,
and library research methods to address this issue. It concludes that
hadith scholars have not adequately addressed the discrepancy between
the numerical figures mentioned in the hadith and the historical
emergence of sects. Furthermore, they have not provided a clear criterion
for distinguishing what constitutes a sect (firqah) or when the formation
of the 73 sects concludes. Additionally, the hadith’s apparent meaning
does not imply that division is inherently negative, nor can any sect claim
to be the “saved sect” (al-firqah al-najiyah) solely based on this hadith.
Keywords: Hadith of division, Sect, Division of the ummah, Saved sect.
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