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A Critique of Rejecting Religious Government Under the Pretext of
Preserving Religious Sanctity

Ali Mojt:clbazaldeh':Ee

Introduction

espite the rational and traditional necessity of establishing a religious
government during the Occultation period, the occurrence of some
potential failures and inefficiencies in religious government and the
incomplete implementation of religious teachings in it for any reason,
with the notion that failures and shortcomings will be attributed to
religion, has prompted some to reject religious governance, arguing that
religion should stay out of governance to protect its reputation and avoid
having failures and inefficiencies blamed on religion.

This notion is sometimes raised regarding the very establishment of a
religious government and sometimes presented with reference to the
performance of the Islamic Republic system as an example of religious
government in the present age. In this writing, using deductive and
analytical methods, we examine the response to this claim and prove that
such a prescription stems from a misunderstanding of religious
government, improper expectations from it, ignoring realities, and
incorrect analysis of failures, and is based on a kind of imaginary and
unrealistic idealism.

Keywords: Religion, Religious government, Age of Occultation,
Inefficiency.

¥, Ph.D. in Islamic Studies Teaching, specializing in Islamic Revolution. a.mojtabazadeh@chmail.ir.



An Analytical Study of the “Tradition of Blessing” in the Quran
Ahmad Reza Dardashti”

Ahmad Reza Dardashti™

Abstract

One of God’s natural traditions mentioned in the Quran is the tradition of
blessing. According to this tradition, God showers blessings upon a
society whose people possess piety. Given that, on one hand, the
connection between religious faith and material blessings is mnot
scientifically clear, and on the other hand, Western countries appear to
have much more prosperity than Islamic countries, this doubt has been
raised: if faith is the condition for receiving blessings, why do secular
countries enjoy more blessings, while Islamic countries, which apparently
have more faith and according to this tradition should receive more
blessings, suffer from various forms of backwardness? Moreover, societal
growth and progress are primarily the result of psychological and
sociological characteristics (intelligence, planning, effort, collective
wisdom, production and consumption management, etc.) of the
politicians and people of those societies, and the piety mentioned in the
Quran, if not an obstacle, is not influential! In this writing, by examining
the concepts of faith, piety, and blessing, and explaining the
characteristics of a blessed life from religious and scientific perspectives,
as well as analyzing Western and Islamic societies in terms of possessing
the characteristics for receiving blessings, we have addressed this doubt.
Keywords: Blessing, Faith, Piety, Divine traditions, Material welfare,
Progress.

*. PhD. Student in Quran and Psychological Sciences, Al-Mustafa International University.

ahmad.rezaporsesh@gmail.com.
. MA in Clinical Psychology, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute.

khan_bulbul80@yahoo.com.
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A Review of the Discourses of the Supreme Leader on Responding to
Doubts

Morteza Abbasi™

Abstract

This research examines methods of responding to doubts from Ayatollah
Khamenei’s perspective. In today’s world, doubts are considered a
serious alternative to military warfare and strike like poisoned arrows at
the body of believers’ beliefs, gradually leading to a reduction in the
effectiveness of them. This article analyzes the methods used in
responding by a scholar who, due to his responsibilities, has always been
at the forefront of responding to doubt-creators and whose capabilities are
well-known. The author describes his integrated approach to responding,
which involves tackling the root of the doubt with a clear understanding
of the audience, accounting for contextual factors such as time and place
as well as intelligent prevention and prediction. Additionally, he
emphasizes the use of emerging media and attractive approaches
appropriate to the audience’s taste in conveying materials and responding
to doubts. Additionally, meticulous planning and mobilization of
organizational and non-organizational capacities are crucial elements of
his approach. This research, conducted through descriptive-analytical
methods and based on his statements and related books, opens a new
window for those working in the field of responding to doubts and
provides materials so that they don’t merely suffice with responding but
also use other useful factors.

Keywords: Methodology, Response Strategies, Doubts, Ayatollah
Khamenei.




Examining General Methods of Soft War in Quranic Teachings
Amir Hossein Abbasi”

Amir Hossein Abbasi"

Amir Hossein Abbasi

Abstract

Soft war is a type of warfare where cultural tools are used instead of
physical equipment and weapons like swords, spears, and cannons. Since
human behavior originates from their thoughts, the impact of soft war
operations is very significant. Many verses in the Quran demonstrate a
clear focus on this topic. This research addresses the main question of
what methods and techniques enemies use in soft war. Through
contemplation of Quranic verses, it becomes clear that enemies
throughout history have used similar methods in soft war, although their
tools have varied according to place and time. Among the most important
methods are mockery and humiliation, creating doubts and rumors,
slander, and threats. Based on certain verses, the author has concluded
that these methods were common and used throughout history. Therefore,
by being aware of these methods, one can monitor and overcome all
enemy operations. This research uses descriptive-analytical methods and
library study to explore these issues comprehensively.

Keywords: Soft war, Disbelievers, Muslims, Believers, Psychological
operations, Quranic verses.

#_MA Student in Theology, specializing in Ahl al-Bayt Leadership, International Imamate Foundation; ahamt1996@gmail.com.
%% MA in Shi‘ite Studies, University of Religions. sadeghsamiei9@gmail.com.

#3#3% Level 4 of Qom Seminary. Ghaderil@chmail.ir.
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A Critique of Alleged Violence in Shia Teachings
Mohammad Mahdi Rezalpour':Ee

Abstract

Numerous articles and books have been written about the relationship
between religion and violence, most of which are based on the connection
between religious teachings and violence. A smaller body of work has
explored the historical interplay between religion and violence. One such
piece, titled “Shi‘ism and Violence in the Course of History,” attempts to
elucidate the relationship between Shia history and the formation of
violence among Shias while also referring to some beliefs and their
alleged violence-generating aspects. The present article, using
descriptive-analytical methods and library research, examines the causes
and factors mentioned in the above article and attempts to provide a
correct and truthful explanation of historical events and beliefs. It
demonstrates that the foundational principles of Islam and Shi‘ism are
rooted in tolerance and peace, with instances of violence occurring only
as a matter of necessity. Additionally, sections are devoted to explaining
Islam’s view and approach toward violence in dealing with oppressors,
the precedence of tolerance over violence, and other constructive
discussions.

Keywords: Violence, Religious violence, History, Tradition (strah), War,
Shia uprisings.

* Ph.D. in Islamic Theology. Mohammad.m.rezapour@gmail.com.



Developing a Strategic Proactive Approach to Responding to Doubts

Abdulrahim Rezalpour':Ee

Abstract

Today, given the current media environment and increasing attacks
against religion, understanding and responding to doubts is of undeniable
importance. Given the inadequacy of defensive responses, a proactive
approach must be adopted when confronting doubts, and in this regard,
the seminary must have an active and constructive engagement in
responding to doubts. This is because one of the important missions of
the seminary is to seriously and precisely counter the cultural attacks of
enemies. Considering that the enemies of religion and the Islamic
Republic are always seeking to mislead people, especially the youth, we
have a duty to strengthen our cultural fortifications with a proactive
approach and prevent enemy attacks (at least some of them). This article
explains is approach through descriptive-analytical methods and library
research. For such an approach, it is necessary to pay attention to
components such as taking the initiative and field leadership. It is also
necessary to identify doubt-creating centers and personalities. In the
proactive approach, while observing ethical principles such as fairness,
maintaining the principle of knowing the enemy, reading the enemy’s
mind, clear-sightedness, understanding the scene, and self-confidence,
one must attack the enemy’s principles and foundations. To advance
objectives, we must utilize advanced, comprehensive, and up-to-date
media tools.

Keywords: Understanding doubts, Response, Proactive approach,
Cognitive war.

*.Ph.D. in Islamic Theological Schools, University of Religions and Islamic Denominations, Qom.

javad.rezapour@yahoo.com.
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